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CHRIST OLMl ALL IN ALL. 

(CoLO.<.'<rAX.s iii, 11.) 


IXTRODUCTOKY VIEWS. 

To glory in liisDiv ink Emman vkl as the supreme 
of moral loveliness and the sublime of spiritual per- 
lection, is at once the duty and the j)rh ilege of re- 
deemed man. By tlie mystery of llis adorable 
Person liow is the intellect of the believer magih- 
tied ! By the merit of llis sacrilicial death how is the 
conscience pacitied ! And by the jnirity of his re- 
corded life here on earth how arc the affections 
ehactened, elevated, ami controlled ! In a word, 
(dirist is exhibited by the Holy Ghost in the Gospel 
as the living Embodiment and hnman Exemplar of all 
those virtues and graces which the Church is bound 
to practise and profess. Moreover we arc assured by 
the Spirit of God that for Christ creation was founded ; 
for Him providence is dispensed ; and also that all 
Scripture is in principle, motive, or design, one vast 
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and varied exposition of the Redeemer’s claims and 
glories. Even then as the planetary system would 
become darkness and ruin if the sun were to recede 
from the heavens, so would the Bible be confounded 
into a midnight of doctrinal confusion if the Sun of 
Righteousness” were not regarded as that Almighty 
CENTRE OF Truth, arouiid wliich all its doctrines 
may be said to revolve, and from which all its mys- 
teries derive their origin and significance. 

The Saviour being therefore both essentially and 
relatively so transcendent, it may seem at the first 
view that there is nothing which calls for our 
grateful appreciation of zeal and love, when the 
Apostle of the Gentiles says to the ])rimitive (Church 
of Rome — I am not ashamed of tin* (lospcd of 
Christ.” And yet we are convinced that both in 
this reference to a certain state of feeling in Rome 
and also in his determination “ not to know an vtii in(; 
among” the polished but polluted Corinthians “ save 
Jesus Christ and Him crucified,” there is more (»f 
evangelic heroism than a common r(‘a(l(‘r would 
imagine. In our disregard for these proof's of apcjs- 
tolieal devotion, wc seem quite to forget the instruc- 
tive light which nearly eighteen hundred y(‘ars of 
testimony and trial have shed upon the character of 
Jesus Christ. But surely wc cannot rightly value 
the majesty of religious sentiment, or undc'rstand 
the loftiness of social morals, until we arc somewhat 
acquainted with the peculiar circumstances which 
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surround the man who proclaims the one or exhibits 
the other. For just as in nature objects in them- 
selves attractive derive an accession of beauty or 
power from the attributes of the scene which encom- 
passes them, — so in our human world that conduct 
\vhich abstractedly viewed merits our esteem, when 
contrasted with the universal pride and corruption 
prevailing at the same period, appeals to the heart 
with redoubled effect. 

On this principle let us contemplate the sublime 
devotion whicli Paul ever manifests for the 
cross of Jesus j for although wc have an instinc- 
tive conviction that his outbursts of exceeding 
ecstasy at the bare mention of “ Christ” arc truly 
noble, — how is that conviction deepened when we call 
to mind, first, the history of the Man Himself; and, 
secondly, the peculiar state of the world when He 
“ laboured more abundantly than they all !” \\ ith 

regard then to his personal history, u])ou the 
ground of mere education and natural conscience 
Paul might have been ashamed’’ of Christ, be- 
eaust the human extraction, condition, associates, 
doctrines, and ])recepts of the Crucified were 
so repulsive to the religious prejudices of one 
whose mind was cradled in the lap of Pharisaic 
superstitions, and whose whole spiritual being 
had grown uji at “ the feet of Gamaliel.” It 
is at this j)oiut we may well pause to admire 
with reverential wonder the marvellous achieve- 
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inent of the Spirit, in causing him wIjo was ‘‘an 
Hebrew of the Hebrews ; as touching the law 
a Pharisee, concerning zeal, pursecutinc; the 
Church,” — to cry out “ God forbid that 1 should 
glory, save in the cross !” Surely if ever the 
angels crowded the battlements of heaven to behold 
the moral scenery of earth, and to receive instruction 
by the movements of the (diurch militant (Ephes. 
iii. 10), they did so when this vaunting blasj)hemer 
of Tarsus, raging with bigotry and crimsoned with 
the blood-drops of the martyred Stephen, — was 
arrested by grace in the very j)ride and passion ot‘ 
his guilt ! ‘A\ hat than the spiritual Omnipotence 

of the third Person in the Godhead, could have 
been adefjuate tlius to expel tlie errors of .ludaism 
from the soul of one of its most inveterate dis- 
ciples, and henceforth j)ronipt every ])ulse of hijs 
regenerated heart to burn ami beat with intense 
loyalty to “ Christ and Him crucitied?” Again, if 
we revert to tlie .sfr/fe of ilie irorhf when St. Paul 
became the herald of “ glad tidings,” how much 
was there on all sides of haughty dislikcni and 
immitigable disgust to the doctrines and duties 
of the Cross ! Philosophic culture at its height 
of attainment ; a venal priesthood sworn to 
support the established Paganism of the times ; a 
despotism jealously morbid of the very name of 
“ king,” however sj)iritual lus pretensions ; and a 
jdiant Magistracy ready at the command of Imperial 
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rniclty to execute the most bloody edicts and 
decrees ; all this, together with the gross sensuality 
of ail over-refined age, blent with the still more dan- 
gerous hostility of Judaic intolerance, — must be 
taken into consideration when we attemjit tairly to 
•estimate the magnanimity' of tliat apostolic hero, 
who confront(‘d the whole with sujicrhuman valour 
and cried aloud, “ I am not ashamed of the Gospel 
of Jesus (dirist for whether I proclaim it at 
Koine, Athens, or Colosse, “ Christ is all and in all !’* 
Impressed therefore with this magnificent zeal 
which St. Paul never fails to exhibit for the honours 
of his crueitied Master, we may well introduce 
our noble text by an admiring glance at him who 
is the ])aragon of the apostles, and a masterwork 
of the Spirit's transforming love. For under the 
energies of grace what a concentration did this 
lion-hearted man present of whatsoever was stu- 
pendous in mind, pure in principle, divine in 
motive, august in faith, exalted in conduct, and 
heroical in sullering! Arc you attracted by the 
projjmdities of (irijvmeiii / If so, we refer you to St. 
Paul, who was taught to reason by the Holy Ghost, 
and who beyond all his compeers in apostlcshij), 
dropped the fathoming line of intellect deepest into 
the ocean of truth. Arc you enchanted by might [f 
vonreptionH ? Then read those ejiistles where the 
genius of inspiration has gathered into mortal 
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words all the describablc glories of Jehovah with 
such effect that the syllables seem almost to bum 
with the divinity they enshrine. Do you admire 
and resjjond to the aj)j)eals of surpassinfj eloquenci^. i* 
Why, where in the archives of the human mind 
can you find any specimens of oratory to rival his, 
who often in the tempest of his overwhelming 
rebukes and raptures does what the ancient critic 
of the sublime said Demosthenes often did, — 
thunder and lighten round “ the ages to come.’’ 
Or lastly, can the j)n)wess of a helievincj heart in 
its most daring forms excite your wonder I Then 
behold the* intre])id apostle of the Gentiles j)repared 
not only to endure tlie frowns of hell, the sarcasms of 
earth, the tyrant’s rack, and the dungeon’s gloom, — 
but ready in the soaring majesty of his zeal to 
mount into the very presence-chamber of the 
Eternal, and smite the angels {roatd they he here- 
tical) with the power of his curse ! ‘‘ for thougli 
we or an angel from heaven preach any other 
Gospel, &c., let him be accursed!” 

But why do we yet linger around the 
grandeurs of St. Paul’s character ? Because we 
desire to impress upon you the important fact, that 
it is to his constraining love of Ghrist acting witli 
uniform supremacy over his entire experience both 
individual and apostolical, — must be ascrlhed the 
intellectual glories and moral energies of his charac- 
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ter. “ To LI VE is Christ, to die is gain” (Phil. i. 2 1 ). 
“ ('lirist shall be MACiNiFiED in my body, whether it 
he by life or death” (Pliil. i. 19). (Jod forbid 
that I should glory, save in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ it is unto the truths motives 
and priuci])lcs which utterances like these involve, 
— we refer for a consistent explanation of whatso- 
ever St. Paul acted, preached, suffered, and sus- 
tained. Perhaps out of heaven there never throbbed 
under the throne of our ascended Lord a heart so 
fervently loyal to II is mediatorial cause as his, 
who “ trembling and astonished, cried, Lord I what 
wilt thou ha\e me to do?” (Acts ix. b.) Prom 
the hour when Christ revealed Himself to his 
appalled senses on the road to Damascus, the whole 
life of this idocpieut ambassador for truth was a 
j)erj)etual, unwearied, unfaltering, and untiinehing 
desire to magnify the Redeemer’s merit, and to 
promote the trium})hs of llis name. Never oh ! 
never was ‘‘ Paul the aged” tired of proclaiming 
and exalting the majesties and mcreies which 
encircle the Cross. The more he contemjdated it, 
the more radiant Avith expressive divinity it 
appeared to hecome. To the world indeed it was 
the mere symbol of a malefactor's death ; to the 
arrogant Roman a shame ; to the refined Greek a 
disgust ; and to the blinded victims of a mistaken 
Judaism it was altogether an “ offence” not to be 
overcome, and a “ stumbling-block” not to be re- 
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moved : but unto him whose eyes had been spiritu- 
ally unveiled by the august victim whose blood 
had stained that cross, — it was the centre of all 
His praise and the eircumferenee of all His ^lory. 

But why it may he asked was this pec'rless 
specimen of ‘‘ (dirist in man,” unto whom neither the 
weakness of a ianatical h(‘ad nor the baseness of a 
hypocritical heart can he with the remot(‘st justice 
ascribed, — so absorbed by the Gosped as to “ couin. 
all things Imt loss for the oxeellencv” theri'of Not 
hec(ntse of any superior endowment wliicli culti- 
vated nature gave him, nor because of any urgi'uey 
within the compass of created inlloence to supply, 
did St. Paul thus discern the superlative claims ef 
the (.’ro^s to the w'orship and wonder of mankind. 
But the real explanation of his thus eonseca'atiug 
the highest and holiest energies of his being to 
(dirist, is found in the fact that In* had been men- 
tally illuminated and morally renewed by the 8|)irit 
of God, so as lo behold the truths of Christianity 
in tlu ir real nuiyuifitfh^ and also to a])])reciate th(‘ 
motives thereof according to i\w\v profimmfrfif 
To use his own language, he was “renewed aicoud- 
IN*(; to tlic s})irit of the inward man,” and w as b(*eome 
“ a n(‘W' creature in Christ Jesus,” from whom “ old 
things were jiassed away, and all things beeome 
licw.” Ileneeforth to such an elevated convert re- 
demption by the blood of incarnated Deity was the 
ONK GRAND iDKA whicli maintained a triumphant 
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ascendancy over all the tastes and feelings, the habi- 
tudes and principles of his nature. Salvation ia 
Christ, or condemnation out of Christ ! — this was 
the ([iiestion, coin|)arcd to which whatsoever earth 
and sense and tinu‘ could ofttT was a mere insigni- 
tieancy. And oh ! with what yearnings of heaven- 
horn (‘ornpassion did lie warn the sinner and the 
s(. offer “ to dee from wrath to come,” and accept 
\he divine relief of the Cospel. And wadi w^ould it 
l»e for us if like the apostle we remenil)cre(l that 
ihos(^ unto whom “ Christ is evidently set forth 
erueilied,” rait no more renntre ihe resimnsihility of 
ri-Jorofion from '^hnir .sonfs tJian lhe\j eon depose 
the ihnif/hfjf from Ills throne. For even as it is 
die mysterious prerogative of our world to he that 
elect portion of (cod's universe which hath been 
ased by Infinite Illood, — so is it the dreadful 
, .laritv of that same evil world to eonnnit a sin 
without likeness in the history of revealed con- 
-adousiiess. The crime to which we allude, is that 
of ‘ tranijjling on the blood of the covenant,” by 
a ^suicidal neglect of its everlasting preeionsness. 
Yes. a slighteil atonement and a seorneil Redeemer 
iin{)lv(‘ a (hsastrons mode of murtd evil wdiieh even 
those angels who rebelled in heaven and who 
blaspheme in liell, have never by any possibility 
exhibited. It is tlms we have always been arrested 
by that stupeiulous (juestiou which is put to the 
fundamental reason and conscience of man in the 
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second clniptcr of the Hebrews, “ How shall we 
escape if we neglect so grkat salvation ?” To 
this appeal the heart of humanity can find no 
reply : the only response is the dismal reverbera- 
tion of the d(‘mand hack upon it itself — “ How T' 
Earth heaven and hell, creation providence and 
Scripture, all remain mute before it. We may con- 
clude therefore by a resistless argument derived 
from the moral nccessit}', the essential harmony, and 
the eternal truth of things, that salvation by Christ 
is the philanthroj)y of Jehovah developed up to 
the HIGHEST POINT OF MANIFESTATION towhicll the 
divine Attributes and Persons can ascend, 'Whoso- 
ever then rejects the mercy of the (’ross, repulses 
the entire (iodhead from his undone spirit for ever. 
For the atonement is so perfect, that Divinity itself 
hath no second, and eternity will produce no 
rival I 

And it is al this point we desire to aj)proach the 
precise consideration of the text, which evidently 
represents the mind of St. Paid as giving forth full 
testimony to the incomparable majesty of Him, 
by whom and in whom the whole Trinity have been 
revealed and glorified. As usual, (Jirist, if we may 
so illustrate tlic subject, is described by him as tin* 
infinite climax of Divine manifestation, the ultima- 
tum to which the moral resources of the Almighty 
extend, — in so far as our fallen system is concerned. 
Hence our text though brief in form, is indeed a 
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gigantic jissertioii which gathers into its principles 
the religion of a renewed soul in time, and grasps 
ill its consequence the raptures of a glorified one 
hereafter. In fact a moment’s consideration is suf- 
ficient to prove that the proposition^ Christ is all 
and in all,” elevates its application so far up among 
the secret things which belong unto God,” and 
propels its RKSUi/rs so far down among the re- 
vealed” things which “ belong unto us and our 
children,” — that a middle view of it is impossible : 
either it is the most stupendous verity, or else the 
most immeasurable falsehood which can be con- 
ceived. Divinity with its awful glories, hiunanity 
with its most solemn interests, and eternity with its 
thrilling assoeiations, all in their degree and mode 
are implicated in the reality of Christ’s being, or 
not being our all in all.” 

But not to (‘xjiatiate any further on the mere 
vastness of our text in a theological view, two 
points appear to stand out with instructive promi- 
nence, and at once to challenge the attention of all 
w]io venerate the scrijitural announcements of the 
Spirit. We have, 

1. A PLRFKCT STANDARD OF VITAL RELKJION 

(“ Christ is all,” iSre.) 

2. A true centre of catholic unity (“Christ 
is all and in all.”) 

With respect to the first, we observe that by ex- 
cluding “ Greek and Jew,” “ circumcision and 



12 


CHRIST OUR AUL IX ALL. 


luicirciimcision/' &c., &c., from ahsohite and essen- 
tial relation to the “ new man,” the apostle thereby 
obviates certain tendencies in our degenerate condi- 
tion, to coiifouiid the alterative result whicli exter- 
nal agency achieves on human nature, with that 
regenerating change wliich internal grace works 
within the same. As respects the second point, we 
may infer that if amid all the possible modi Heat ions 
of humanity which may arise from national, ecclesi- 
astic, intellectual, and social causes, ther(‘ yi‘t re- 
mains one (iLORiors IDENTITY, — wc urc to discovci* 
it in Him, who both personally and intlnentially is 

the SAME ‘yesterday, to-day, and for ever.” In 
other terms ‘‘ Christ,” Clirist only sn])remely and 
eternally, is the spring and centre of all (‘afholic 
union in the Body, and of all spiritual life in the 
individuals of the Church. 

But in order to illustrate the full scojjc an<l bring 
out its fair meaning, we shall endeavour to handle 
the text after the following mode. Let us consider 
the words of St. Baul, 

1 . I N II E a A R D TO THEIR C(^ N T E X T X E (i AT 1 V E i . N 

where there is anther,''' v'ce. I'tc.) 

2. In reference to tfieir doctrine posi- 
tively but Christ /.v,” &c.) 

To begin then. The third chajder of this 
Epistle to the Colossians, according to the inspired 
writer’s wonted practice of ajijiending practical 
exhortation unto controversial discussions and pro- 
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found argument on ])rinci))les,— begins witli explain- 
ing how directly sound doctrine leads to sacred life. 
The nearer wc a]>proach by faith to the Saviour’s 
the more we must ap})ro\imate by expericiiet* 
to the Saviour’s And this arises out of 

the mysterious analogy between the creed and the 
character of a (’bristian. As ])y the one he pro- 
fesses to jiartieipate in the atoning death and justify- 
ing resurrect ion of Jesus; so in the latter there is 
a res])onsive dying unto sin and a living unto 
righteousness. And this would seem to be the 
coiiceutrat(‘d import of the following verse, which 
o])ens the third cha])ter whence our text is derived. 
“It (or since, for doctrinal inference and not doubt- 
ful hypothesis is intended) ye then ])e riscfi ivith 
r///7ts7, s(‘ek those things which are ahore where 
Chri.sf sittrth at the right hand of (lod.” The next 
two vcrs(*s prolong and heighten this argument, 
which appeals to spiritual consistency. Set your 
affeetion on //li/tr/s a/zorr, not on (nf iho earth'' 

And why I observe well, the exhortation is grounded 
01 * our privilege in (Jirist being considered as the 
source of a spiritual life ia arrordanre with it. 
“ For ye ar(‘ dead., and }joar life is hid with Christ 
in Clod.” The fourth verse in a strain of like doc- 
trine associates the final manifestation of Christ’s 
glory with the Church’s ultimate })erfection, which 
wall then be apparent. Upon this down to the end 
of the eighth verse the apostle continues a succession 
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of practical inferences, and then opens the ninth 
verse, which gradually glides into the one where 
the words of our text is found. In order to put 
this in a clear and useful light we must examine 
both this ninth and also the tenth verse, wifhonf a 
reference to which the vast meaning of “ Christ is 
all and in all,” cannot be correctly understood. 

“ Lie not one to another, seeing that ye have put 
off the old man w'lth his deeds, and have put on the 
new man wdiich is renew'cd in knowledge after the 
image of Him that created him.’^ The duty whicli 
is here enforced, is that of mvtval i^eracify : lie 
not one to another.” And we beg you to observe 
in this place- (as above), that the aj)ostle does not 
inculcate the duty of speaking truth by any refer- 
ence to the abstract nature, the moral precepts, or 
evangelical promises of God ; hut the stress of his 
whole exhortation relates to the analogy which 
exists between that Christian privilege and charac- 
ter ; the latter being as it were the symbolical re- 
tlection of the former. TJii^ apj)ears from the 
h(*liever's mystical ])articipation in the death a id 
resurrection of his Lord, — “ sef.ing ye have j)ut 
ojf the old wan with his deeds, and have yvt on the 
new."' By the putting off the old man, w'e are to 
understand the complete removal of the guilt and 
dominion of sin through our communion witli the 
death of Christ, and our victory ovct the life 
and motion of sin by a j)rogressive surren- 
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der of our whole being to the ‘‘ power of Ills 
resurrection.” But there is also the j)ositive 
aspect of the argument, or the putting on the new 
man,” &c., &c. And here allow us to present you 
with the f)ithy and pregnant sentences of an old 
'Anglican divine on this junction, of what is j)ut off 
from our nature, and what is put on, under the 
principles of the Gospel.* It cannot possibly 
happen that he who })uts off the old man, should 
not at the snwe time ])ut on the new. For as in 
j)hysics as soon as the old form (of existence) is 
expelled, a new one immediately succeeds : so when 
the old Adam is put off’, a new man is at the same 
time ])ut on, the works and conversation of the old 
man mast cease.” — It is however unto the precise 
elements, mentnl, spiritual, or moral, which consti- 
tute “ the new man,” we arc now to direct our cliief 
attention. And what less can we understand by 
these mighty and significant terms, new man,” 
than the inhatiitatian of a Divine Spirit in the 
entire farnifies if on r renovated hnmanitij / Thus, 
altln»»ugh as to their primitive substanci* or original 
essence these faculties are not new, yet in regard to 
their spiritualized character, they are altogether 
transformed into what is “new’' in their 
tendencies and operations f But j)re-emincutly mav 
we understand by the further description of “ the 
new man” which follows in the words, — “ the image. 

* Uaiislatod by Allport. 
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of Him that created him,” — that this newness con- 
sists in man’s having ( 1 .) the intellectii aepower 
SUPERNATURALLY ENLIOIITENED ; and (2.) THE 
PRACTICAL WILL EFITCACIOUSLY SANCTIFIED ; SO 

that by this double action of regenerating grace, tlie 
Christian becomes an “ image ” or human reflex on 
earth who faintly but sincerely represents his Divine 
original in heaven. 

But what ideas are we to associate with tin* 
reitewitl of that which itself is nnv ^ For the 
apostle speaks of the “ new man” being “ renewed.” 
Why, we are to connect with this sublime process 
all which the (lospel intimates, as to the power of 
iiidw’elliiig sin being progressive*!}' ovei’come by that 
internal antagonist of all corruption, — the iiuhvelling 
Spirit. Thus the }»atli of the heliever’s holin(‘Ss 
brightens more and more unto the })ure and j)erfect 
clay of consummate saiictilicatioii. In doctrinal 
liarmoiiy with this view, we read in 2 Cor. iv. Hi, 
“ Though our outward man perish, yet the intran/ 
wan h rcnen'pd daij hij ddf/y ^t. Augustine 
too, (ill many respects the most searching of 
evangelic exj)Ositors,) thus remarks on the imjier- 
fection of the (Christian's holiness, and thereby im- 
plicates the whole princijde of a needed renewal of 
the new man, “ day by day,” till the “ body of sin” 
is at length felt no more in the kingdom of the just 
on high. Feri'ect newness docs not exist 
itself in the mind of the regenerate. The law of sin 



CHRIST OUR ALL IN ALL. 


17 


remains in the regenerate, although overcome and 
broken tlirough.” 

Where tliere is neither Greek nor Jew, cir- 
cumcision nor nncircumcision. Barbarian, Scythian, 
bond nor fr(‘e : but Christ is all and in all.” Ob- 
viously the argument still turns on the same [)oint, 
namely, the spintna! essence which al)solutcly con- 
stitutes the “ new man.” The '' where ” then is to 
be referred to the ‘‘ new creature in Christ Jesus.” 
Hence w*c have the Divine element of human 
renovation presented to us under a twofold mode of 
illustration. (1.) St. Paul excludes certain things 
from constituting all new creatureship in Christ ; 
and {'!,) he includes the whole in one climax and 
sublime conception, — ‘‘ Christ is all and in all!” 
Here the new man rises up before us in all the 
stature and symmetry of the Holy Ghost. Let us 
take a hasty glimpse at the negative side of the 
(juestion, to which we originally alluded. 

We venture then to think that by this exclusion 
of Greek and Jew, &c., &c., from any essential 
relati iship to the ‘‘ new man,” the apostle has 
indirectly predicted certain tendencies which he 
ffu’esaw would originate in the Church hereafter — 
to confound the modification which man and nature 
achieve on our being, with that spiritual trans- 
formation which grace alone can effect. Greek 
and Jew, circumcision and uucircumcision, &c., arc, 

c 
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therefore to be regarded as universal symbols, or 
generic types of certain influences to wliicli genuine 
faith must never give the name, or ascribe the 
essence of, “ the new man.” And this we presume 
is a correct idea of the negative hearing of the 
passage. For there is of course a natural,* 
religious, instrumental, and political sense in 
which we may with sacred propriety assert that 
in the new man, both Greek and Jew, the circum- 
cised and the uncircumcised, the barbarian, bond 
and free, are to be found. To translate the verse, 
without this due limitation is to make St. Paul 
the ‘‘ author of confusion,” and the disturber of 
agencies and distinctions both in religion and in 
morals, which God himself by his providence or 
by his word hath appointed. Thus the same 
inspired authority which warns us against blending 
the instrumental and the natural with the essential 
and the supernatural, in “ the new man, after the 
image of God,” — does not fail to sanction social 
order and political subordination (1 Tim. vi. 1) ; 
“ Let as many servants as are under the yoke cgunt 
their own masters worthy of all honour, that the 
name of God and his doctrine be not blasphemed.” 
Wherefore we conclude with the same devout and 
deep thinker whom we quoted above, It behoves 
us, as far as this life is concerned, to be subject to 
powers ; but as to our believing in God and being 
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called to his kinydom, we need not be subjeet to 
any man who would divert us from it.”* 

Thus above and beyond whatever human pride, 
or privilege, or embellishment, or natural dignity, or 
mental culture, would ascribe unto the essentials 
of the “ new man or whatever the same would 
assert to exclude man from this state of Divine 
newness — the apostle enthrones the Lord Christ 
in his own infinite self-sufficiency, — “ Christ is all 
and in all.'' 


St. August, in Epist. ad Roni.*’propos. 72. 



PART L 


THE MYSTERIOUS PERSON OF CHRIST 
CONTEMPLATED. 

Section First. 

ON CHRIST AS ATTRACTING THE REGARDS OF 
I N I VK RSA L INTELLKiE NC E . 

“ UiXTO YOU therefore wliich believe He is pre- 
cious,” — these touching words of St. Peter may well 
serve to introduce us to the full glories mysteries 
and mercies wliieli our text embodies, wiicn con- 
templated under the second great division formerly 
pro])osed, viz., In reference to the doctrine 
POSITIVELY ASSERTED — ‘^CiiRiST is all aud ill all!” 
And may that Divine Agent, whose covenant otJice 
it is to glorify Christ by commending his })veeious- 
iiess power and grace unto the Church, — take from 
our minds every cloud of error which may eclipse 
them in contemplating ‘‘ the truth as it is in Jesus;*’ 
and remove from our hearts every hardness which 
may incline us to believe the error as it is in our- 
selces- For verily the love of the reconciled Jehovah 
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as exhibited in Christ Jesus towards perishing and 
polluted man, is an immense deep of ineffable 
wonders, adown which the eye of human adora- 
tion gazes till it is almost dazzled in its effort 
to j)icrce the saeredness and the splendour which 
lie before it. Therein God illustrates God, and 
hath thus enriched the moral universe with a new 
IDEA, and also supplied the choral heavens with 
a “ NEW soN(; “ Great and marvellous are thy 
ways, oh God,” in the realized purpose of thy 
ju’edestinated Elect, Thine own decreed One from 
everlasting. Never will the concentrated eloipience 
of all holy intelligence be competent to express the 
sum of those ‘‘ unsearchable riches ” which thou 
hast treasured up in the adorable Son of thv love. 
On earth we marvel at them now, and in heaven 
we shall continiu* to wonder at them for evermore. 
Time is too brief to exhaust our admiring strains : 
therefore shall we prolong them hereafter ; and 
thus as ])ardoncd sinners, who remember the Divine 
Blood wherewith their amnesty was })rocured, — 
r Imlration will he the chief religion of their grate- 
ful eternitg. 

Let us then at once enter on this magnificent 
theme ; and in order to prevent confusion, we will 
consider that in the doctrinal utterance which 
St. Paul hath delivered in our text, we have 

1. A MYSTERIOUS PERSON TO CONTEMPLATE 

(“ Christ.”) 
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2. Avast assertion to vindicate (‘‘is all;”) 

3. A spiritual economy to illustrate 

and IN ALL.”) 

This, you will observe, is our threefold division 
of the subject ; and we purpose, with the blessing 
of God, to devote a separate chapter to each of the 
above three distinctions ; and after these have been 
discussed, to associate in a fourth chapter the 
spirit of the whole result with some practical 
references to the Church, Society, and the World. 
We at once then proceed to contemplate Christ; 

1. As ATTRACTING THE REGARDS OF UNIVERSAL 
INTELLIGENCE. 

And we begin with the highest and holiest of all, 
even wth Him who is the source of all created 
reason ; and in whom ” considered smphj as a 
thinking Substance, all the mind which may exist 
in angel fiend or man, — ^liath its mysterious origin 
and root. Now while it would be to degrade the 
Deity and to render Him but the infinite counter- 
part of our own imagined Ideal, were we to talk of 
God admiring ” any being or thing whatever: — 
still we are justified in stating that Scripture 
represents the Divine mind itself as pecnlinrly con- 
vent rated on Jesus Christ, There is it would 
apj)ear an unutterable relation, not only between 
the person of Christ and the person of the Father, 
considered as co-eternal and co-equal in the unity 
of their essence, but also between the mediatoriai. 
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WORK of the Son, and the legislative will of 
Him who is according to the order of Subsistence 
the First in Godhead. Again and again the 
Scriptures, both Old and New, shadow forth 
unto our feeble mind a mysterious something 
in the moral nature of the Father, under terms 
derived from such intense gratification wonder and 
delight as appertain unto our moral experiences. 
We must instance some examples, and to escape 
being overwhelmed with numbers, our selection 
shall be limited unto tw^o specimens taken severally 
from the Old and New Testaments. “ The Lord 
possessed me (i. e., Ilis personal wisdom) in 
the beginning of Ilis way, before Ilis works of old. 

I WAS SET UP FROM EVERLASTING, from the begin- 
ning, or ever the earth was.** . . . “ Then I was by 
Him, as one brought up with Him : and I was 
DAILY His delight ; rejoicing always before Him : 
rejoicing in the habitable part of His earth, and 
MY DELIGHTS wcre witli the SONS OF MEN.” (Prov. 
viii. 22, 23, 30, 31.) In this august passage the 
Kcjy Ghost aj)pears to become the historian of the 
Everlasting Covenant struck from the dcj)ths of the 
Divine essence hetween the Almighty Three. 
Back beyond all creation, before matter motion 
time or space began, even unto the past of an 
unexplored eternity, — are we here wafted by this 
mighty revelation. And imto wJutt is the human 
spirit introduced ? Why, into the deep bosom of 
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the Trinity ! — into the awful enclosure, the sanc- 
tuary and recess of the Infinite Mind itself 
where from everlasting” Christ was set up” 
as indeed “ the Lamb slain from the foundation 
of the world.” But it is not simply unto the ever- 
lastingness of Christ as constituted in the secret 
counsel of his Father, w'e direct your attention. 
Nor does the line of our argument lead us to 
dwell on the surpassing love of our then decreed 
Emmanuel, who rejoiced to redeem our world in 
idea, before the world itself was created ; ?nd 
whose “ delights were with the sons of men” as 
destined to be the purchase of ITis agony, even 
wlien not (i breath of human life was draun. In- 
spiring as these topics are, our precise sui)ject does 
not relate to them. But wt do entreat vuu to 
})onder with awe and pray with reverential gratitude 
over this revealed fact — that “ God so loved the 
W'orld,” as to contemplate His election ttf the Son 
for the redemption of it with ineffahle complavenvij. 
For saith the Spirit, Christ was “ daily his delight.” 
‘‘His delight!” Think of that, believer ! .and 
ask thy soul what must be the glories and excel- 
lences of Him, from whose mysteriously decreed 
Person and from the majesty of whose i)redestined 
work the Divine Nature itself reaped an unima- 
ginable delight ! 

Isaiah in the commencement of the forty-second 
chapter of his prophecies, associates the paternal 
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mind of God in a like manner with the marvell()us 
pretensions of Jesus Christ. “ Behold ! my servant 
whom I uphold ; mink elect in whom my soul 
DKLiGHTKTii !” Thc wliole volume of revelation 
cannot supply us with a more appropriate proof of 
the INFINITE COMPLACENCY wliicli God finds in the 
self-manifestation of His properties through Christ, 
as that mysterious platform on which they were to 
be harmoniously displayed. Of course regarded in 
His Divine nature only the Redeemer was neither 
subject to, sustained by, nor elected for, the Father. 
But as Mediator, He is officially subordinated to 
the First Person in the Godhead. Moreover al- 
(lie will of the Trinity even as the Essence 
isoNK,- - \ r*t is there a distinct acting of this one 
will flirougb the distinctness of the Divine Persons, 
so as to form the ground of what is revealed unto man, 
under the image of a federal transaction. It is in 
reference (o this covenant movement in the distinct 
act of the Father’s will, that the Son is described 
as saying, “ Lo, 1 come ; I delight to do tiiy will, 
O ^ Y God!” But if the incarnated Son delighted 
in His mediatorial submission to thc Father — what 
tongue can express, or what innagination conceive 
the intensity of that celestial gratification which the 
Almighty Himself declares lie receives in Christ ! 
— “ Mine elect I” that is the archetypal Head of 
all election in thc future Church, — “ in whom my 
soul (leliyhts r' After a full allowance for the 
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condescension of the Spirit in coining down to 
tlie horizon of oiir intelligence by this form of 
expression, we ask (so far as inspired language 
can hodg forth the eternal consciousness of God) is 
not this description ? And to what less than assert- 
ing that God contemplates more in Christ of Ilis 
own reflected glories than in any other manifesta- 
tion of Ills properties, — does this text amount ? 

If we revert to the New Testament we And the 
complacency of God on two occasions sensibly ex- 
pressed, on the claims of Jesus to tlie veneration of 
the Universal Church. For example, at Ilis bap- 
tism ; '' Lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is 
MY BELOVED Son, ill wliom I am well pleased.” 
Again too from the supernatural cloud that over- 
shadowed Mount Tabor during the transfiguration 

There came out a voice, saying. This is my 
BELOVED Son, hear him.” Other passages of a 
like tendency might easily be quoted : but those 
we have selected are to the point, and therefore 
suflUcient. But what a resistless argument do they 
yield for impressing our hearts with the exceeding 
majesty of the Messiah / Whatever philosophy, 
science, reason, or prejudice may dream or assert, 
there cannot be less than everlasting jireciousness 
and unfathomable perfection in Him, — who is thus 
described as administering transcendent delight to 
the “ High and Lofty one wdio inhabiteth eternity, 
and whose name is Holy.” (Isaiah Ivii. 15.) 
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Our second illustration of the beauty and glory 
of Christ considered as a Mysterious Person, will 
refer us to the sublime functions which the Spirit 
hath fulfilled in unveiling His character to the 
reason and conscience of man. And surely the 
fact that our Redeemer does include in His triple 
office attributes of such awful worth and measure- 
less influence, as to reipiire the Divine appliance of 
the Holy Ghost before these attributes and that 
influence can be vitally and savingly understood, — 
is in itself a testimony to Ilis august claims! Were 
Christ upon the terrible hypothesis of the Arian or 
Sociniau creed nothing beyond some elevated mas- 
ter-piece of created and finite excellency, then no 
superhuman aid would be required in order to 
render man sensible of the Saviour’s worth. In 
that case the perce])tions of the intellect, the 
powers of conscience, and the bias of the affections, 
might have been quite sufficient in themselves to 
have bro\ight our humanity into loving union with 
the Son of God. But from the Fall up to the 
pre^jut hour, there is no example of mere reason 
conscience or affection having ever conducted a 
sinner “ to the feet of Jesus.” True, in Himself 
Christ IS the great Relief and glorious Remedy 
which sinful man actually needs : but then man by 
nature is so fallen that he is ignorant of the ex- 
ceeding depths of that corruption into which he is 
descended. He needs to know his true want : 
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and accordingly Christ the all in alP’ is thus 
by the grace of the Spirit gradually revealed, ap- 
plied, and comniiinicated to the human soul. But 
how can we doubt that if the First Person in the 
Godhead calls Christ “ Ilis Elect” in whom Ilis 
soul delights — that the Third Person reciprocates 
in this delight ? 

Let us hear from the lips of our blessed Lord 
the sum and substance of the Spirit’s ofheial rela- 
tion unto Himself. ‘‘ He shall testify of me.” 
(John XV. ‘J6.) He will guide you into all 
TRUTH : for He shall not speak of Himself ; but 
whatsoever He shall hear, that shall He speak.” 

. . . .• Tie shall glorify me : for He shall 

receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you.” (John 
xvi. Jd, 14.) Of course in their plenary sense 
these words apply to the operations of Christ since 
His ascension into heaven, there to ])resent Ilis 
own Sacrificial Merits before the eyes of His 
eternal Father. But in their virtual jirinciple 
they serve to intimate the ottice of the Holy Gliost 
towards Christ and His Church in all ages. And 
oh I what a glimpse \\c here have of the grandeur 
of our ‘‘ All in all !” For whether you divide 
the work of the Spirit into its threefold class of 
Prospect ice j Retrospective, and Final Agencij ; or 
whether you include His entire office under tlu‘ 
concentrated idea of Christ being glorified by His 
applications of Him to the Churcli — in either view 
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you behold the Redeemer an object of supreme 
interest to the essential wisdom of Jehovah. By 
the Third Person in the Trinity the sacred body of 
(Christ \vas fashioned in the womb of the Virgin ; 
the sanctification of Ilis whole nature was also by 
the “ same Spirit and all his graces and gifts, 
prophetical sacerdotal and regal, must be ascribed 
unto the unction of the one Holy Ghost. But we 
must not pause here, when we s])cak of Christ 
attracting the regards of the Divine Spirit. For 
besides Ilis unction manifested in and unto our 
liord's Humanity — we are to consider that all 
prophecy, typical rites, Mosaic sacraments, in- 
s[)ired Scri[)ture, ecclesiastical polity, apostolical 
order, Christian saintship, and Evangelical religion, 
are all to be ascribed unto the Holy Spirit as the 
supreme gloritier of Jesus Christ. And when we 
thus estimate the Spirit’s work both towards (.’hrist 
Personal and Mystical — w’e may indeed put our 
Lord’s (juostion, “ What fhin/c t/on of Christ? 
Whose Son is He?” — when for nearly six thousand 
year*, this iilniighty Lord of grace and truth has 
fjeeit intent on rei^eaHny Ilia Divine bean ties and 
redemptive virtues to the vniversaf Church ! 

In the next place; we observe. That good 

ANGELS CONTEMPLATE WITH DELKillT, AND EVIL 
ONESWHTH DREAD, theMYSTERIOUSNESSOl CnRlST. 

Let us hear the lively oracles” on the subject of 
the former class of spiritual beings, in the first place. 
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Among a number of declarations we select the 
following as most decisive and distinct. “ Ye shall 
see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending 
and descending npon the Son of man,'' (John 
i. lo.) “ That at the name of Jesus every knee 
shall bow, of things in heaven'' &c. (Phil. ii. 10.) 
“ The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven 
with His mighty angels," (2 Thess. i. 7.) “ I 

charge thee before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the elect angels," (1 Tim. v. 21.) “ Let all 

the angels of God worship Him," (Ileb. i. 6.) 

Ye are come unto Mount Zion, .... and to 
an innumerable company of angels," (Ileb. xii. 22.) 
Above all we think the three next quotations asso- 
ciate Christ and the angelic intelligences in a very 
profound and remarkable style. “ God was manifest 
in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen (i. e., beheld 
as a great MORAL phenomenon) of angels," (1 Tim. 
in. 16.) “To the intent that now unto the Pn/i- 
cipalities and Powers in heavenly places might he 
known by the Church the manifold wisdom of 
God," (Eph. hi. 10.) “ Which things the ai^gels 

DESIRE to look into," (1 Peter i. 12.) 

Undoubtedly neither on the subject of angelic 
knowledge and consciousness, nor on any other 
theme, must we endeavour to be “ wise above 
what is written but up to the level of what is 
actually revealed it is our bounden duty and bliss- 
ful privilege to ascertain the “ mind of the Spirit.” 

8 
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Guarded then by this view, we are taught by the 
above passages from Scripture that Heaven is 
populated with innumerable creatures, bright 
blessed and immortal, erect in virtue, untarnished 
by spiritual defilement, and unclogged by the mate- 
rialism which encompasses our own souls on earth. 
In the serenity of their pure and passionless estate 
dwelling round about the Throne of the Eternal, and 
equipped perchance with faculties of perception or 
intuition beyond our limited minds to conceive, — the 
RECTORAL CHARACTER OF GOD, mUSt bc UlltO them 

a theme of august and ever-increasing wonder. To 
what extent the angels themselves have been lite- 
rally benefited by Redeeming love, we cannot tell. 
But this cannot be denied; that as by the Incarna- 
tion God has descended from the altitudes of His 
abstract and invisible essence to the platform of 
the created and finite, — so the Divine Nature must 
now be nearer to angelic apprehension than before. 
Thus then in the way of heavenly knowledge the 
angels are benefited by the embodiment of the Son 
of }d in our flesh. The Humanity of Christ 
henceforth is unto them like a moral prism, through 
which the rays of God’s absolute glory are refracted 
into beams of most intelligible and instructive light. 
Besides we must remember that angels have fallen 
as well as men : and from that recapitulation or 
the “ heading into one multiform unity of angelic 
and human being spoken of in the Ephesians (i. 10) 
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we conclude that the grace of their everlasting 
confirmation in rectitude before God, has been 
imparted vnto the aityels hy the Mediator, Taking 
all this into consideration, we may indeed be ap- 
palled by the zeal adoration and wonder which the 
angelic orders express for (’hrist, and the com- 
parative apathy indifference or unbelief by which 
millions on earth listen to his claims. In this men 
are as foolish as they are wicked. For if next to 
the infinite mind of Jehovah, we consider that 
])urc beings such as we think the angels to be, 
are most capable of appreciating what is perfect in 
mental and pure in moral exhibition ; and further 
if we learn that these very inti‘lligeneos do bend 
their fascinated regards of homage and love for 
ever over the glories of Jesus, — then how Inimbling 
the contrast between us and they ! Unto them, 
Christ is ” a stupendous all in all ” of Divine 
manifestation, where the Persons and Properties of 
the Trinity have combined their concentrated ex- 
pression : and in the study of this mystery of 
mysteries they find their intellect ])erpetually /en- 
larged and their moral bliss increased by endless 
accessions of gratitude and love. But unto how 
immense a number of those who bear a baptismal 
name, is “Christ” a mere historical Personage or 
ecclesiastical Idea, which a creed enshrines, a book 
preserves, or a ceremony unfolds, — and nothing 
more ! 
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But what shall we say of that other rank of 
malignant angels to which a reference has (icen 
made ? Is the Lord Jesus even by them disre- 
garded? Although we cannot assert He attracts 
their attention towards any fellowship with His 
‘purpose and will, may wc not say the marvellous 
triumphs of Christ over the evil they promote, 
and the big disaster which their machinations have 
assisted to introduce into our world by its rebellion 
from God, — may we not say these, at least, awaken 
in their infernal bosoms an interest of dread and 
a principle of despair ? There can be but one reply 
to this question, if we receive with that simplicity 
which is strength on religion, the following deliver- 
ances of ins])iration on this deep matter: — “ Jesus 
was led up of the Spirit to be tempted of the 
Devil.” (Matt, iv. 1.) “There met Him two 
possessed of devils coming out of the tombs, 
exceeding fierce, so that no man might pass by 
that way. And, behold, they cried out, saying, 

. . . Art THOU come to torment us before the 

time*?' (Matt, viii, 28, 29.) “ The God of peace 

shall nuuisE 8atan under your feet shortly ! I” 
(Rom. xvi. 20.) “ The God of this world hath 

blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest 
the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ . . . 

should shine into them.” (2 Cor. iv. 4.) “ Through 

death He might destroy him that had the power of 
death, that is, the decile (Heb. ii. 14.) Lastly, 

D 



34 


CHRIST OUR ALL IN ALL. 


consider well the next quotation, by which it appears 
that our moral system is a scene of awful though 
unseen contention between, on the one hand 
the infernal head of the fallen angels, Satan, 
and the all-glorious antagonist of his works, and 
wiles, the Christ of God. The design of the Fiend 
is to transform men more and more into a spiritual 
oneness with himself, and by means of this 
dreadful effect to strike a blow of satanic treason 
against the majesty of heaven, as well as to gratify 
the horrid yearnings of his immitigable hatred 
against the Kedeemer and the redeemed. On the 
contrary, the “ travail” of Emmanuers “ soul” con- 
sists in delivering men out of darkness into the 
kingdom of God’s dear Son,” by transforming His 
elect more and more by gradual approximations of 
purity into similitude with Himself. Let this be 
borne in mind, and we shall at once j)erceive that 
Christ as the great Captain of salvation,” by His 
Spirit and providence and grace for ever leading on 
His sacramental host” from victory to victory till 
the field of immortality is won, — must be an abject 
of dread and dislike, at the same time one of 
j)rofou7id€st interest to the exploriny minds of the 
fallen angels. Though evil, they are yet in their 
intellectual capacity beings of measureless grasp 
and mighty attainment ; and although their wicked- 
ness prevents them loving the purities of 
Redeemer’s character, yet their mental po^er 
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enables them to understand that lie is indeed 
“ Travailing in the greatness of bis strength,” 
“ chief among ten thousand,” “ a morning star” of 
almighty brilliance, and altogether both in time 
and in eternity, “ lovely.” 

• We must yet offer one more illustration of the 
relation which our exalted Redeemer hears to 
universal intelligence, and that is derived from 
His vital and essential connection with the 
Children of God. 

What the sun is to the beam, the root to its tree, 
the ])arcnt fountain to the stream, the light to our 
e^cs, or the atmosphere to our breathing, — that in a 
figurative sense is Christ to the beliecers souL 
“ Looking unto Jesus,” living on His fulness by 
perpetual faith, and growing up day b}" day into 
yogressive conformity to His holiness — this is 
..be spiritual history in principle of renewed man. 
Whatever others may think of Christ, He is indeed 
a saving “ all in all” unto him, unto whom every 
faculty r-ovement and experience of his whole 
spiriuij’li. ^ nature devotes itself by consecrated 
allegiuiice. Desiring to reject all sclf-dej>endence 
and self-complacency, true disciples would enthrone 
their adored Master in high ainl hallowTd supre- 
macy over nil the complex prinei}>les and passions 
of their being. Without Him, the universe 
becomes a blank, life a phantasmal dream, death an 
horriiic mystery, and the apprehended hereafter a 

D 2 
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conscious eternity of increasing despair! But on 
the contrary, ^vith Him, “ though having nothing” 
yet are they found to be possessing all things,” 
because in Christ the spiritual wealth of the 
reconciled Godhead hath been concentrated for the 
Church’s good ; and by appropriating faith these 
“ unsearchable riches” of grace and glory become 
their own. And what though Angelic Intelligences 
from their lofty reach of wisdom and purity must 
he able to measure the heights, and fathom thi‘ 
depths of those moral wonders which the Saviour 
embodies in Ilis Person and encloses in His work 
with a j)crfcction they cannot rival, — yet can no 
angel of light sing with such ecstacy as themselves, 
“ ^yorthy, worthy is the Lamb ! for lie v'as slain 
for ns'' It is not simply that when frst melted 
into contrition by a supernatural revelation of the 
Ooss made through the Spirit unto their conscience, 
their conceptions became giorified and their hearts 
purified tlirough such effectual grace. But ever 
since they were justified and sanctified by faith in 
Divine Blood, they have continued with prj^erful 
intensity to regard Him and Him atone, as the Ori- 
ginator, the Imparter, the Sustainer, the Finisher” 
of their spiritual life. And thus, prolonged exist- 
ence is with them but an augmented realization of 
their “ all in all,” as the “ Sun of Righteousness” in 
whose healing rays their whole religious experience 
“ lives, and moves, and hath its being.” Nor do 
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they anticipate that in the world to come their 
minds, however dilated into majesty and delivered 
from all impurity, will ever overtake the stupen- 
dous merits of the Son of God. Far otherwise ; 
for they believe eteniity itself will be vocal with 
a lauding hymn, arising with deeper swell and 
richer cadence unto their enthroned All in All,'* 
from “ a multitude which no man could number.” 
(Rev.) 

To some extent then we have so far endeavoured 
to illustrate the essential and relative perfections of 
'‘Christ,” as that “ Mysterious Person” whose 
attributes of excellency we proposed to contemplate. 
From the infallible authority of Scripture, where 
God arrays His infinite mind under the forms of 
human expressions, we learn that by the First 
Person in the Trinity Christ is regarded with a 
eom])lacency of ineffable depth and meaning ; by 
the Third Person the same Christ has been, and 
is, savingly revealed unto the reason and conscience 
of the Church in all ages ; that by the standing 
ang(Js He is magnified with ceaseless anthems of 
wonder, while by the fallen angels He is not dis- 
regarded, but by that negative homage of their dread 
and despair evinced to be “ mighty to save and 
that finally unto the redeemed saints on earth and 
the “ sj)irits of the just made perfect” above, — this 
adorable Christ is the central object of incessant 
homage and admiring praise. But it may be said 
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we spoke of the l^cdeemer as attracting unto Him- 
self the high and holy regards of universal intelli- 
gence ; yet are there not millions who profess Chris- 
tianity, but whose hearts throb not with a single 
pulse of spiritual loyalty to their Divine King? 
We admit the exception, and with mournful candour 
are compelled to allow its vast extent also ! Yes, 
God the Father, God the Spirit, angels above, 
devils below, and the entire family of the justified 
on earth, — are in their degrees and proportions 
interested in the claims of our transcendent Lord. 
But amid all this concurrent testimony unto Christ, 
we discover an innumerable mass of men whos(* 
hearts are as cold as the grave towards the ('ruci- 
fied ! In vain is the Bible opened, the Gosp'd 
preaclied, and the message of life urged home upon 
their consciousness with the jdeading earnestness of 
faith and love ; in vain too are the sacraments 
dispensed, the ordinances administered, and tiie 
beautiful persuasions of holy example, both publicly 
and privately set before them. Still they remain 
fast bound in the stupifying bonds of a heartless 
indifference : still like that typical mouthj)iece of 
religious aj)athy, Pilate, they are prepared to ex- 
claim, “ ivhat is truth V' Meainvhile it is as 
clear as any first principle which our intellect 
embraces, that the invisible God has descended 
on earth in the Person of His Only-Begotten ; 
and that an atonement of unutterable efficacy 
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has been made by the incarnated Redeemer for 
the sins of the whole world and that who- 
soever WILL may take of the waters of life freely,” 
“ without money, and without price.” What shall 
we say then to this dreadful phenomenon of human 
indifference to the majesty and merit of Christ ? Why, 
think not we are guilty of ferocious exaggeration or 
deal in mere phrases of passionate excess, when we 
assure you that the guilt of despising Christ has 
no equal in this world nor in that which is to come. 
The rejection of Christ, when set before man in all 
the plenitude of Ilis pardoning grace, is a criminal 
ingratitude which the darkest outcast who burns 
and blasphemes in the pit of the infernals, never 
has committed, and never indeed cffu : for “ verilv 
He took not on Him the nature of anc/efs, but the 
seed of Abraham,” An unbelieving disregard 
therefore for Christ is the (puntescence of moral 
evil, the sin of sins, and the enormity of enormities. 
By such hideous conduct it is not simjdy that we 
‘‘ forsake our own mercies ; but thereby every 
Pe, ,011 ill the Godliead is despised, every Attribute 
insulted, every jiromise in the Covenant slighted, 
every act of Providence in the world eonteiniied, 
and every truth in the Bible contradicted; in a 
word, — by repulsing Christ from his disdain- 
ful soul, man achieves a miracle of ingratitude 
which is only second to God’s miracles of love in 



40 


CHRIST OUR ALL IN ALL. 


the gift of Ilis Sou for the rescue of the world, and 
for the redemption of the undone. 

And yet are we cjuite correct in saying that 
Christ does not attract unto his person and perfec- 
tions those who are to be classed among the Pilates 
and Gallios of the indifferent and heedless ? Is it 
true that Christ does not attract them because therj 
refuse to be attracted? We believe not. For to 
all Christ is sufficient when duly proclaimed and 
clearly offered ; though unto them who “ refuse'^ to 
receive “ the glad tidings” lie is not efficient. 
Thus the dread responsibility of rejecting this 
“ great salvation” lies with inevitable weiglit on 
the souls of all who hear the voice of the 8on of 
man,” either in the ministry or through the Word. 
Xor indeed do we believe any oiu? human spirit 
who is brought by means of the Church or 
Providence into a near aseociation with spiritual 
influences, ran altogether escape the attractive 
power of Christ, or the sul)duing j)rinciple of 
the Cross. By dark memories of the past, and 
chill prognostications of the future ; by shuddering 
thoughts of the grave and instinctive trernoiirs 
about judgment to come ; by momentary gleams of 
an imagined hell, and by those supernatural ideas of 
an eternity where all is ghastliness and woe wdiich 
will sometimes force themselves upon the dismal 
fancies of the unbelieving ; by all this and more 
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than our words can interpret, — the Spirit of 
Christ often strives with the indifferent even 
unto the last. And should there light upon this 
page the eye of a mocker, we invoke the soul of 
that person by whatsoever is glorious in heaven 
yr gloomy in hell, by whatever is impressive on 
earth and fearful in the eternity of an undying 
consciousness, — to think of these things,” and 

betake himself at once unto the ‘‘ all in all ” of 
Christ and “ Him crucified.” The hour is fast 
approaching when unbelief shall be im])ossible, and 
all indifference cease. “ He that must come, shall 
come, and that quickly.” And then amid the 
dissolution of nature and the departure of worlds 
none will be heard to exclaim — “ what is truth 
but many will lift their imploring voices “ to the 
mountains and rocks,” and utter forth that appalling 
shriek ot despair, “ Fall on us ! Hide us from the 
lace of Him that sitteth on the throne, and from 
THE WRATH OF THE LAMB.” (llcv. vi. 16.) 


Section Second. 

CHRIST IS THE EVERLASTING ROCK ON W HICH THE 
CHURCH IS FOUNDED, 

Having thus contemplated Emmanuel as concen- 
trating upon His wondrous claims the regards of 
universal Intelligence, let us in the next place 
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srather our hearts around Him with loving awe, and 
behold Him as 

2. The everlasting “Rock” on which the 
Church is founded. 

For this purpose we cannot do better than 
introduce the subject by scriptural analysis. 
Touching then the fact that Christ in IIis Person 
is indeed the living, only, and eternal foundation on 
which the entire fabric of the Church, or spiritual 
temple, stands firm and fast amid all the mutations 
of empires men and things, the words of the 
Redeemer himself are decisive — “ Whom say ye 
that I am ? And Simon Peter answered, and said, 
Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God,” Now let us hearken solemnly to this large 
utterance and lofty confession of St. Peter, lie 
evidently gives a twofold reply to the one question 
of our Lord. First: Thou art the (hiiiisT;” 
that is. Thou art He whom the sealing unction of 
the Father hath attested to be the very being from 
whose oi-FiCES the Church will derive her light, 
])eace, and immortality. But the creed of the 
apostle in the second jdace implicates another view 
of who the Saviour is ; for after confessing the 
verity of IIis ojfice^ he declares the awfid gran- 
d.mrs of IIis Person — “ Thou art the Son of the 
living God that is, by an internal and ineffable 
act of the Godhead in the person of the Father, 
Christ was begotten from the substance of Divinity 
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from everlasting. Thus the confession of Peter 
is an abbreviation of Christianity — a sublime 
epitome of all which is saving and essential in the 
matter of the soul’s reconciliation with God. But 
we must attend to the Redeemer’s own comment on 
•this apostolical creed in order to show you how the 
“ all in all” personally and officially regarded, must 
be, to the exclusion of all co-equal partnership and 
vicarious representation, — the Rock ” on which 

stands the Universal Church. “ Blessed art thou, 
Simon, son of Bar-jona, for flesh and blood hath 
not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is 
in heaven.” These words are directed towards tw’o 
points, the (1) privilege of the confessor — he is 
“ blessed;” and (2) to the supernatural excellency 
of the confession — it w^as not revealed by flesh 
and blood,” but by the Divine “ Father.” But 
mark further what is the spiritual architecture, or 
mysterious fabric of faith which the Lord asserts 
will rest uj)on this confession as its foundation-rock 
as long as the Church militant endures. “ I say 
also^unto thee. Thou art Peter, and upon this rock 
{Tavryjrrj Trirpa ) I will BUILD MY CuUHCH ; and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” Of 
course w’e are quite aware how these sublime words 
are perverted by the genius of Papistry into an 
argument for the primacy of St. Peter over the rest 
of the apostles, and by consequence for the supre- 
macy of the Romish bisho»^s entitled “ Popes.” 



44 


CHRIST OUR ALL IN ALL. 


But as controversy here would be out of place, we 
may prudently dismiss this monstrous figment of 
Papal autocracy, and refer you to the unanswered 
and unanswerable treatises of Jewell and Bull, 
Stillingfleet and Barrow, for an utter demolition of 
Rome’s claim to this text as constituting her the 
mother and mistress of all our Churches. Assuming 
it then as granted that our Reformers were right in 
their view of this passage, you will perceive at once 
that it is on the truth of the confessmi and not on 
the person of the confessor Christ asserts He will 
build ” His Church !” Ilis w'ords have tw^o 
aspects. By the one the foundation of His 
Church is positively fixed — “ on this rock I will 
build my Church.” By the other its destruction 
is rendered impossible by a negative prediction — 
“ the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” 
But this rock ” of confession we have already 
proved to be (1) the “ rock” of the Redeemer’s 
PERSONAL MAJESTY, aiid (2) tlic “ rock ” of His 
OFFICIAL CHARACTER. Tlius we reach the resistless 
conclusion that this Christ our all in all ” is that 
glorious Being in whose Person and Office the holy 
Catholic Church is rooted and grounded ” as its 
living and only foundation. 

The subject however is so precious and important 
that we must offer you two more Scripture illustra- 
tions before we append some doctrinal conclusions 
to this head. In Ephesians i. 9, 10, the Holy 
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Ghost thus enlarges upon the ordination of Christ 
from eternity as that mystical centre in whom all 
the counsels of Jehovah, as regards human salva- 
tion, — mingle and meet According to Ilis good 
pleasure which lie 'purposed in Hhnself, that in the 
dispensation of the fulness of time, He might 
gather together in one^ all things in Christ, both 
which are in heaven, and which are in earth, even 
in Him.” Assuredly no believer in the Word of 
God will dispute the fact that, Christ Himself is 
here described as the Head of that magnificent 
recapitulation into whose adorable unity Divine 
will ” had firedcstinatcd all the scattered and 
distinct ‘‘ things of heaven and earth ” to be 
gathered. And lest the proud rationalism of a 

suspicious mind or the blind sensuality of an 
unbelieving heart should question the faet, that 
Christ is indeed so great that all things ” are to 
be harmonized into oneness through His person, — 
St. Paul augments the assertion by a striking 
repartition, “ even in Him !” as though he foresaw 
and by anticipation rebuked all scepticism on the 
matter : “ In Him,” and by none other, doubt or 
rationalize as the world may. 

From Prov. viii. 22, &c., we have already derived 
some inferences ; but we must refer to the same 
quarter once more in order to prove by the Bible, 
how completely we arc justified in asserting that all 
the self-manifestations of God towards the Church 
8 
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on earth flow out of those everlasting Counsels 
which reach their cousumniation and closing elfect 
in Christ. “The Lord” is there said to “j)ossess” 
Christ “ in the beginning of His ways.” Now by 
the “ beginning ” we understand those internal 
decrees of the Divine will, which are the root 
of God’s “ ways ;” and by the “ ways” themselves, 
we believe the Scripture intends the works of 
Deity ad extra^ or His externally developed will. 
By the possession then of Christ on the part of God 
cannot be meant His eternal Sonship, but ratlier llis 
mediatorial constitution hereafter to be revealed. 
And this will .be further manifest by the expression 
which follows — “ I was set up from everlasting 
i.e., in the predestinating idea of The Trinity, Christ 
from all eternity was designed to be The grand M(‘ • 
dium through Whom and in Whom the “ ways” of 
the Almighty toward the salvation of man would 
be finally realized. Combine therefore the doctrinal 
force of these quotations, and we can fully justify 
our proposition — Christ is the “ Rock ” on which 
the Church reposes as its true foundation. 

Still, let us guard against an error which we 
apprehend to some extent is admitted into the 
minds of people whose theology lies on the surface 
of the word, rather than emanates from its fruitful 
depths. Christ did not originate the “ beginning 
of God’s ways,” or counsels of secret love towards 
the unborn humanity which was to be. But rather 



CHRIST OUR ALL IN ALL. 


47 


must it be said the decrees of sovereign election 
originated Him. In other terms, the condescension 
of the Son in beeoming incarnate and offering an 
atonement for sin did not produce the pardoning 
merey of the Father ; but the pardoning mercy or 
grace of the Father towards man produced the 
Incarnation and the Atonement. The distinction 
though apparently subtle, is most influential in its 
influence over the heart’s sentiments touching the 
essential lilaeahilitif of the Divine nature. Bearing 
therefore this distinction in mind, let us elevate our 
admiring souls with the homage of faith and with 
hosannahs of love unto Him, through whose incar- 
nated Person Jehovah’s marvels and mysteries of 
grace were destined to be effectuated and fulfilled. 
Thus Christ was the Rock ” of His Church from 
everlasting; and before the members of it were 
bom, they were both individually and corporately 
beheld by a prescient God as resting on and in the 
Redeemer. And thus indeed a memorable j)assage 
in the first chapter of the Ephesians states the 
scheine of human salvation, as it was forecast in 
the model of the eternal mind. “ He hath chosen 
us IN Him, before the foundation of the world.” 
While then on the one hand the fall was man’s 
wilful departure from his Creator’s law and love, 
we must not think that it took the Deity as by 
surprise. However impossible it may be for our 
finite intelligence to harmonize them, we must 
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believe hath in God’s foreknowledge of the fall 
and gracious provision of a remedy, — and at the 
same time acknowledge man’s own responsibility 
and guilt in so falling. 

But let us briefly inquire into some of the consk- 
QUENCES which belong unto the doctrine that Christ 
is the living and sole foundation on which the 
(Church rests. And perhaps we are not far from 
the truth in stating the following Evangelical 
results: 1. The supremacy of Peter and the 
Romish pretensions grounded on this fictitious pre- 
emiuenee are utterly overthrown. 2. All the 
Decrees, Purposes, Properties, and Perfections of 
God which ever have been, or ever will be mani- 
fested unto our redeemed humanity, — are ‘‘ rooted 
and grounded ” in the Incarnation and its con- 
sequences. 3. All the surpassing triumphs of 
redemption relate to the essential glories of His 
Person, as Immanuel, without whose two natures 
combined into a personal unity, a Divine redemp- 
tion of man could not have been achieved. 4. In 
the salvation of a human sold from first to last, 
that is, from the principle of our regeneration on 
earth up to the fact of our final beatitude in 
heaven, — the Sa\iour’s meritorious Work and Person 
are the foundation upon which the entire super- 
structure of our advancing spirituality must be 
said to repose. ‘‘Ye are complete in Him which is 
the Head of all.” (Col. ii. 10.) “ Other founda- 
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TiON can no man lay than that is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ.” (1 Cor. hi. 11.) “ This stone was 

laid in Zion for a foundation, a tried stone, a 
precious corner-stone, a sure foundation : there was 
the first church, and whosoever have been, or 
ever shall be converted to the true Christian faith, 
are and shall be added to that Church, and taiti 
tfpon the same foundation ndiich is the unity of 
oriyination.^' * 


Suction Third. 

ON CinUST AS THE (iREAT RELIEF OF MAN. 

I have seen all the works that are done under 
the sun ; and behold, (tU is vanity and vexation of 
spirit.'’ Such is the melancholy comment of a 
jaded monarch who hud fathomed created (;ood to 
its centre in search after content ; and tlic bio- 
4 »;raj)hy of man’s vexed spirit since the days of 
Solomon may be said to have been anticij)ated by 
this sad description. A creature, hy the very 
constitution of its being, must needs be inadecpiate 
to suffice itself by means of set/ atone. This holds 
true eipually of the highest as of the lowest forms 
of infinite Intidligencc : neither standing angels in 

* Pearson on “ The Holy Catholic Church," Burton’s edit. 
1>. 300, Oxon., 1IM3. 
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their glory nor untallcn man in his paradise could 
be their own ends. Absolute self-suthcicncy is 
the unshared ])rcrogative of God. But when we 
remember that men are not simply creatures begirt 
by the limitations of their natural dependency, 
but also (jiiUtij rebels whose alienated hearts have 
committed treason against their Maker and broken 
loose from Ilijn as their Supreme Good, — the 
argument for our need of something which tran- 
scends tiH which the finite can supply becomes 
resistless. Indeed we can hardly set our Humanity 
before its own mural consciousiu'ss under a more 
impressive aspect than this, — it is in a sfnfe i)f 
luiirersdl uumt both subjectively as to its own 
essential faculties, and ()l)jectively in reference to 
those su})plies external to itself, which are re(|uired. 
Man then is a liv;n(; want, and the otHce of 
Christianity is to sui’ei.v him with that very 
good after which he blindly gropes, and madly 
strives liv self-attainments to reach. But the 
history of this sinful ambition is what Solomon 
tells us — vanity and vexation of s]>irit.” Let* us 
endeavour to illustrate this in a few words. The 
Otlices of the Lord Jesus then suggest by their 
relative fulness the precise nature of our emptiness 
as sinful and undone. These Offices every eclucated 
child knows are tin* Prophetical, the Sacerdotal, 
and the Uegal ; which severally aj)p]y to the 
Intellect, the Afi e(;tions, and the Conscience 
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of Humanity. Now what is tlie state of thef^e 
departments of our nature as respects our final 
G;ood ? Why if Scripture and the archives of our 
' race arc accredited, darkness sensuality and dis- 
tress have ever been, and continue to he, the 
cliaractcristics of their real state before God, But 
ai)art from tlic discoveries of rcv(‘al(‘d truth jind 
tlie teachings of a Divine 8j)irit, nnii have ikj 
religious sense of their darkness and degeneracy ; 
and thus heiiig as proud as they are polluted, they 
attempt to discover an artificial Christ far fhem- 
selees. Tn other words instead of tliat heavenly 
supply of intellectual, moral, and spiritual good, 
which the three olhees of the Bedeemer s(*eure for 
all who surrender their whole being to Him, — they 
seek to invent a sufKciency for theinscdves. Ihit 
o’ cn as no stream can rise beyond the level of its 
own source, in like manner no human instrument 
can elevate itself out of that sinful de])tii of iuea- 
pacity into which its own entire nature is [)hmged. 
In adc^hion to this, we are to recollect that eontem 
or Intppiness is the result of a certain harmony and 
propriety : that is, before the human spirit ra,t be 
satisfied its faculties must he attraetcal by objects 
proportioned to their own extent, and moreover 
tin. objects themselves must be within the 
range of our appropriation. Bear this in mind, 
and tliL true inadetjuacy of all earthly good 
whatsoever is at once explained. Han was 

K J 
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oriicinally constituted //// the Alniip;lity /w tlie 
Aliiiiglity, ns the everlasting Centre unto which 
TIis being was to j)rogress. For this purpose God 
endowed him witli immortal intkllix’T, tlie right 
})roportion to wliich is Infiniti: Truth ; and also 
witli a SELF-MOVING MILL, the true relation ot‘ 
which is Heavenly Good. Now where mc ask 
OUT of God in Christ Jesus self-manifested , — cati 
Infinite Truth and Heavenly Truth he discovered I 
Yet men continue to “ feel after it’’ in the hlind 
workings of their selfishness and sin, “ if haply they 
mav” attain that bv human effort which nothing 
less than Divine mercy can impart. In short man 
needs to be taught his own need : and this instruc- 
tion conieth only from that Holy Ghost who ev(‘r 
in bringing us to (Christ achieves a twofoi.d reve- 
lation. By the one Christ's sanctifying fulness is 
unfolded to the sinner ; and hy the other tin* 
sinner’s jinllutcd emptiness is revealed unto himself. 
Till this Ijt* accomplished, the whole life of natural 
man though cultivated up to the highest point of 
conceivable improvement, will be little more than 
human restlessness moving round the circle of its 
discontents, and dreams, and dissatisfactions. This 
mortal unrest is thus powerfully described by an 
elofpient old divine of the Anglican Church.-' 
WheiKX* arise distractions of heart, thoughts for 
to-morrow, rovings and impiisitions of the soul 
* iiishop RcynoUls* Works, volume i. pajje 7. 
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after infinite varieties of earthly things, swarms of 
lust, sparkles of endless thoughts, those secret 
flowings and ebbs, and tempests, find estuaries of 
that sea of corruption in the heart of man, — 
because it can never fnd anything in lehich to rest, 
«r that hath room enough to entertain so ample and 
so endless a guest 

Of course this yearning of the un renovated heart 
to be a mortal Christ unto itself, or to discover a 
carnal heaven of satisfying good, — is develoj)ed 
in a form of manifold action. We have had 
for instance the victims of intense sensuality, 
who hy de})rcssing the higher faculties of reason 
and conscience, have endeavoured to rival 
the paradise of brutes, by indulging mere 
])assiou to its utmost ])oiut of gratified licentious- 
ness. Again, a more refined class of character 
have surmounted the degradations of animal ex- 
cess, and by the philosophic culture of in- 
tellect have tried to reaeh the perfection of their 
being, ihit if the idolaters of Passion have been 
del^ased into machines and never satisfied ; ecjuallv 
have the worshippers of Intellect been elated into 
proud questioners or sceptics, and so failed (o 
receive mental satisfaction. Indeed as the object 
of all earnest philosophy which professes to regard 
the nature of man as immortal, must be to discover 
his supreme duty and to secure his Jinal good ; and 
as both this duty and good depend on the known 
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WILL oi man’s Creator, — it is obvious that 
philosopliy hath as much failed to rcMulcr tlic 
mind content, as sensual indulfrcncc has to make 
the heart haj)j)y. If our Humanity he indeed fallen 
into the niiserahle darkness of its own "uilt and igno- 
rance — this will of God can never be ascertained by 
the sinner. There is a ^ap between our guilty 
nature and God's holy will which nothing but a 
Dirf/tp RpvpdJpr, who is Christ, can ovtTconie. Let 
«is take for granted therefore that ]»lplos()phy i^ 
but an impostor, a kind of mental Anti(‘hrist, when- 
ever it beguiles a man into tin* belief that if 
can bring him unto God. Ihit unless In* he aetnaily 
uaifpil d'ifh (iad^ — the professed end of philosophy 
is an unattainable good. And this will perhaps 
('Xplain the mode in which St Paul Oenonnees the 
intellectual rivalries, which in his day ventured 
to array themselves against ‘‘ the siinplieity which 
is in (Airist.” “ Beware! lest any man spf»il you 
through phihhso]duf nvd rain d**ppity after the tradi- 
tion of men, after the rudiments of the world, and 
not affpr (dirisf.^' ((!ol. ii. S.) 

But our subject lea<ls us to examine the restless 
ambition of the heart, as unfolded by funna of 
rpliijioafi Hff derived out of man’s own faculties^ 
feelings, and sensations, as they now are in tbeir 
fallen cf^ndition. The false religion of man then 
in contrast with the true redigion of (rod, — what is 
it but the soul’s endeavour to re-cKtablidi its broken 
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relations with a far-off and ojfen (led Deity? Nor 
let it be imagined that tliis assertion we alle- 
viate or lessen these terrific annonneements of the 
Hible which declare man as he is by nature not 
only to be without hope,” but “ without Go(V" in 
this world. “ Without God” — means that the 
sinner apart from illuminating grace has no right 
conceptions of the Divine character and will. 
But this view does not exclude from the region of 
human experience, even before grace visits the 
lieart — certain moral instincts, sublime yearnings, 
and spiritual appetences after an Infinite Centre 
OF Rest, to which man feels himself mysteriously 
related. If we be allowed the illustration, — we may 
remark that although the soul by its fall has been 
morally stunned and deafened, it still at times 
appears to catch wdth dreaming ear some feeble 
cadences of that celestial harmony from which it 
hath descended. 

Let us therefore enumerate the religions by 
which the inventhe soul of a sinner seeks in 
vaii^ to recorer its lost connexion with its 
God. There is (1.) The religion of emotional 
sentiment. Those wdio think themselves under 
this form of human development to be religious, 
delight in vague ideas concerning the Beauty of 
the Divine Being, His Goodness, and His Love. 
At times they have a most thrilling perception of 
the Creator’s beneficence, and fancy themselves 
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quite enamoured of Ilis glorious charms and ex- 
cellences. Ihit all tin? while there is nothing 
hut egotism in sacred disguise operating on their 
hearts. God is not really loved hecausc IIc' is not 
spiritually known : for to love Him “as He is,” 
we must obey His hofi/ will, believe His holj/ truth, 
and imitate His /lo/t/ character. Ihit this the 
religious sentimentalist never docs. He loves a 
God, as long as he enjoys the blessings })rivileges 
and comforts which such a God a[)pears to bestow ; 
hut THK God of Scripture, when sorrow or sick- 
ness, desolation or death, invade the homes of the 
sentimentalist, — where is Hi: ? 

(2 ) Next to the religion of sentiment we may 
])lace another which is .allied to it, and yet sutH* 
ciently distinct to he cl.assified by itself alone, — we 
mean The Religion of Imaginative Hinds. 
This style of Righteousness is a popular and jirc- 
v.alent one, and derives its chief aliriuait from the 
‘ir.audeurs of that m.aterial universe which the soul 
through the senses is privileged to survey and 
realize. Iin<aginative religion does not delight in 
the Ideal of the Divine Essence ; still less does it 
find j)leasure in contemplating the glories of 
moral purity and perfection. Rut what 
attracts it most is the reflected magnificence 
and MIGHT of ail all-creative Power, of which 
this eloquent Creation throughout its sprctadings 
of life gives such innumerable and sacramental 

f) 
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Tokens. But, that this religion is likewise a 
splendid vanity for all purposes of moral amend- 
ment and spiritual elevation, — needs no long 
argument to evince. The imagination of the 
sensual and unbelieving lias often exceeded that 
of the sanctified and the faithful, in its strains of 
adoring ecstasy put up to the mere greatness of 
the Almighty as embodied in the visible framework 
of this vast universe. At best the effects of such 
imaginative excitement arc evanescent and fruit- 
less: they })lay round the feelings, yield the emo- 
tions a pleasurable thrill, and sometimes cause the 
fancy to give forth a kind of ))oetic adoration to 
the unseen Author of material Life and Beauty, 
which may be mistaken for th(‘ real worship of a 
Personal (Iod. But the poetry of enraptured 
imagination is one thing, and the ])iety of holy prin- 
ciple another. And thus tlie religion of imagina- 
tive minds will he found to leave its victims with 
hearts as nnreuewed and wills as unreetitied as ever 
towards that august Being, “whose name is Holy,” 
an(4 who accepts no worship as sincere but that 
which ascends unto Ilis throne in spirit and in 
TRUTH. 

(3.) BeLIGION WHICH THE In rELLKCTUALPoWKR 
ExM BRACES — iiiay be in the next order adduced. 
Here we enter on firmer ground, but the practical 
result will he found to be useless and deceptive. A 
man unto whom the idolatry of intellect is con- 
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c:enial, by invisible and slow degrees comes to 
consider the Divink Naturk itself as a kind of 
ethereal study, in contemplating which the mind is 
elevated into loftiness of taste and exf)anded into 
largeness of view. The Attributes of Godhead are 
thus investigated with logical precision ; their ])OS- 
sihle harmony in their blended relations towards 
mankind is endeavoured to he shown ; and concern- 
ing the moral Inf eat ions of this ideal Jehovah 
s})cculations of the profoundest character are often 
attempted. Ihit who discerns not that all this is 
nothing more than the luxury of a mind elated with 
its own theologic conceptions I Religion is not a 
mere speculative analysis of Divine Ihineiples and 
Human Powers — but a life from God in the way 
of communicated grace, returning itself hack to 
God in the form of holy gratitude. And besides 
the utter impotence of this intellectual religiousness 
to ojierate iij)on the will of a sinful creature like 
man — it wants staiiility and ckrtainty, without 
which there exists no basis upon which the struc- 
ture of our spiritual being can he raised. Am- 
biguous appearances, theoretical perplexities, and 
contradictory results will perpetually cross the 
inquirer who tries to unite the soul with the 
Almighty apart from Christ. And let us also 
add that few minds are sufficiently nerved and 
ennobled to stand front to front with the abstract of 
THE Infinite and Eternal, and so by intense 
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contemplation try to master the mysteries of 
created matter and responsible mind. In many 
cases, how often has this so-cfillcd religion of in- 
tellect terminated in something which has ap- 
proacliccl unto a state of atheistical confusion ! 
Out of tlie Person and Work of Christ the Deity 
is but a dread, undefined, and impersonal abstrac- 
tion ; and when tlie intellect had dared to study 
this abstract Object with an immodest confidence 
ill its own ])owers — how often has it been dazzled 
into blindness and absurdity ! Relations and re- 
alities uliich in all states of spiritual healthiness 
have ever been allowed to be certain, have thus 
become confused, and first principles grown dubious, 
until God, Truth, and Man, have at length all 
been confounded into a chaos of clashing ideas 
without a name. Nor is the religion which the 
unaided mind seeks to develop more successful, 
when it averts its studious gaze from Divinity to 
explore the depths and resolve the ])robleins of 
Humanity. True, when Thought places its ear 
to tne mysterious Soul, it doth as it were listen 
with such intent devotion as sometimes to hear 
the imagined pulse of immortality beating 
from its centre, — but fancy and feeling rather 
than conscience are affected by this. Nor can 
it be denied that apart from any direct refer- 
ence to the Riblc, we have beautiful essays and 
sublime treatises on the eternal individuality of the 
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human Spirit. Ihit most of us on reading these 
productions, feel they are presented by bright con- 
fusions rather than sober and sacred truths. Tiike 
I)rokeu sunbeams reflected from below the surface 
of rulfled water, are the mental gleams and glances 
which genius gives forth on sueh occasions. Thus 
we may confidently assert that the religion of 
intellect, like its two predecessors, is a forndess 
and fruitless thing : neither spiritual guidance, con- 
version, nor consolation can he obtained from its 
resources. 

(4.) There is still one more shape of religious 
manifestation, under which the restl(‘ss imjuiry of 
man after some God often a})})ears ; and that is 
Thk Rllicion of Conscifnci:. Ihit what is 
meant by “ Conscience,'’ when presumed to he 
under the apprehensions of Divinity and Respon- 
sibility ? If by conscience we und(Tstand that 
hJuntf^d sense of right and wrong, that timiil and 
trembling instinct which now and then just steals 
into legislative action amid the silence of rmnorse, — 
we may at once dismiss this as having no claims at 
all to the dignity of a reH;;ious fnnrfinn. Con- 
science })roperly defined is the vicarious guardian 
of Divini: Justick, who represents God Himself 
to our responsibilities and relations. Now, if con- 
science be regarded under this aspect, we may 
fearlessly ask what other religion but one of ter- 
rific despair can such a Faculty iti man prodiu'c ? 
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What too are the hecatombs of ancient Paganism, 
and the homicides winch crimson the altars of 
modern ITcatheiiisin, and what are all the blood terror 
and anguish which an ineradicable sense of guilt 
has occasioned, — but the severe religion of blind and 
natural conscience ! And a little consideration will 
[)rove this must be the case. Unless “ sprinkled 
by blood that s[)eakcth better things than that of 
Abel,” what else can the conscience be cognisant 
of but the character of ri(;ht and wrong 
Touching the first, it declares our human justice 
consists in having it reverenced : regarding the 
second, it suggests we are guilty if we bring it to 
pass. But inasmuch as guilt and man are sinci‘ 
the fall terms morally coincident and co-exteiisive 
— he who rejects the religion of The ( Voss, to obey 
the religion of awakened conscience — must ])erish 
in his own despair. (k)nscience makes cowards 
ever, but (Miristians never! 

Turn we tluai our wearied gaze of disa})point- 
m it from these forms of religious fallacy under 
which the sinful restlessness of our nature so often 
clothes itself, and let us contrast with them 

Christ thi: (;ui:at relief whom the whole 

hi; MAN WORLD KKaUIRKS. 

When we s[)eak of a “ great relief ” a corresponding 
big distress is presumed to exist ; and to what other 
calamity can we allude but unto that universal dis- 
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lister which has overtaken onr race by sin jruilt 
and corruption ! And when we analyse this distress, 
we iind its chief pressure to operate in a trij)le mode 
upon the liumanity it reaches. Man tlu*n through 
sin, is (1.) SPIRITUALLY i(;n()r vnt, and needs to b(* 
illumined by grace ; (2.) morally wrktchki), and 
requires to be comforted by (lod ; (3.) radically 
CORRUPTED, and wants to be sanctitied by the 
Spirit. Such we rejieat is the state of awful deso- 
lation in which sinful mankind now arc, without 
any one exception whatever when viewed apart 
from the economy of salvation. Ihit oli ! bow 
gloriously the unsearchable riches" of (.’hrist 
constitute the jiroportionate aid which our fallen 
being demands. These “riches" are enclosed 
in the Uedeemer’s divine oefices ; and the more 
we investigate their fulness, tlie mon* slndl we 
adore the wisdom of Him who hath thus prlcisim.y 
bestowed on mankind the spiritual resources they 
reijuirc. 

First by Doctrines and Discoveries which run 
prophetic oefice of the Saviour unveils to .he 
faculty of human intellect, — lie disju*rses the 
darkness which sin has gathered ore/- the mind, 
while by a healing light of internal operation 
He at the same lime overcomes the obscurity 
which sin has wrought ht the mind. Hence 
the first branch of our distress is supplied with 
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dm relief. Secondly, as Messiah is also the sole 
High Priest of man, by his sacerdotal function 
Tic delivers the conscience from its tormenting 
• doubts and secret agonies through a revelation of 
free pardon for all sins and inicjuitics. And when 
llie conscience is thus pacified on principle without 
any compromise of God and His law, another source 
of great wretchedness is subdued. The grave 
henceforth grows brighter, and a coming eternity 
ceases to aj)])al the heart which contcm])lates it. 
Thirdly, as Glirist is the r(‘gal Head of His 
people, by His kincly office He implants in 
the de})ths of our degeneracy that renovating 
Spirit who gradually assimilates the souls lu; 
inhabits into a saintly resemblance with Himselt*. 
And thus the third origin of our need, namely, 
the corruption of human nature, is adeijuately pro- 
vided against. Now it is here we are justified in 
calling upon you to laud and magnify with angels 
and archangels " for your choral associates, — “ //dc 
(jlcn’^nna //fM'ya/ (f the blessed Godf who hath so 
onh'Mued ('hrist to be our “ all in all." For irith- 
out llini how can this spiritual want of universal 
humanity be supplied ! Out of Christ must not 
man remain as to every lioly purpose of his being, 
a helj)less j)aiiper in time and a ho])eless bankrupt 
in eternity ! 

Put when from the darkness and desolation of 
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our undone nature as it is ovt of communion with 
the Redeemer, >ve turn to survey its j)rincij)li‘s 
prospects and destinies Loth now and hereafter,. — 
how snhliine the contrast which elieers us! \es, 
“Christ " and Christ alonk, supremely ami superla- 
tively is the CKKAT RKLiKF wliicli all men j)ositively 
want, hut only renewed men hnoir they require. 
And wiuni hy the infinite grace of their (lod the 
eyes of hUml sinners are opened, the consciences of 
wrrfr/ird sinners tramiiiillized, and the nature of 
corroiitoi} sinners renewed, — every thing whicli 
imagination, s(‘ntiment, reason and the moral sense 
demand in .order to reach their consummation, is 
discovered to he enclosed in ( ’hrist ! is for instance, 
the pure ima(;inath)nMo he excited ? Then what 
visions of uncreated splendour open on its gaz(‘ 
through tlie vista of a redeemed eternity! Does 
SLNTiMi.N’r ask for profound emotions? AVluit 
can so penetrate the spirit to its very centre as a 
bleeding Clirist, an agonizing God ? Is the mind 
in searcli for immortal tui'tii ? M'hat truths are 
comparable with those which the Incarnatiorv and 
the Trinity nineil' Or does the conscilnc i: seek for 
increasing delicacy of touch and dej)th of sensation ' 
What a])})licatioii to conscience can ri\al Ills, who 
in the act of justifying the state also begins to 
sanctify the nature ; and thus hvcavHt* the sinner is 
pardoned plants in his bosom the best motive for a 
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victory over sin ? Wc coiiclude therefore this first 
part of our divided subject by asserting, — to have 
“ Christ” for our own is to he haj)py on a divine 
.scale, by our becoming holy after a divine 
standard. 



TAliT II. 

V VAST ASSKIJTIOX VINDICATED. 

Skction First. 

ON CHRIST Tin: “ AI.l" of (iOn in RFfJ.VIlI) TO 
CKF.ATlVi: FNlRCiV. 

M ijFN tlir of stood hi’foro tlio sacra- 

oicntal ljusli of Ilorcli huniiiitj with inystcrious fire 
out not ('oiiMUiR’d/' it ]>h‘a.sid God tlni.s to 
( Xpound 11 AHORABHi: NAMi: to the* lioart of that 
t n inljlin^* iiajuircr. (hid said unto !Most*s, 1 am 
i H.iT I A -M ; and tliu.s .slialt thou sav unto the* cliildn u 
lii I.Nfac], t AAi hath sent nu* unto you” (Fxod. 
)ij. I 1 1.) Now by tills reunniont of the l)i\int‘ 

NriOii’c ujiou its own lufiuito lO^^cnrc by iT-i:nv', wo 
ronoludc tiiat God is i.tfrnxl, imm ft.x nni-;, and 
''0 01 -scFFH IFNT, iu tlu* luost absolute* son>e* whie*h 
our tV'oblo iute-llocts oau attae*h unto those* (h*e*]) anel 
eliihcult f( rins. He nce* in all our views of Je*hovah 
e*onside*re'ei as socking His own ^lory, whether in the* 
forms eif ( roatieai, the facts of Provide*!]!*!*, or the 
uivstcrie s of (irace, \vc iniist guard oursches with 
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reverential care from any idea of Ilis essential 
inconipleteness ; we mean that wo must not imagine 
for an instant that in order to augment Ids happi- 
.ness or enlarge his glory, God uKauiiiED a ercatmn 
to magnify II is natural, or a (hiiireh to ciish ine 
His moral, porfeetions. The "‘I am” can receive 
no real accession to his Propert es from anything 
iclt float Himself. And surely this is almost 
self-evident. lie who as the Originating Cavsk 
creates all that there is of Being created, must vir- 
tually include in Ills own essence the all of being 
which the creature hath, and is thend’ore omnipo- 
tently ineapahle of receiving additions from aught 
mi than f Jliniseff. So far as Inunau reason con- 
nected hy faith may presume to speculate on a 
theme so sublime, we may assert that tJiere is 
• an inefiable })r()pensiou in the depths of the 
Godhead to com mun h ate Itself by creation 
and dilfusion. AVithout such diffusion or exUrnal 
cjunmunication of Ilis xVttrihutes, we cainn>t under- 
stand how those attributes could have been exer- 
cised^ By creation then God’s coninumicablc })ro- 
j)ertico have not been dormant or inacti^ely secreted 
in Ilis Essence, but have been cxercisid in such 
degrees as to manifest forth what Scripture terms 
“ THE GLouY of tlic Most High.” AVhether there-, 
fore we contcini)latc created being, providential 
action, or spiritual result, — so far as Divinity is 
directly concerned we arc to consider all this 
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blended effect as the voluntary overflow of Di- 
vine goodness into forms and facts {>f self-exhibition. 
The attributes being i/i themselcps excellent and 
adorable, their exercise must also be excellent. And 
thus we tenninate all we have to remark on this 
profound subject. When God is represented as 
seeking Ilis “ own glory,'’ we uudei>tand by this 
nothing more than the Almighty's infinite coinpla- 
eency towards what emanates from Him in the way 
of direct manifestation, and returns fo Himself in 
inodes of reflex glory. Thus iii the language 
of one of the most thoughtful (’hristian writers 
wlio ever speculated on divine mysteries, “it is 
easy to conceive how God should seek the good 
of the creature, consisting in the creature's know- 
ledge and holiness, and evi-n his happiness, from a 
stqireme rcf/ar^f to lUmsrff' ... “ Here is both 

(otKtnofioti ami remanat ion. The refuhj:ene(‘ shines 
upon and into tlic creature, and is re flected back to 
the luminary. The beams of glory that come from 
God, arc s(nncthing of (iod, and are relumled hack 
again to their original. So that the ^\hol(* is of 
God, and in God, and to (iod : and He is the begin- 
ning, and the middle, ami the end." 

Hearing this in \icw, namely, that no 
revelation of the Godhead mithovi (am possibly 
augment the essential glory of the Divine 


* .Jonathan J a! wants on “ Goa’s End in Creation. 
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Nature, we now enter upon the second leading divi- 
sion of our subject as originally announced ; that is 
wc shall endeavour to vindicate this vast assertion 
.of the apostle, ‘‘ Christ is all.” Onr first branch 
of ilhistration is as follows, 

• Christ is the “ all” of God in his creative 

ENERGY. 

And here, as before, we are to meditate on 

truths enthroned so far aloft in the ethereal 

firmament of revelation, that like the orbs of 

night, they seem but to cast only ])ale and pensive 
gleams of discovery over our bounded apprehen- 
sions. Still it is a mock humility not to elevate 
our mind up to the heights of Scripture, and we 
shall therefore at once direct our attention to 

the words of inspiration touching the proposition 
we wish to prove. There are two passages suited 
to our purpose in a pre-eminent degree : the one 
occurs in the first chapter of St. John’s Gospel, and 
the other in the second of the Colossians, In 
the beginning was the Woud.” . . . ‘^ All things 
wer^ made ry Him, and without Him was not any 
thing made that was made.” Here the creation of 
the universe is beyond dispute ascribed unto Christ 
or the Personal Word, in terms so plain and signi- 
ficant, that even Arian sophistry and Socinian 
blasphemy may well stand rebuked into shame if 
not into silence before them. But it is unto the 
passage from the Colossians we chiefly desire to 
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derive our arginneut for the univkrs vl Lordship of 
Christ in creation. After statini; at the fourteenth 
verso tliat (lod's dear Son is He “ in whom we 
have redemption throntch his blood, cm/ tlie for- 
2;iveness of sins,’' the aj>ostlc thus eontimu‘S his 
landing hymn to the superlative niaji'sty of ('hrist. 
“ For Hv Him were vr.i. TiiiNfis CRrvTKD, that are 
ill HEAVKN, and that are in i:vrth, visini.Kanil in- 
visini.i:, whether tliey he thrones, or dominions, or 
principalities, or powers : m.l things wen* cur, m ud 
BY Him and for Him : and Ht* is before ah tiling'^, 
and by Him all things ( (insist. ” Tin* e\e(*e<iing 
grandeur of tliese assertions speaks for itself; but 
let ns divide them into disfinet heads, and we find 
three th 'nufs stall'd of onr liord ('hri^t, who is “ the 
Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning 
of the creation of (hxl.” (Iiev. iii. 1 1.) 

1. He is till* oKKiiN \Ti.Nr; cvrsi: of all things. 

2. He is the (;ui:\t lnd for which tliey (‘\ist. 

3. He is the s\ sT\iNiN(; powlr by whom they 
are preserved. 

First, He is the original of thini^s all ere'>ted, 
because it is expressly said that such things were 
“ c RF.ATKD by Him;" that is, (’ailed out of no- 
being or absolute nothingness by the tiat of His 
will, and thus created moulded and endowed with 
such res])ective attributes of matter, size, colour, 
form, &(’., vK:c., as His ( UKATIVE ENEIKiY cllOSC tO 
bestow. And we beg you to observe tlie holy 
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solicitiule of tlie apostle that the am])litudes 
of Being over which tlic omnipotence of Ciirist 
ranged in creation, should appear, — by the manner 
in which IJe enlarges upon Christ as Creator. 
“ By Him were all things tliat are created.” ffhard / 
Why, “that arc in heavkn and in earth.” ikitit 
may be inquired, w/ifft are these things so created ! 
And to this our answer is ready, — “ Visihli: and 
iNvisini.E and among the invisible we are 
to comprehend “ Thrones” and “ Dominions,’' 
“ IVincipalities” and “ Powers.” “ IIeavkn” there- 
fore under its thr(*efold division of si)iritual, 
starry, and atmos])herie, with all the gorg’eons 
mysteries .of being and wonders of sensation 
therein included, — was summoned out of nonentity 
by the vommmid of Christ, Also whatever there is 
in earth, whether animal vegetative or mineral, 
together with all those vast oceans and rivers 
which appertain unto our globe, — were likewise pnj- 
duced by the creative fiat of the Rc'deemer. Jhit 
from the local illustration h‘t us revert to the 7/0////// 
oftjie “things both in heaven and eartli,” which 
( dirist is said to have originated. This quality we 
are informed is “ visible and invisible^ liy the 
former of these in regard to “ heaven,” sun, moon, 
planets and stars and whatever systems astronomic 
science can discover, — and also meteors clouds 
and elemental forms, are to be understood. As 
to the “ visibles” which relate to “ earth,” we may 
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conceive the apostle to mean whatever the hunniii 
sense can reach among the elements, plants, aiul 
animals. But in allusion -to the second class of 
things" considered as to their Qi:ALrrY, as St. Paul 
enlarges into a particular analysis, we are to 
consider tlu.t among the “ ////VAvVyAV* which Chris* 
called into existence are not only the aoit/s of 
whether glorified in heaven or in a state of probation 
upon earth, — hut also all angklic ixtki.lh;f.N( ks 
without any one exception as to degree or cha- 
racter. Of eours(‘ in so far as fallen angels an‘ 
now DEVILS, their infernal (qualities are from their 
self-corrn})ti()n alone; hnt considered simj)ly as 
angelic ert^tforrs, all spiritual intelligent;es whether 
in heaven standing or in hell fallen,— were “ created 
hy Him.” Tlie reason [lerhaps why the invisible 
creations (jf Jesus are so minutely defined, is found 
in the fact that in tlie limes of St. Paul rationalism 
and isuperstitiou wen? at work, and idolatrous rever- 
ence began to be offered unto angels as a kind 
of subordinate creators and co-governors of the 
world with the Almighty. As to the phrase, 
“ thrones” and ‘‘ dominions,” we are obviously to 
interpret these according to the apostle’s wonted 
manner of putting abstract qualities for substantive 
persons. The meaning therefore is this: all the 
invisible” angels both in hell and heaven were 
CREATED by (.'hrist ; and among the latter nom* 
are to he excepted. Whatever may be the “ thrones” 
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they occupy, the “ dominions” they wield, the 
^'principalities” they exercise, or the "powers” they 
enjoy. The practical use of all this in Christian 
experience and character we shall see hereafter; 
meanwhile let us advance to the second illustration 
yvhich the apostle j^ives of Messiah’s powers, viz., 

(2.) lie is the (jreat end for which all created 
thimjs arist. And this projmsition is rooted in 
the assertion which occurs at the conclusion of the 
sixteenth verse, " all things were created for 
Him.” Now brief as this particle is (" FOR”), it 
really is that " /’cy of Barid'' wherewith faith may 
unlock some of the profound mysteries of our uni- 
verse, both morally and j)Iiysieally regarded. And 
as a proof of this, when we come to apply this 
portion of our subject we shall then find that lyv 
THIS " truth as it is in Jesus,” much of sad per- 
plexity and doubtful speculation arc removed which 
otherwise would have tormented many a thought- 
ful believer, and at times have almost distracted 
him into infidelity. At present let it suffice 
t(» intimate that if the creation of matter and 
mind he a glorious authentication to the pow’er of 
(fiirist, how immeasurably wore gloriom must that 
Being Himself be reg.Trdcd who is the final 
CAUSE or ui.TiMATK AIM iHito Wlioiii tlic entire 
universe of materijilism and intelligence subserves ! 
( Uirist is therefore the grand Interpreter not only 
of God to man, but the predestinated functions of 
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universal matter and universal mind in heaven 
hell or earth, in ani!;el devil or saint, in time or in 
eternity, relate in ditlerent clej^rers and inodes unto 
“ Christ the ALL.'’ “ So in ali. thimiis lie liatli 
eRE-KMrNLNCK.” Ihit ill the tliird [)Iac(‘ the inaii- 
nificent theology of this passap' from tin* Colossians 
reveals another view of Christ as the ali/' in 
Jehovah’s ercative energies, for 

(d.) lie is the SrsTAiNixc; Powkr tjij trhoin all 
fhi/H/s are preserved. Let ns airain listen to DiNii'.e 
language. “ lie (i. e., the I\edi*enier) is hefon* all 
things, and hy Him all things consist." Now 
aecustoined as we are to h<‘ho}d tin* pennanenees 
of nature and to admire the tixitics ot’ the 
universe, is it not to he feared that wi* rarely 
think of Him mIio is that Intinite Scim’ort upon 
mIioiii the heavens and the earth n‘st and repose * 
Yet what saith the Holy (ihost “ My Father 
AVORKETii iimiKRTo, and I WORK that is, 
although on the seventh day the Almighty rested 
from creating what is new, — in resjieet unto what 
tras created neither the Father nor tin* Son Iia\e 
kept a Sahhath ; but hy the (‘xereise of their 
sleejilcss provideiK'e have morkkd hitherto and 
still ” work, ” in upliolding tin* being and 
motion of whatsoever is creat(‘d. In a like strain, 
St. Paul ascribes in his Kpistk* unto the Hebrews 
tlie ceaseless sustentatioii and conservation of the 
entire universe into our “ All in All.” ‘‘ U[diold- 
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in^ ALL tilings by the word of Ills pcwkr.” (Ileb. 
i. 3.) Thus we arc incessantly girt about both in our 
bodies and in our souls by tlie sustaining arm of 
Jesus Christ : lie is the Pillar wlio sujiports the 
heavens, and the Foundation who underprops the 
earth; and of r/// ///h ^/.v Aurh , — it maybe said in 
Him to move and have its being. AVithout CJirist 
as nothing created woulil have begun to exist , so 
ajiart from His jireserving omnipotenec nothing 
that is could continue to tje. Very fine and thought- 
ful on this subject are some ])assages in ancient 
writiu’s. But pre\ious to our cpioting one or two, we 
entreat you just to ponder for one moment on the 
grandeur ol‘ this doctrine, if “ Christ'’ were less 
than All in All,” — besides the Trinihj there iroidd 
he ahsolefehj nothin (i ! For even as we read (tJ! 
thinf/s” that are in ncAvr.N and in earth, visible 
and invisible, “ were (tik\teh by Him," by the same 
infallihh? authority Me are told that Christ in Ilis 
sHstdinin;/ ])ower, is as great as He inis in His 
rreatire energy. In short, if there xvas no 
AleJ iator M'hose blood could have reilecmed our 
universe both of matter and mind from the curse 
of doom — it must have been annihilated : for by 
“ Him all things consist,” i. e. stand together 
in jireserved order and relation. Let there 
be no “Christ” — and that moment the pulse 
of infinite Intelligence Mould be arrested, all 
conscious existence Mould terminate, and Seraph, 
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Angel, Fiend, Saint ami Sinner would he ex- 
tinguished, and vanish into eternal nothingness as 
though they had never hceii! For what else van 
we understand hy the words, “ Ali. things in 
heaven and earth, visible and invisible,” not only 
were “ created” by the Son of God, but also “ by 
Him all things consist.'” Wherefore between a 
sustaining (’brist or an annihilated creation, no 
theory remains for our selection. Were lie not 
“ All in All,” created being would become an instan- 
taneous nonentity. 

But now, before vve derive some conse(|nences 
from those views of ('brist as the (’reator and 
Sustainer of whatsoever is — let ns present yon 
with Davenant's remarks :* “ No acting force of the 
agent remains in the elfect, when the action of the 
agent has ceased, unless in some way or other that 
force be connected into the eery luifurc ([f thi* vff'vrt. 
Since therefore si:lf-i:xisti:nci: is the peculiar 
pro})erty of (jon aloni:, it can remain in no created 
ijody, even for a moment of time, after this action 

of Divine eonser\ation hath ciaised The 

sun derives its light from its own proper nature, 
the atmos[)here by jmrticijnxting in the iidlnence of 

thi* sun As therefore the brilliancy of tin* 

atmosphere ceases, wlu*n the bright shining of the 
sun ce.eses, so the existence of (‘very creature in- 
stantly vanishes when (jrocFs conservating power is 
* From Allport’s Translation. 
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withdrawn A creature has th(‘ hcginninp: 

of its existence from the energy of God, the con- 
tinuance of its existence from the s(tin(* God not 
ivUhholditHj energy. Diirandus therefore has not 
liesitated to assert of every creature, that ati lomj o,s 
U is in ej isfenrej so /on// it is /jein/j rrentnd Jj/j God, 
/irransc, as far as God is conrrrnrd, thr irorh of 
creation and thr jiresrrrafion (f rrcafurrsisflinsantry 

And here let us j)ausc for ])raetieal infereiiees : 
and from these three glorious truths of the Gospel, 
lirst, “ AH t/finf/s n'rre rrnaln/ UY i'hrisf se- 
condly, AH tliin/fs trrre created roll Christ f imd, 
thirdly, “ All things consist Tiiiiorciii 
li't ns endeavour to derive some eonelnsions which 
hear with tlie pressure of holiness upon the heart 
and conduct. 

In the frst jdace if ('hrist he the ArruoR or 
(hiKVTiox, then certain mad and iniserahle theories 
e()ue(‘rning the id emit// (f matter, the production of 
m.'iterial worlds h\ se pcr-cmin: iH An//(ds, the Mani- 
eheaii heresy touching the innate erif (f mate- 
nolism, {iiid Saddneean doidds voncernin// the real 
CA'i' fence of son/ and spirit, — are all eoudemued 
as utterly false. In our day thesi' tlu'ories are to 
a great extent, we are aware, extinct : but in the 
times of Tcrtulllan and some of the most illustrious 
fathers of the (duirch, — heresies such as these 
aljouuded, and with sinful restlessness assaulted 
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botli tlu‘ duirch anil her creed. Xnr are w qniti' 
sure that even in onr day it is net useful to put 
forth ^Yitl^ e\])iessive proininence the irriait doctrine, 
tliat tlie Cri'Mtor of the world and tiie Redeemer are 
identical. In name ManicheiMii does not stand forth 
to insult the orthodoxy of pulilic taste : and few will 
openly confront tlie verdict of their contenij)orari(*s, 
hv statine: tlu‘ir half-eon\ictions concernin'^ the 
eternity of matter, and tlunr doid)ts on tlie snhjei't 
of .sj>iritual subsistences and in\isiblt‘ souls. Yet 
notwithstandinii: this, wi* Ix'liioe a latiait element of 
this dismal heresy insinuates itself into mueli of our 
modern literature, science, and educational culture. 
Bv no means therefore is it a mere sjueulatiM* truth, 
that all thimrs “ both of matter and mind, heavenly 
and earthly, ^i‘'ib^• Jind in\ isible, wen* created bv 
.lesiis Chri>r.'’ Because if\Ne firmly eiid)i’aee this 
revealed fact, hat ever our reason contemplates 
or our seii^e appielu-uds, will not drt;a h us iVom 
reverential loyalty to (’hiisl ; but rather admonish 
us of Ilis ])i\iue icoodness and ])o\si r. And whv / 
Because irazini^ on the work, \Ne shall lie reminded 
ot’ the Worker; and when the in\sterious cajiaeities 
of the immortal .soul unfold tlieniselves before onr 
consciousness — we shall bi‘ tauLclit to ponder on 
Him, from whom all spirits, angelic or human, 
ori'^inally sprang. 

Sf^amdhj, if all things iiave been “ cklatki) by 
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Jesus Clirist — then the arji;iiment for 11 is Godhead 
is resistless. It is admitted even by tlie Soeiniaii 
deiiiers of the Saviour’s divinity, tliat to create* is a 
work to whieh nothiuii: hut Infinite Power is ade- 
([uat(‘ ; and tliat as an infinite enerp:y could not 
rjc‘si(le in a finite aj»:en<, they grant that if Christ 
could be proved a ri'al creator. He mvst liavc been 
Divine. Ihit how then do they deal with this 
jiassage whieh ])ositively asserts “ all things ” to be 
(REATEi) ” by Christ' Why with their wonted 
effrontery tliev ju-oeeed to transform this creation 
into a figure; and to assert that by “ all things” 
beings created by C'hrist, we are only to understand 
all things W(‘re u^orallij n^novateil llis Gospel I 
Our limits will not allow us to expose tliis dreadful 
perversion; nor to prove that, supposing their 
liypothesis c.onUf be maintained, how suicidal it 
would be to their own cause ; — inasmuch as the 
regeneration of a moral world is a far mori‘ tran- 
scendent testimony to tlu‘ Saviour’s Ahnightiness 
than the creation of a physical one. Nor shall we 
stay, to demand w ith what propriety Christ can be 
said to have “ angels in their sense of 

the ])assage ; and yet the word “ vreafiuf'^ must be 
aj)})lie(l to the angelic orders, as well as to the souls 
of men. All this we at once relin([uish, and assume 
it for granted that the Divine co-euualitv of 
(Aiiiist with the Eternal Father, is attested 
by this ascrij)tion of uni\ersal creation unto Him 



CHRIST OUR AUL IN ALL. 


Hi) 

as its author. Thus too the harmony of Script ur(‘ 
is manifest. AVliat St. John says that St. l^iul 
also coutirins ; nay we tiiul in this passau;e a con- 
firmation of the Mosaic account not only of the 
finished wo”k hut of the very act of creation, 
when WT comhinc the whole with St. John's 
allusion to “ Thk Woun." The reconl of 
Moses is, — tliat God on comniencinii; each 
department of the created universe “ said." \ow 
to refer this splkc ii of Jehovah to any other 
explanation than unto Ilis Kssential and Personal 
Word, appears unto us a Jewish error. But 
let Moses, St. John, and Sf. l\iid, each he 
read in their order, and we find a suhliine accord- 
ance runniiiij: throuu:li their whole tesriniony unto 
the creative Divinity of (Jiri'^t. “(Jod smd" — 
nine times is this awful speech rt‘j)eated in the 
first chapter of (Jenesis. Hut what else is tliis 
said " hut a mystical reference unto Him wlio, 
four tlionsaml years after Moses is revt'aled hy an 
Evangelist as “Tin: Word," without whom uas 
not anything madi:, that was “ m vdi:." .\nd who 
is this all-creating Word, hut that sauu' Almighty 
Person hy whom saith the ajiostle, “ all tilings 
were created, in lieaven and in earth, visible and 
invisihle 

(3.) Arc “all things" indeeci crkatcd hy (’lirisf ! 
How iMMLNsi: Tirr.x thk CRLROf; \ti vi:s oi FIim 
WHO IS THK SaVIOI R OKSINNKRs! X^Ue tln'IC 
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are occasions when our souls love to contemplate 
our dear Lord as crucified in weakness,” to 
behold with a grateful awe His eyelids moistened 
with our own tears, llis “ bloody sweat and cross 
and passion or else . with Inished and holy 
imagination to bend over His bowed head and 
bleeding h(‘art, when He offered up ” at midnight 
hour and on mountain solitudes “ prayers and 
supplication with strong crying and tears.” All 
this is true : and we know full well, had there 
been all glory and no anguish to be witnessed in 
Emmanuel — lie could not have redeemed our 
forfeited spirits from the curse, nor have 
rescued this ruined world. Nevertheless in order 
to prevent a constant view of Christ in His 
humiliations from lowering our sentiments down to 
• a dangerous level — it will be right for us fre- 
quently to bring our souls into a worshipping 
communion with His unutterable dignities, such as 
St. Paul here celebrates. All things were 
created by Him !” — their archetypes were in His 
evci lasting Idea ; and the measureless universe 
is but a shadow cast from the glory of His 
great conceptions. What a lledeemcr is lie then, 
who issues forth this heart-melting summons 
to salvation, “ Come unto me, and 1 will give 
thee rest.” No, never can we overtake, in the 
loftiest stretch of our imagination, the uncreated 
majesty of our creative Lord. But this is un- 
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deniable; that if Christ be the creator of what- 
soever exists eitlier in heaven or on earth, — then 
the discoveries of science do hut administer unto 
the Christian accumulating materials to aid him 
in his adorations of his crucitied Master. Science 
indeed apart from faith, may frequently delude its 
votaries into rationalism and irreverence, and also 
by tlie bringing the mind into })erj)etual contact 
with earthly facts and sensible forms, sometimes 
create a distaste for the spiritual and more remote 
truths of Scripture. But he who combines the 
faith of a sincere believer in Christ with the 
accomplishments of ])rofoundest science, — to such 
a man .every advance in the knowledge of tlie 
universe, is hut another ste]) to an incn*asing 
acquaintance with that august Redeemer, by Avlmse 
merit sin is pardoned and the conscience rendered 
trampiil. Thus all the mysteries of materialism ; 
tlie laws of nature ; the secrets of the elements ; 
the harmony of the seasons ; the gorgeous lumi- 
naries of heaven, and the countless wonder-works 
which the exploring eye of Science is perpetnall\ 
discovering throue:hout the va>t range of onr ter- 
restrial system, — all in their degrees serve, but to 
aggrandize to his heart the claims of him who is 
the creati\c “ All in All" of whatsoever sciimce 
can reveal. To others scientific pursuits may 
explain the useful, discover the vast, unveil the 
jirofound, and explain the difficult ; but unto him 
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all which a philosophic insight into the secrets of 
the universe may achieve, will only be an enlarged 
medium of manifestation through which the glories 
of Christ may be more impressively viewed. Let 
the man of taste culture and sentiment study 
tjie volume of creation for lessons of poetry 
and imagination ; he will read its amazing scroll 
chiefly in order to elevate his heart into higher 
and holier degrees of spiritual intimacy with Him 
who is The Beginning of the creation of God.” 

(4.) There is also an instruction of a most 
HUMBLING CAST, to be derived from our view of 
Jesus Christ as the Creator of all things. And 
a few words will make this apparent. He who 
created the stupendous framework of the universe 
both conscious and unconscious, is the same 
Person who was incarnated and expired on a 
Cross for the redemption of our fallen race. 
Now unless we think that Christ is a lle- 
dundancy — what an appalling insight does this 
grandeur of the Saviour give to our eon- 
sciences of the deep and dreadful necessity 
of mankind — as sinful ? Oli, we have only 
either with the studious eye of sense or by the 
instrumental power of philosophy, to become 
acfjuainted with the vastness and wonderfuhiess of 
creation, and then to recollect that more Divine 
}tower than a universe recpiired in order to 
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created, was needed by man before be could be 
redeemed, — we have only to do tins, and the 
character of sin will then be illustrated in some- 
what of its terrible reality ! 

(r>.) If “ all things in heaven and earth,” &c., 
have (^HRisT for their creator, and if this 
Christ be God’s dear Son — at what an Infinite 
COST hath Jehovah been reconciled to this re- 
bellious world ! To render this inference apparent, 
let us remember that the intense egotism of our 
self-loving nature discovers itself in our religious 
life, as w’ell as in our secular experience. Now it 
is in connexion with this feeling we are inclined 
to consider redemption exclusively a great relief iiox 
snceouring man, rather than as a glorious medium 
for manifesting God. We view it not so much in 
its relation to His adorable Properties, as we do in 
regard to our everlasting interests ; and the conse* 
quence is — the Divine costliness of Redeeming 
Love is too lightly and superticially esteemed. To 
counteract this unhallowed tendency, let us observe 
that the Gospel is not only for man Imt for God 
also : for man because by it lie is lifted out of 
darkness guilt and death, into light pardon and 
immortality : for God, because thereby is revealed 
to countless worlds the manifold wisdom of 
God.” (Kphes. hi. 10.) Thus Christianity in its 
highest regard is a comment on the Essence, 
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tan exposition of the Attributes, and a manifesta- 
tion of the Personalities in the one Jehovah : 
and it behoves us to think there “ may be certain 
relations between the Prhieiple of our pardon and 
the first, between the Act of forgiveness and the 
second, and betw’een the Mode of our remission and 
the third, — beyond our finite understanding. And 
to confirm this aspect of free grace in Christ to- 
wards our perishing race, let us beware that we 
do not reason frigidly concerning God's love, where 
we ought to believe affectionately Ilis own utter- 
ances ill the Bible. By a reference to that volume 
we learn that human salvation through the DiMiie 
blood of the crucified Jesus, is not simply a great 
mercy among co-equal mercies ; but an act of 
infinite compassion which transcends all com- 
parison both in time and eternity. And the 
mysterious eiuincncy of this IJivinc gift is inti- 
mated by a remarkable form of the apostle's lan- 
guage in Bomans viii. 31 , AVhat shall we then 
SAY to these things ?” The “ things ” include the 
entire scheme of our salvation, from its eternal 
decree in the mind of the Father even to the 
entrance of the saint into his final glory. But 
what are we to comprehend by the words, “ What 
shall I SAY Was not Paul inspired I Could the 
Holy Ghost be deficient in language I God forbid ! 
But this glorious fact does appear to be intimated 
by the abrupt jiause in the apostle's reasoning : 
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namely, that no terms in a mortal vocabulary are 
sublime enough to represent the glory of redeeming 
love. But here again a latent bias in our sinful 
nature sometimes creeps into stealthy action : 
there is, we fear, a feeling which lurks in the 
depths of our ingratitude, and which if made 
vocal would express itself thus : — “ Is not God 
the Supreme Proprietor of all things ? How 
then can we speak of any mercy putting Him to 
cost Now \\c think the appropriate answer to 
this is found in the fact, that he who experiences 
such a feeling hath mistaken the moral realities 
of the Divine Being as they are unveiled to us 
in Scripture.' Let scholastic theology and cold 
raeta[)hysics reason as they may — the God of the 
Bible is 7iot describcul as an immutable Apathy, nor 
is the Father of Jesus ('hrist set forth in the 
Gospel as an Emotionless Principle, but rather 
as “ Love,” in the most overwhelming intensity 
which our conceptions can attach to that })rccious 
word. True we dare not humanize the Deity, by 
ascribing unto Him the emotional thrills and per- 
turbing throbs of mortal sentiment and sensation : 
but on the other hand let us not venture to petrify 
the warm descriptions of Divine love in the Bible 
into the frigid abstractions which mere intellect 
comprehends. The safest and most spiritual mode 
of proceeding is, to believe the Nature of God to 
be a RESPONSIVE counterpart to what the lie- 
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(leemcr on earth exhibited. “ Philip saith unto 
him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us. 
Jesus saith unto liim. He that hath seen me hath 
SEEN THE Father.” (John xiv. 8, 9.) But we 
ask, did He who thus identifies TIis moral features 
reflected forth on earth with the Attributes of 
the Father in heaven, — appear without fulness of 
feeling and fervency of heart? If not, then as 
truly as w’c believe the tears and cries, the supplica- 
tions and prayers, the yearning eagerness and the 
tender expostulations of Christ to be (feituine , — 
so really must we conceive that in the Nature 
of the Godhead there arc ineffable Properties which 
resj)ond to this vital Image which Jesus thus gives 
of “ The Father.” 

In strict accordance then with such sentiments, we 
find the gift of God’s dear Son for our redemption 
exhibited in Scripture to our faith, under the idea 
of something analogous to difficulty, cost, labour, 
sacrifice, and vast expenditure. The memorable 
passage will at once recur to our memories, — “ God 
SO joved the world AS to give His only-begotten 
Son !” Is there not in that little word so,” enough 
theology to employ tte studious eternity of the 
redeemed in its examination ? Plainly does it inform 
us that God might have loved man to an extent 
which could have paused, before it reached the 
immeasurable gift of the “ only-begotten.” Hence 
the dearness and the nearness of Christ unto 
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God are the truk measure of the Almighty’s com- 
passion towards tlie sinner, in giving His Son 
for our salvation. Let us then beware we do not 
undervalue by means of a heartless rationalism, the 
COSTLINESS of our mercics in Christ Jesus. Here 
indeed we may positively achieve a miracle of per- 
versity, which has no parallel in the history of 
created intelligence. In this respect the Archfiend 
himself may be more innocent than atheistic man ! 
For be his crime what it may, this is certain, he 
never rejected a redemption because for him no 
Redeemer has died. What a heart-shaking thought 
it is,— he who tramples on the Son of God,” 
literally outsins the Evil One, and commits an 
enormity of ingratitude which even the infernal 
occupiers of the burning pit have never done ! 

Perhaps the real explanation of our ungrateful 
tendencies in this matter will be found in our erro- 
neous views of Divine mercy, as exercised by the 
Divine Nature. Having slight thoughts of sin, our 
perceptions of pardon are correspondingly imperfect. 
In fact men are prone to consider our forgiveness 
through Christ as a mere xVct, or moral facility 
which Omnipotence had oily to icUl in order to 
GRANT. But if we read the ])rincij)les of our 
pardon in those gleams of terrible glory which 
irradiate the dying hour of Jesus, in a far different 
mode should we treat God’s inestimable grace. 
There might we discover that the forgiveness of a 
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sinner is not simply a gracious act of almighty 
will, but an elaboration of stupendous love, 
around Avhicli all the attributes in the Divine 
essence are seen to co-operate, and all the Persons 
in the Triune Godhead to concur. 

. In creation and in providence God displays power 
over that which is external to Ilk heiny and proper- 
ties ; but when the Son of Ilis love was given over 
to a cruel death in our behalf, the adorable nature 
of Divinity evolved itself in a new form of mani* 
festation, — for (h)d then exercised power over 
II iMSELF, and the whole Trinity w^as beheld in 
reflex influence actingon their own internal glory. 
“ According as llis Divine power hath given us 
all things that pertain unto life and godliness.” 
(- Peter i. ^1.) In this passage is there not com- 
bined an attribute in God with an action from God, 
which tile carnal anticipations of mere intellect 
would never have preconceived/* 

(().) From the same sublime fact of the universe be- 
ing created by Christ we may conclude, — without a 

PL. RALITY IN THeGoDHEADTHE DiVINE NaTURE 
WOULD HAVE BEEN EVERLASTINGLY CONI’EALED. 

The creation of matter and of mind, it is allowed, 
constitutes a revelation of God both in a visible 
and invisible sense. But this creation w^e find 
ascribed by the Holy Ghost unto the Second 

* A similar thought occurs in a previous page ; but the 
subject is sutiiciently important to allow this repetition. 
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Person in the essence of the Godhead. Now we 
direct your attention to a remarkahle passage in the 
Epistle to the Colossians : it occurs at the fifteenth 
verse of the first chapter — Who is the image of 
the INVISIBLE God.” By the image we understand 
the only-begotten to be intended ; and he is the 
image (afcwr) of God, not we pi^sume as of the 
Divine nature in general, but as of the personality 
of the Father in particular. Thus Christ may be 
regarded as the image of the Paternal One in His 
distinctness. Firstly, by Ills absolute essence 
FROM everlasting : in this light St. Paul speaks 
of the Divine Son in Ileb. i. .S, Tiie ex])ress 
IMAGE of Ills Person.” Secondly, dirist is also 
the image” of God nv IIis relative ch aracter 
UNTO- us IN time; that is, by Ilis embodiment in 
our flesh representing the Father unto our faith 
and consciousness. And it is here we believe the 
truth of our assertion may be jiroved as to tiie fact, 
— without ('hrist as Creator divinity would have 
been concealed in its own unfatliomable jierfections 
for ever. And wx* derive this conclusion from the 
latent contrast which can be detected between the 
image” on the one hand, and the “ invisible” on 
the other. By this we conceive it to be inti- 
mated, that the Divine nature in the I^tsou of tlie 
Father would have been unseen and unappre- 
hended, had there not boon an image” or Second 
Person in the Godhead, whereby the invisible” 
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was to be converted. “ No man,” saith the 
Redeemer, “ hath seen God (meaning the Father) 
at any time ; the only-begotten (the image of Ilis 
Divine person) He hath declared Him.” Never 
then ought we to gaze either with the enrap- 
tured eye of sense, or with the thoughtful eye of 
the mind, upon the great and glorious mechanism 
of the surrounding universe ; or speculate concern- 
ing the eternal consciousness of men and angels, 
— without associating all this with the triune 
Godhead. Were the Divine Being a solitude 
of perfections in the literal sense of a numerical 
UNITY, we are taught no created intelligence w^hat- 
ever would have existed to admire and adore 
Ilis nature But through the absolute and relative 
IMAGE ” who is Christ, the “ invisible ” 
•Father liath unshrouded Ilis inscrutable Essence, 
unmantled Ilis hidden Attributes, and discovered 
Ilis adoniblc Personality, in the structure of worlds, 
the constitution of angels, and the creation of 
men. 

If Christ be the ‘‘ All” of God in Ilis 
creative energy, then is the believer surrounded 
with SENSI BLE proofs, EM BLEMS, AND ASSURANCES 
OF Ills OWN SEC:uRiTY. Of coiirso it is mainly in 
the revealed promises of the Redeemer made unto 
His Church, and from His own deepening experience 
of their consoling preciousness tind sustaining power, 
— that the Christian relies for his safety amid the 
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perils of this changing life. But still he does not 
and dares not contemn those subordinate aids and 
secondary influences, with which the goodness of 
his Lord hath surrounded his daily experience. 
Therefore with him it is no mere si)eculativc dogma 
whereby the .'ntellect is entertained, that tlie heavens 
and earth with all their undying Intelligences, are 
the creation of Him whose “ blood cleanseth” the 
conscience from sin and uncleanness.” Far other- 
wise. While poets painters and philosophers 
derive from the study of nature’s secrets and 
w'onders, and from the manifold charms of this goodly 
universe of life, much which can elevate the mind and 
indirectly purify even the mortal taste, — the wor- 
shipper of Christ from the same aspects draws a 
religion of contidence and love. Others at times 
too, must need be almost subdued by contrasting 
their owm personal minuteness and iiisigniflciincc 
with the vastiiess of , Nature, and the sublimity of 
her varied scenes ; but the believer in Him who 
tasted death for every man,” knows how to 
combine in the character of Christ an omnipotence 
for whose grasp nothing is too great, with an entire 
omniscience for whose tender watch nothing is too 
small. Hence unto him creation is instinct with a 
mute but expressive theology, which from earth and 
sky and sea, the mountain range and the valley’s 
depth, brings assurances of the Saviour’s power 
unto his soul. He by whom the foundations of 
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tlic universe stand fast, under whose slunil)er- 
less eye the myriad goings-on of nature conduct 
their work, — this glorious Lord is the same 
Almiglity friend who “ loved Him and gave 
Himself for llimJ" Thus what scripture verbally 
declares, that creation visibly confirms; “all power 
is given unto Christ both in heaven and earth.” 
Observer with what impressive beauty the spirit of 
this doctrine is exj)Ounded in the 1 2 1st Psalm, v. 2 : 
“ My HELP comet b from the Lord which made 
HEAVEN AND EARTH.” llcrc is thc ])n‘eise combi- 
nation to whiclf w'c alluded. “Help” is from the 
Lord ; and bow is this blessed doctrine nmdered 
almost a })alpable thing, when the Psalmist at once 
betakes him <o the immense framework of the 
majestic heaven and earth, as an eloipient symbol 
•of the Lord’s capacity to bestow such “ help ” as 
perilled man reipiires ! As though he would say, 
“ Weak and worthless as I am in myself and mere 
atom of miserable consciousness as the scotling 
world may consider me, — yet do I experience a 
suei i^ur that associates me with almightiness in one 
of its most triumphant forms ; for ‘ my lu‘lj) cometh ’ 
not from any linite source, but even from Him from 
whose cr(‘ative fiat heaven and earth sprang forth 
into being, and under the shadow of whose imperial 
sceptre ‘ thrones, dominions, principalities, and 
powers abide.’ ” And if a Christian before Christ 
could thus transform the universe into a theology of 

(j 
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sacred assurance, in order to strengthen liis heart’s 
trust in tlie Lord, shall matured Christians r///er 
Christ derive /ess of inspiring solace from the same 
universe, whieh they can equally contemplate and 
admire ? If the answer be a mournful affirmative, 
may we not indeed add — “ Oh, ye of little 
faith !” 

Secondly, from the fact that Christ is “ the 
Great End” vor w/iick all things exist ,"' — an ex- 
quisite argument might be raised in h(‘half of what 
may he termed the spiritual meanings and 
moral intimations of nature, \ilien interpreted 
and studied by a devout coutemplatist. Having 
however treated this delightful subject at large 
elsewhere,* we ean only venture one or two brief 
remarks under this practical head. St. Paul you 
[KTceive not only states ‘‘ Jill things ” were created 
BY, hut also “ FOR ” Christ. The l(ede(‘mer is 
therefore the supreme end and aim for which the 
universe hath been reared, with all its gigjiutic 
architecture of material worlds and its range of 
moral systems. We say “ all,” (‘inphatically, 
because although it surpasses our mental insight to 

* The author takes tlie liberty to refer tlie reader to his 
volume of Kkflectivk DisroiaisKs on some Impoutant 
Texts,” for sermon entitled “The Asj)ects of Nature in 
connc.nou with the Principles of Grace.*' In this treatise he 
has endeavoured to associate Clirist in ^raee with Christ in 
nature, and to illustrate their mutual harmony. 
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perceive tlie precise mode, yet are we certain that 
the tiling itself is true,— namely there is nothing 
from the loftiest seraph down to the lowest insect, 
hut in some degree or manner shall finally 
administer its due projiortion to that income 
of praise which our lledeemer shall enjoy. 
And here we are reminded of our privilege in 
liaving tlie truth as it is in Jesus,'^ in distinction 
from scientific guess-work, or spiritual conjectures 
as they may he in onrsefves. For even as touching 
Divine thinii:s out of Jesus, both the works %nd 
ways of Jeho\ah are often full of oppressive 
mystery and painful darkness to man s trouhled 
heart and consciimce ; so in reference to natural 
things, when we view them without the inter])reta- 
tions of Cdirist, we discover little more than sublime 
paradox and jjerplexing contradictions. For in- 
stance let the (piestion be put, — for what jnorat 
purpose was the I'ahric of the universe reared, and 
we venture to say that it is only by and from “ the 
truth as it is in Jesus ” a safe and intelligible 
response can he obtained. True, people talk with 
])recTpitant ease aliout the glory of God,” but we 
suspect for all useful purposes this “ glory” is hut 
a bright unreality, with more of sound than signifi- 
cance. lint St. Paul by the single announcement 
all things were created for Christ,” arrays the 
universe at large with instructive light, and mantles 
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our own redeemed world with peculiar glory. No 
sooner do we comprehend the tact, that the material 
creation as well as the spiritual is “ for” the 
Saviour, — than lo ! at ouce the genius of a pre- 
siding Christianity })asseth like insj)iratiou into 
everything glorious in heaven, bcautil’ul on earth, or 
operative in being. The Sun in his lordly bright- 
ness, tlie Moon in her maternal beauty, stars with 
their placid beams, hill flood and forest, the moun- 
tains with their speaking vastness, and the ocean 
wiA its many-voiced multitude of wav(‘s — all and 
each subserve llis purpose, “ of Mlioin and for 
Whom are all things.” And if this be no poetical 
rapture but a sober truth, then God forbid that 
while creation from height and de])th, through 
length and breadth, appears to send forth a deej) 
but inaudible homage unto Him for whoso majesty 
it exists, — that man alone should occasion a dreadful 
syncope, or create au intidel pause in wbat would 
otherwise be the universal worship of ('brist ! Let 
not unconscious nature be elocpient, while conscious 
humanity rciiiains dumb. David we know in one 
of his lofty chants, invokes the very “ hills” and 
floods” to transform themselves into rational and 
religious things, and help to augment the human 
choir in their celebration of the Lord, — “ Let the 
floods clap their heunhy and let the hills be joyful 
together before the Lord, for He cometh.” (Psalm 
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xcviii. 8, 9.) And will not our iTdec'mod souls 
endeavour to catch the sublime contagion of this 
example ? Let us but experiineutally n'alize the 
pregnant truth that ‘‘all things” are indeed fok 
('hrist, now while lie intercedes for the (’hureh in 
heaven, and also hereafter when Tie shall rt‘igu in 
visible splendour over the Church on earth — ami 
henceforth creation and religion will he in a manner 
co-exteusive and coducident. Amid the world of 
nature we shall move about as though ^\c were 
living amid some Vast Tlmpij:, who>e area is the 
broad earth, whose ceiling is the bowed sky, whose 
lamps are the hurning jilaiiets, whose organ is the 
“ voice of many waters,'' and whose instinctive 
wwship is the harmony of things, blent with those 
myriad hosannahs of life which ascend from sea 
'and air, and wood and field, unto that Christ, 
who is the adored Architect of all. 

Finalhf, from St, i’aul’s third assi*rtion, that by 
Christ “ all things consist” — we may derive a 
warning of ])ractieal force at all times, and more 
es])ettially in these days, when the ''lairs of Xaturr" 
are almost gloritied into substitutes for the Attributes 
of nature’s Lord. “ All things consist ” or stand 
together in co-operative harmony not siinjily because 
they tvej'r errata/, but because they arr Incessaiitli/ 
controlled by the almighty energies and presiding 
wisdom of that Second Person in Godhead, wlio is 
“ Christ the Lord.” This is the philosophy of tin* 

11 
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Christian ; and from the brief expression, all 
things consist ” by Christ, he gathers a science of 
nature surpassing both in amount of information 
and certainty of principle, all which the concentrated 
genius of merely human research could have sup- 
plied. And if loyal to his creed, rarely will his eye 
peruse the midnight scroll of the starry heavens, 
his feet press the solid earth, or his prophetic heart 
anticipate that hour of doom, when this earth 
and heaven ‘‘ shall fee away from a great white 
throne^' (Rev. xx. 11), without a prayerful sense of 
Him who was the “ All in All ” of creation 
once, and is the All in All ” of its preservation 
now. By the sublime constancies of nature there- 
fore we may somewhat appreciate the ])revalence 
of the Redeemer’s intercession : were this less than 
almighty, they would instantly be reduced into 
chaos, and earth and heaven with all their ])opu- 
lation would be struck by the wrath of God, and 
perchance exist no more. 


Section the Second. 

ON CHRIST, the “ ALL ” OF GOD, IN RESPECT TO 
HIS MORAL GOVERNMENT. 


A God denuded of his active providence is, to our 
view, like a sun shorn of his communicable beams ; 
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in fact sucli a Divine Being practically becomes 
little more than an Infinite Idea, throned far 
away in some region of intellectual mystery 
above and beyond our reach. (concerning 
such we grant j)hiloso])bie meditation may dream 
wisely and spcf'ulate jirofoundly, but from this 
theory of the Godhead the intellect derives 
no influential truth, and the heart no sustaining 
motive. Hence it is not enough to believe Jehovah 
IS, hut that he so exists as to preserve and ])ossess, 
em[)ower and control, guide and govern all things 
from the minutest atom up to the most immense of 
w'orlds, and that the s[)eck of unconscious materialism, 
as well as the loftiest of ethereal intelligences, is alike 
under His sleepless control. For (as (diristian writers 
have justly said) the end of wisdom is design, the end 
of {)ower, action, the end of goodness, doing good, and 
the end of justice, moral distribution. AVithout a 
belief of all this, man appears to he cut off from 
all connexion and correspondence with his (’reator. 
Thus in general we may regard tiie realm of God's 
jiroM^lential government as that mysterious orbit of 
manifold activity, where His unerring Attributes 
evolve themselves abroad o^er all matter as 
supreme, and through all mind as the same. 

Were we to enter at large on the grand theme of 
Divine J^rovidi iice, it would he well to arraiu^e our 
contemplations under two distinct heads: under tin* 
first we consider the Divinity as inspect ing, 

H 2 


con- 
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scrvinp:, and disposing all things whatsoever; and 
to this extent, that contingency, surprise, accident, 
and disorder, so lar as the Almighty is concerned — 
are utterly iinpossihle. Under the second, we 
should have to study Ilis Government over all 
rational agents ; and in this light lie aj)pears unto 
our conce})tions as exhibiting morale as distin- 
guished from Ilis natvrat Providence. Put our 
proposition is of a more limited order, and leads us 
ehieHy to contemjdate the Deity under this second 
aspect ; namely, as controlling by Ilis wise provi- 
dence the whole history of rational creatures with 
a supreme nderenee unto ('iirist : so that touching 
Providence as well as creation, we may assert that 
He is the Predestinated ‘‘ All.'* 

Scientific treatises on the moral jwovidence of 
the Almighty have, for the most part, established 
proofs of there being such a providence by an 
argument after the following outline;* 

i. The constant Direction of things to the 
same good End, which have no Design in them- 
selves. , 

“2. The watchful Providence of things which 
have no foresight in themselves. 

3. The mutual agreement and correspondency 
of things which have no Understanding of them- 
selves, or of one another, 

“ d. The continuation of things in the same 
* See John Scott’s "Christian life,*’ vol. ii. p. l.OfJ, 
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comely order which have no Government of them- 
selves. 

5. Miraculous events. 

“ (). Predictions of future and remote contin- 
gencies.” 

But let ns at once resort to the heavenly 
“ oracles,” and hear their infallible decisions on 
this high matter. Among a innltitudinous array 
of j)assages in Scripture which attribute all the 
characteristics of an ever-controlling providence to 
God, we select a few. “ Of Him, and fhronyh 
Him, and to Him, are all things'' (Rom. xi. o(i.j 
“ He giveth life, and breath, and all filings.^' (Acts 
wii. 20 .) la Him, we lice, and move, and 
have our being'' (Acts xvii. 2S.) In a kingly 
sense, He is also said to do W hatsoever Hi; 
. I’LEASETU ill heaven and earth.” (Psalm cxxxv. (i.) 
“ He docth ACCORDING TO Ills W ILL ill the army 
of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth ; 
and none can stay his hand, or say, AVhat doest 
thou?” (Daii. iv. 35.) “ Known unto Him are 

all riis works from everlasting!” (Actsxv. 18.) 

Lastly, in the first of Ephesians wc read “ He 
worketh all things after the counsel of His own 
WILL.” It is of such a wmiulrous agency, a tpiaint 
but precious writer observes,* “It watches over 
everything ; angels are not above, nor worms below’ 
the care of it. It reaches to the great image of 
* Polhill. 
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earthly monarchy. (Dan. ii.) It hnmhlos itself to 
hairs and sparrows. (Matt. x. 29, 30.) Natural 
agents, though determined ad vnum^ cannot act 
without the concurrence of it. Free agents, 
though upon the wings of liberty, cannot fly out 
of its dominions. Mere contingents (as the lot) 
are ascertained by it. In everything it sits at the 
stem and moderates the. event.” 

But now occurs the ({uestion — unto what precise 
END or for what t^ltim ate ohject, has the moral 
providence of God ever been at work \ The 
answer to this we believe is the proposition which 
heads the present chapter of onr work, namely — 
“ Christ personal and nn/stica! is the ALL of God" s 
desif/n in His providential (jocermnent "" 

Let ns attempt two things on this point. First 
to illustrate the assertion ; and secondly y to exhibit 
some results. 

(1.) If then we regard Christ Himself in His 
human cajiacity, Ave discover a most sublime opera- 
tion of Providence both in its vphotdiny and direct- 
inf/ agency. In this respect Christ, as to His 
finite nature, was not an instant self-[)n‘scrved, or 
self-directed. As Man He had no individual sub- 
sistence apart from God, but was incessantly upheld 
sustained and controlled by the Divine Word, into 
whose Personality Ilis human nature was assumed. 
Thus from his first breath in the manger to his 
expiring cry on the cj-oss, the life, work, words, 
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and whole blended experience of the man Christ 
Jesus,” in a most illustrious degree evidenced the 
providential actings of ‘‘ God over all blessed for 
ever.” But still this does not reach the point at 
which we arc aiming ; Christ may have be(*n per- 
sonally the subject of Providence in his own human 
career, but how do we prove that He has been, is, 
and ever will be the centralizing All ” around 
which the moral intentions and spiritual designs of 
Providence accumulate their force, and develop 
their meaning ? To show this, we further assert 
that virtually all providences both before and after 
Christ, can be reduced unto this one glorious aim — 
the final enthronement of the Mediatori vl God- 
man, orer baffled fends, standing angels, con- 
demned sinners and glorifed saints, as Jehovah's 
Elected Kinc. 

By the Jews of old it was said, The world was 
made for Messiah," and is not this Judaic tradition 
nobly confirmed by that exj)ress revelation which 
informs us, for Him all things are created,'' and 
that He is the “ Head over all thinu:s to the 
Church,” that in all things He might have pre- 
eminence,'’ being in very truth “ the alpha and 
omega" of God's ways and works of self manifesta- 
tion towards our system I Let us examine into this 
somewhat minutely. 

From the fall of Adam unto the Incarnation of 
the Only-begotten according to the vulgar chroiio- 
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lociy, about four thousand years are to be reckoned. 
Now without denying secondary purposes, we 
think that no j)erson can read the scriptural record 
of this amazing period without discovering one 
GRAND DESIGN t\'hich iuforms, animates and in- 
spires the whole, — that is, the progressive introduc- 
tion of incarnated Deity into our world. But in 
the carrying out this magniticent purpose of 
mercy, wliat a wondrous view does the Bible 
present unto us of God’s resistless providence 
in condiiaation with man’s responsible agency ? 
From Genesis unto ^lalachi, up to the very hour 
when “ ^lary brought fortJi her new-born child 
and wrapped him in swaddling clothes,” there were 
countless agents working in countless ways and 
unfolding their characters after countless forms ; 
and yet while each of these agents appears to have 
freely followed out his own specific Inas^ — all this 
while Providence overruled all things in each, and 
each thing in all, and that without interfering for 
one moment with human responsibility ! And 

w’hen we ponder on this, who will refuse to blend his 
worshipping voice with that celestial anthem wiiich 
rings round The Throne above, “ Great and mar- 
vellous arc thy ways, oh, Thou King of saints !” 

Whether then you peruse patriarchal incident 
and antediluvian narrative, or study Mosaic law 
and ritual types, or read the history of the 
Israelitish Church, or enter on the j>rophetic 
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announcements, — in all cases, directly or remotely, 
you will see the whole commingled stream of reve- 
lation rolling on its vast current into that con- 
summate ocean of result — Christ the All in All! 
Thus according to what St. Ptilil saith. Provi- 
dence lias ever been bringing to pass that “ all 
tilings may be gathered into one in Christ, 
both which are in heaven and which are on 
earth.” 

And if from the chronicle of the (Jhureh before 
(Jhrist, we revert to the history of both Church 
and world since Ilis ascension unto glory, the asser- 
tion maybe safely ventured — the all"* of God's 
moral sway over man has referred unto Clirist as 
its supreme and ultimate aim. Christ is therefore 
the mystical sun, by whose illuminating beams 
.alone history becomes an intelligible drama, where 
God's secretly ordaining will and man's openly 
manifested rcsjionsibility meet and mingle after an 
ineffable manner. Apart from this incarnate “ All in 
All” of Providence the moral history of mankind is 
a ])!.inless maze, where reason can discover no design 
wortTiy a Divine Being to sanction, and conscience no 
rectitude worthy of a human creature to respect. 
True the records which the pages of a secular his- 
torian have preserved by the jirinted immortality of 
books, are not devoid of dignity, interest, or im- 
portance. There are clo(|uent sighs breathed over 
the ruin of Empires and the decay of Kingdoms ; 
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much of the sensible, the intellectual, and the ima- 
ginative life of man is illustrated ; political science is 
treated with a sagacious skill ; and frequently the 
genius of a subtle analysis decomposes the blended 
elements of hunTan conduct and character with a 
masterly hand. But who can forget that such a 
history is but an imperfect view of mankind in 
their finite and earthly relations; wluTeas fin* tnu* 
history of our nature associates itself rather with 
those infinite and heavenly relations whi(‘h bind 
humanity unto the throne of Eternity and Divinity 
for evermore ? Thus amid all its allowed acuteness 
clofpience and dramatic interest, a history composed 
on rationalistic principles is but a feeble outliiu* of 
what man lias exhibited in the lower attriimtes of 
his being. And when a Divixu m uposk is 
withdrawn from the historian’s philosophy, what 
else does the entire record of the ])ast contain but 
an invisible fheovvanj misunderstood ? In opjiosition 
to this, when we learn from scripture that human 
history is a permitted result under an overruling 
Providence, mysteriously working through all the 
varieties of mental will its own labyrinthine coun- 
sels, — in how different a light do the areliives of 
humanity then appear? “The Most High,” saith 
the Prophet Daniel, “ rnleth in the kingdom of 
men.” And why should this be doubted, although 
perchance in an embodied state we shall newer find 
an element of reconciling harmony between th(‘ 
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prescience of God and the free volitions of man! 
Is it not stranp* that while the rationalist will allow 
that some presiding Cause must regulate the innu- 
merable complexities of materialism — he hesitates to 
hold a like vi(‘w witli regard to the movements of 
the mind ? Aeeording to his theory, an almighty 
will must arrange the wing of an insect hut cannot 
he allow(‘d to legislate for an immortal soul ! And 
what is this in principle but an atheistic sacrilege 
committed on one of the nobh‘st prerogatives of 
God, — even that of reigning over the most imj)ortant 
departments of II is universe I Let us however 
leav(‘ the secular historian, who cannot but tind 
providential government a paradoxical mystery out 
of which the mere science of mind will never 
guide him, and turn to the Christian. Taught 
.then by an oracular Bible, he learns to discover 
God under tlie garb of history, secretly but signifi- 
cantly unshrouding Ilis pur])oses and jdans through 
the overruled instnnnentalifij of nature and of man. 
But when he further asks , — U hnt is the central 
des.gn around which the providences of the ^lost 
TIigh, are attracted I — the same Bible assures him 
that “ Christ” is the ultimate “ALL” of Ilis 
moral government towards man. Thus, we repeat, 
history apart from Jesus (-hrist can never be 
interpreted without tempting a philosophical thinker 
to certain views which tend cither to compromise 
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the wisdom of the Creator, or to involve in fatalism 
the condition of mankind. 

But let us now proceed to verify these statements 
by one or two passages of pregnant force from that 
volume which the Church venerates as exhibiting 
her system of morals, and as constituting Ikt 
rectifying standard of last ap|)eal. ()\ir tirst 
passage is from tlie eighth of the Romans, which 
sets before us the design of God's providential 
dealings towards Ilis ])eo[>le in a most interesting 
manner. ‘‘ We know that all thincjs work toge- 
ther for good, to them that love God." (v. 28.) 
In tliese words Providence is virtually (‘xjdained 
by 1. Its vdii^ersality <if desiyn (“all things"). 
2. Pi'oyressice operation (“ work"). d. Unitire 
tendoney (“together"). 4, Moral resnJt (“for 
good "). 5. A dktinction of eharacter to whom the 

scheme a])plies (“ to them that love God "). 

St. Paul also in 1 Cor. iii. inculcati's a like 
doctrine concerning the suhservieinv of Divine 
Providence to some precise aim, wlien lie delivers 
the following magnificent climax ; “ At.l things are 
yours ; whether Paul, or Apollos, or ('ej)lias, or 
the world, or life, or death, or things ])r(‘sent, or 
things to come; all are yours; and yc* are 
Clirist’s ; and Christ IS Gon’s." (Verses 21 — 2d.) 

But now associate with these j)assages two 
others, one from the Ejihesians, and a second from 
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the Colossh'iiis, and you will at once perceive how 
the whole mystery of Dinnc Providence or God’s 
moral Government in our world — is wound up 
with the Redeemer as its final End or “ All.” 
lie is — Tiik Head over all things to thk 
Ghurch, which is Ilis Body, the fulness of Him 
who filleth All in All.” (Ephcs. i. 22, 23.)” '‘And 
lie is THE Head of the Body, the Church : who 
is the BECiNNiNfi, the first-born from the dead; 
that in ali. tiiinos He might have the pre- 
EMTNExn:.” ((’ol. i. 18.) Here we find a univ(‘r.sal 
Headship attributed unto (dirist, and tlie ultimate 
])urpos(‘ of this official relation is also revealed, 
namely, tliat in “ all ” things He might have 
THE pui>EAiiNENCE. Tlius then we appear to 
hav(‘ ])roved by a resistless testimony the j)ropo- 
sition which w(* made, — “ Christ is the ‘ All ’ of 
God in liKjral govcTinnent.” 

And now ere we terminate this section may we 
not arri‘st you for a while, by an adoring view of 
( 3 1 r i s t a s t h e ( 4 1 ; 1 n I N ( ; , i o M’ R D L L I N G , I N 1 l r 1 : X ( ' I N (i , 
and*SYM PATHizixc; “Head over all things to the 
Cdiurcli,” from the first pulse of Adam's reiunved 
heart even until now? Our world, we find, has 
been since the fall an arena of an amazing and 
manifold antagonism : good and evil, light and 
darkness, God and man, angel and devil, sinner and 
saint, matter and mind, reason and jiassion, con- 
science and will, — all and eaeli according to the 
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degrees, relations, and tendencies have been and are 
incessantly at Avork. On this blended scenery of 
nature man and mind \vc are informed the Intelli- 
gences of beaven have been intently gazing, and 
thereby acquired larger jierceptions of the Divine 
CHARACTER and loftier views of llis rectorial 
DOMINION over llis rational and responsible creatures. 
(E{)bcs. iii. 10.) But meanwhile, apart from the 
guiding beam of the revealed Word, who among 
mortals has been competent to 

Vindicate the ways of God to man 
Reason has tried, conscience endeavoured, and 
philosophy essayed, but little else have they accom- 
plished besides making their own pride, ignorance, 
or error aj)pear. And as for History in her most 
scientific forms and thoughtful hours, — the i)esi(;ns 
of God’s moral government have never (‘ven been 
imagined by her wisdom, much less clearly ex- 
plained. Prize we therefore as a hook of immortal 
preciousuess that heaven-directed Volume, which 
assures us that “Christ” has ever been the “All” 
of Providence towards man ; the hidden moral 
Root from whence its mysterious acts liave germi- 
nated outwardly unto our race, either in sensible 
modes or spiritual manifestations. Hence the Re- 
deemer of our souls is that august Lord in Whom, 
for Whom, and from Whom liavc “all things” 
been displayed, which Jehovah’s ]:)rovidential dealings 
have permitted to arise and come to })as5. Neither 
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Fatalism, nor Contingency, nor Perplexity apper- 
tain to onr economy; but the world, albeit a seeming 
mass of contradictions and paradoxes to those 
who reject Scripture, has been under a plan 
from the beginning, — and that pLan itself has its 
original, continuance, and development in Clirist 
our “ All.” And if even the deistic reasoner 
on man were candid, lie would allow this aspect 
of (Jlirist to be the only rational way for explaining 
what may be called a miracle of permanence, 
we mean — The Church. Never has onr Divine 
Head been without His mystical Body ; and through 
all the mutations of time, the waste and wear of 
nature, together with those human eartiiipiakes 
which liave often concussed the social fabric into 
ruins — by a kind of obstinate eternity and immortal 
.(letiance “the Church of the living God” has 
stood tirm and fast! Now we leave the dis- 
ciples of Hobbes and the scholars of Voltaire to 
ex})lain this phenomenon of spiritual perpetuity 
according to their own degrading theory. AVe 
it hoiied as Christians, have an extilanation at 
hauil ; and what else is it, but that in jnovidence 
as well as in nature and grace, Christ has been 
“ THE SAME yesterday, to-day, and for ever V" Nor 
let us be accused of rhetorical exaggeration when 
we add that, //’ we believe Christ to be indeed 
“ Head over all things to the Church,” then does 
it sur])ass the most exalted power of finite intellect 
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to explain and appreciate tlie actual extent of the 
Redeemer’s sovereignty ?//, and ocer, man. For in- 
stance, what human arithmetic can reckon all the 
motions of our restless intellect, all the vibrations 
of our sleepless will, all the workings of our 
variable conscience, and all the promptings of 
excited passion, — which itnivkrsal man has expe- 
rienced up to this living hour ? And yet Christ 
has been Head over all” thesSe, and by some 
inexplicable mode and secret method will be found 
to have subordinated the complex whole to His 
glory and the Church's good : wherefore the moral 
government of the Almighty is enclosed within the 
circumference of II is merits, who is “ The 
alpha” of all Ilis ways and the Omkoa” of all 
Ilis works, whether we study them in nature, 
contemplate them in Providence, or revere them in 
Grace. 


SectiOxN Third. 

ON CHRIST AS THE “ AlL ” IN THE NEV, 
CREATION OF SOULS. 

“ We are his workmanship created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works.” Here the sjiiritual crea- 
tion of the believer is jdainly assigned unto ('hrist. 
Thus too we read of Christ as the vital Head of 
our regeneration in 2 Cor. v. 1 / , — “ If any man hv 
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IN Christ, he is a new creature (i.e. ktl(tl<Sj creation); 
old things are passed away ; behold all things are 
become new.” To those who understand the fulness 
and force of theological terms, we need hardly 
observe that by “ new creation ” is not to be under- 
stood the positive creation of a new spiritual sub- 
stance, but a spiritual renovation of the old sub- 
stance by the taking away of its evil qualities and by 
imparting unto it good ones in their place. These 
two texts then are in themselves sufficient to vindi- 
cate the doctrine which we desire to inculcate. But 
in order to render Christian verities impressive, we 
must not content ourselves by merely gazing on the 
large glory of some elevated abstraction. Nothing 
perhaps is more frequent than that species of intel- 
lectual imposture by which w'e are indolently satis- 
fied, w'hen an articled theology of well-arranged 
texts takes the place of a detailed apjdication of 
principles and proofs to the heart, and conscience. 
Wherefore in order to illustrate in a practical 
manner that Christ is our “All” in the divine 
m\st^ery of a soul’s new creation, — ^we will arrange 
our argument under two heads. In the one, we 
regard the instrument w^hereby the new' creation is 
achieved : in the other, we consider the experience 
whereby that holy work is ascertained. Touching 
the first it is granted by all whose religion is scrip- 
tural, that The Bible is the grand agency by which, 
as a moral instrument, Clirist operates in, and 


I 



114 


CHRIST OUR ALL IN ALL. 


with the faculties of man towards their entire 
renewal. In regard also to the second head, we 
find all who keep the “ faith once delivered unto 
the saints,'’ agree in this fundamental theology, that 
Christ is “of God, made unto uswisdom and riohtk- 
ousNESS and SANCtiFiCATiON and redeiuption.’,’ 
But if the new creation does not mainly consist in 
these four essential elements of spiritual life, we are 
yet to learn the “ first principles ” of Christianity. 
It seems therefore that our duty is twofold, flowing 
out of these two corresponding distinctions ; — namely, 
to illustrate how Christ is the “ All ” of the “ new 
creature,”* 

1. As REGARDS THE INSTRUMENT WHEREBY the 
new creation is w'rougiit. 

2. As EXPERIENCED BY OUR NATURE WHEREIN 
THE SAME IS REALIZED. 

On each of these divisions we will bnefly dis- 
course in their order. 

To commence then. The relation which Christ 
bears unto the instrumental Word, and the relations 
which that Word in all its properties and perfections 
bears unto Him, justify us in asserting that He is 
the “ All ” of Scripture. The following j)rogres- 
sive analysis will demonstrate our Redeemer’s title 
to this glorious character. 

(1.) Christ is the Source of the Bible. 
And here, let it be observed, we speak of the 
Saviour not according unto His Divine Essence as 



CHRIST OUR ALL. IN ALL, 115 

the only-begotten ’’ in the Bosom of the Father, 
but rather in respect imto Him in Ilis official 
aspects towards Ilis Body — the Church, xlnd that 
in this economical sense Christ must be considered 
as the intellectual spring whence descends all 
revealed truth into our world, is evident from the 
fact that in Christ the whole plans, purposes and 
2)romises of the Godhead for the redemption and sal- 
vation of mankind, are centered and fulfilled. We 
need not of course repeat what we conceive in our 
former passages has been clearly proved — namely, 
that such counsels of God are thus laid in the 
Redeemer. Let it suffice to quote a single passage 
from the Ephesians, where the original of the 
Church is traced up to the Incarnate Lord hereafter 
to be revealed. ‘‘ According as he hath chosen us 
IN Him before the foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy and without blame before Him in 
love : having predestinated us unto the adoption of 
children by Jesus Christ.” (Eplics. i. 4, o.) But 
assuming this to be granted, lohat and where are 
tiiCse plans of w isdom, ^purposes of grace, and pro- 
mises of love ? Our reply is, they are sin)ernatnral 
blessings, and all are to be found in the Bible. 
Thus then we cannot reject the conclusion, that 
if there be counsels of mercy towards man, and if 
those counsels are laid up in Christ, and the entire 
Scripture is but the open manifestation of them by 
means of inspired language unto the world, — Christ 

i 2 
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and the Scripture are correlatives, and related unto 
each other as tlie producer and the produced, or 
inspirer and inspiration. Of both we may say, ‘‘in 
Whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom.” 

Christ therefore is the Reservoir of celestial 
intelligence from whom the streams of scriptural 
truth have been derived. In other wor<ls, the 
Divine Oracles had their ideal existence in the 
mind of Christ, before they came to have an actual 
presence in tlie mind of man. In this sense the 
Bible itself is a copy of a grand original ; a coun- 
terpart reflexion in finite symbols and created signs 
of those infinite archetypes and uncreated ideas 
which Christ, as the mediatorial w^isdom of God, 
possessed in Himself before all worlds. And when 
we thus j)onder on the Scriptures as having their 
mental birthplace, not in the inspiration of “ holy 
men,” but really and truly in the everlasting Mind 
of Christ, — how do all the syllables of Scripture 
begin at once to bum with the divinity they 
enshrine! Every word seems to become a kind 
of verbal Shekinah, where dwell some of the in- 
tellectual glories of Him who is said to “ inhahit 
the praises of Israel.” Nor docs this view 
of Christ as the originating “ All ” of Scripture, 
tend only to prostrate our souls before the un- 
searchable wTsdom of Him who is the author 
of revelation ; but it is also calculated to j)roduce a 
salutary influence on the minds of those who peruse 
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the things which that revelation unfolds. Fallen 
Reason is often a kind of mental Antichrist, and it 
requires more self-restraint than we alone can 
exercise, to awe down into an unquestioning silence 
those murmurings of secret rationalism which rise 
up against the mysterious utterances of the Bible. 
But if we resort at once in a spirit of prayer to 
this divine fact, — that what we now behold in the 
humility of mere print and paper as a mere tangible 
book where truths are contained in mental signs 
and symbols, is a finite image in time of an infinite 
archetype which was in Christ from all eternity y — 
if we say wc thus act. Scripture will indeed be unto 
us the very intellect of God in human language 
made visible. 

It matters not, whether it be unto types or pro- 
phecies, narratives doctrines or promises, w^e 
direct our solemn attention, — Christ is the inspiring 
‘^all” from whom they sprang; and this creed 
imparts unto every word of revelation an almighty 
charm which no other book in the universe of mind 
can^ impart. Philosophy may embellish, eloquence 
arrest, logic convince, rhetoric persuade, and poetry 
charm the man of sentiment and taste, but the 
Bible and the Bible alone brings divinity into 
contact witli humanity, and the ideal of God’s 
eternity with the actual of man’s time, — ^because it 
once was secret truth enclosed in the recesses of the 
Redeemer’s mind. In accordance with this, Christ 
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declares Himself to be “ The Truth and we may 
firmly ])elieve tliat even as He was personally and 
essentially from everlasting The Truth,” — so what 
we now call the Bible is but a bright reflection 
cast from the glory of his Eternal Conception 
through the medium of human inspiration, upon the 
apprehending mind of man, “ Thy word is true 
“ Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold 
WONDROUS THINGS out of tliy law !” 

(2.) Christ is the leading subject of the 
Bible. What the catholic sun is to the astrono- 
mical system, or what the central heart is to the 
human body, that is Christ to the vast body of reve- 
lation. If is not simply that there are ])erpetual 
allusions to Christ in the Word, but His presence 
is wrought so inextricably into the whole spiritnal 
warp and woof of Scripture, — tliat you cannot 
remove Him without at the same time unthread- 
ing into meaningless words the entire doctrinal 
texture of the Inspired Volume. Let us try to 
exhibit this by an orderly analysis of the Bible’s 
chief contents, and see bow Christ is the one 
significant “All” which causes every portion of 
the written Word to be “ complete in Him.''' 

First, There are “ promises exceeding great 
and precious,” hestudding the Bible like a galaxy of 
grace, — and of these it is not expressly said by St. 
Paul, “ All the promises of God are in Him, yea, 
and amen?” (2 Cor. i. 20.) Ilis Blood it is whereby 



CHRIST OUR ALU IN ALL. 


119 


tile New Testament is ratified, and all the 
riches of mercy wliich our reconciled God showers 
down upon redeemed mankind, in the w^ay of com- 
fort guidance protection and love, are the fruits 
of Ilis Intercession, and which we plead for as 
promised in His name.” Secondly, There are 
PREDICTIONS almost innumerable in the Bible; some 
of these enclasp the history of the Church and 
world in time, while others contain within their 
stupendous enclosure the whole eternity of human 
consciousness to come! But here again are we 
not told by inspiration, that “the testimony of Jesus 
is the spirit of prophecy?” We need not quote more 
on a subject so popular and plain ; it is quite enough 
on this occasion to assert that either by direct 
application, or by fair reduction, — all the prophecies 
without any one exception whatsoever gather their 
force, and group their effects around Christ and His 
Church. Thirdly, There are types in the Bible 
of a mingled character ; personal, local, ritual, and 
natural. But saith St. Paul, “ The body is of 
C rist.” (Coloss.) They are but the adumbra- 
tion of His splendours, or faint sketches and feeble 
outlines of his Mediatorial Glory. But deny Jesus to 
be the condensed Antitype and Sublime Original 
unto whom all sacramental images and ritual 
shadows relate, and it will be impossible to 
vindicate the Liturgy of Moses from being a 
heterogeneous mass of bloody rites and burning 
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ceremonies. In the expressive words of a modern 
theologian,* — “ The type being a sign of some 
distant purpose in the Divine Intention not yet 
revealed ; and not a representative of human 
thovijht or action ; it defies the power of the human 
intellect, and is unlocked only by God, either by a 
specific revelation or by its completion in due time, 
which then becomes the luminous exhibition of the 
sense designed.” But when Christ is believed to 
be the one grand interpretation of the types, a 
devout study of the Mosaic Liturgy is eminently 
useful. Then will all Levitic emblems and 
ceremonial shadows be found to relate unto subjects 
of surjjassing interest; all of which have Christ, 
either in His Personal Majesty, or sacrificial merits, 
or Regal Headship, for their attractive centre and 
perfective “ All.” 

Fourthly^ In the Bible, a law both preceptive 
AND PENAL is declared; and of this likewise we 
affirm, that in Christ and Him atone “ it is 
magnified and made honourable He, and He 
only, is the end of the law for righteousness.” 
Let us for example contemplate the law in its 
preceptive beauty y and then we demand, save in the 
moral loveliness and spiritual grace of the Re- 
deemer’s life, — where has the Decalogue been 
embodied in a consummate form of living virtue ? 
In those personal excellencies therefore which 
* Davison’s “ Inquiry into Pi[iniitivc Sacrifice,” 
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Christ as the model of humanity on earth 
exhibited, we find the “ all ’’ of what preceptive 
laws commands, displayed. In regard to the moral 
law itself, we know it to be a legal transcript of 
God’s Perfections in their relative claims upon us ; 
but how far more impressive is that transcript 
when bodied forth as a breathing, active, operative 
thing in the holy life of Christ, than when viewed 
as a stern abstraction in the mere form of the 
letter? In the one case, pure Reason ought to 
consent to its sanctitude, while a sensitive con- 
science must shrink with alarm from its awful 
severity ; but when the same law is reflected from 
the spotless mirror of the Redeemer's virtues, it 
wields a finer and more eifective ascendancy over 
the nature of man. True, the intrvisical glory of 
the law can neither * be augmented by obedience, nor 
lessened by the disobedience of those unto whom 
it applies ; still, apart from the mediatorial 
subjection of Christ as “ made under the law,” 
we never could have seen the beauty aud brightness 
of ':;s character as we now behold them. Hence the 
human experiences of Messiah are to be considered 
as comments, and His actions and works as expo- 
sitions, on the sublime nature of preceptive law. In 
this respect Christ may be denominated as its 
Illustrative All,” who caused the cold letter to 
become a warm thing of flesh and blood, and 
incarnated into palpable forms those abstract pre- 
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cepts wliieli, otherwise, had remained impersonal for 
ever. 

On the other hand, if the law be studied in its 
Penal exactions^ the Saviour is He in whom those 
exactions found their full demand of penalty 
answered. Christ ‘‘ Died — the Just for the 
UNJUST, that He might bring us to God and by 
so dying was lie not the “All” which avenging 
law required, in order to irradiate the justice and 
truth of the Almighty with a moral lustre Avhich all 
heaven admires, and even hell itself dares not 
despise ? Had God reduced our Creation into 
cinders hy the flaming blast of Ilis curse, and 
bid the penal law fix the fimg of its vengeance on 
the souls of the undone to all eternity, — we ask 
would the law by such a process have been 
glorified up to that height of majesty now ex- 
hibited by THE Atonement ? Surely the sufferings 
of creatures, though protracted throughout a per- 
petual hell and endured even unto the utmost pulse 
of their profoundest consciousness, could never vie 
wfith the vicarious agonies of an Incarnated God ! 
Thus the flowing blood that crimsoned the crucified 
body of Jesus, poured a tide of truthful illustration 
upon the unyielding rectitude, of Jehovah, beyond 
what the endured pangs and penalties of an 
eternalized creature could have done. Behold “ a 
God, and a Saviour I” — these words are the 
mute but magnificent language of the cross. 
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But we are quite aware some reflective minds are 
occasionally troubled on this matter with a diffi- 
culty which interferes with their spiritual repose. 
The threats of the original law of works, applied to 
the transgressor personally, — how then can 
Christ be indeed the “ All” of what Divine truth 
required by His penal death in His place? Such 
appears to be the question which sometimes haunts 
the heart, when its wakeful jealousies are excited 
about the j)erfect coiisisteney of our pardon with the 
uncompromised honours of God. But instead of 
our own reply, let us present you with the pregnant 
words of an mithor from whom the deep-minded 
Edwards himself derived much intellectual aid. 
“ All mercy is not a virtue, but that which will 
consist and comport with other perfections of 
wisdom and righteousness, otherwise it is a blemish, 
weakness, and foolish pity. I grant here the truth 
of God would he no hindrance to this pardon ; for 
a rector and lawgiver, by mere threatening, by 
making a law with an annexed penalty, doth not, 
in sa doing, part with his supralegal powders — 
with his power of dispensing with his law, — except 
that he reveal, he will not, in any case, dispense 
with it ; for tlircatenings of themselves do only 
constitute the direness of punishment, and make the 
offender obnoxious. . . , Threatenings, essen- 
tially and immediately, do only constitute this — 
that the rector shall have this authority over you. 
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which he may, at his pleasure, execute ; and it 
would be to destroy government ordinarily not to 
execute them, not to keep his laws sacred and 
inviolable ; but he that threateneth, may yet pardon 
without being guilty of untruth ^ — his truth doth not 
hinder^ but other things.^ 

With this ditficulty then thus anticipated, we 
are correct in stating that whether the moral law 
be interpreted as a code of })receptive requirement, 
or as a penal exaction, Christ is indeed the “ All” 
of both, — inasmuch as He by Ilis sinless life, 
honoured the one, and by his atoning death magni- 
fied the other. He therefore who desires to con- 
template the law, whether it be the ceremonial, moral, 
or penal, ought to study it as it is gathered up into 
a glorious unity of realized obedience, through the 
person of Jesus Christ ; out of Him w e behold it as 
an abstract rule — a barren and breathless theory, 
where indeed human ])erfection is commanded, but 
where none is seen to answer the objective virtue 
which is taught, by the subjective embodiment of a 
corresponding form. But in Christ, the “ all ” of 
God’s legislative will shines forth upon the soul in 
the full blaze of spiritual fulfilment ! And in 
comparison with what the most perfect saint hath 
done, when we allude to the lledeemer’s illustration 
of the law we may apply the exciuisite figure 
which Cudworth has used, in order to distinguish 
* Truma.n on “ The Great Propitiation/’ 
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the artificial effect of obedience to law without from 
a genuine devotion to law within, Though it 
(i. c., the “ dead law of works”) work us into some 
outward conformity to God’s commandments, and 
so hath a good effect upon the world ; yet we are 
all this while but like dead instruments of music, 
that sound sweetly and harmoniously when they are 
only struck and idayed upon from without by the 
musician’s hand, who hath the theory and the 
law of music in himself. But the second, the 
living law of the Gospel, is as if the soul of 
music should incorporate itself with the instrument^ 
and live in the strings^ and make them, of their 
own accord, without any touch or impulse from 
without, dance up and down, and warble out their 
harmonics.” * 

Lastly on this head, in the Scriptures Divine 
w^ORSHip is inculcated, and we remark that the 
“ All ” of this, as respects its spiritual perfection, is 
to be discovered in Christ. 

The essence of man’s religion is a living subjec- 
tion of his created will to the uncreated will of God. 
Now* who except the Lord Jesus could say with 
absolute truth, My meat is to do the will of 
Him that sent me, and to finish His work?” (John 
iv. 34.) Or, apart from Christ’s own exemplar, where 
can we behold that “ All ” of religion’s profoundest 

* Sec Cudwor Ill's Sermon “ On Keeping Christ's Conmand- 
ments." 
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spirituality, which His sorrowful pilgrimag'e on earth 
exhibited ? The religion of Moses was chiefly one 
of carnal ordinances, visible rites, and ceremonial 
shadows ; and St. Paul tells us that the sacrifices, 
ceremonies, washings, purifications, offices, festivals, 
and the almost numberless minutim of observance, 
appertaining to the temple-worship, constituted a 
burden*' which was well-nigh intolerable. But 
in Christ, both personally and doctrinally, we find 
that the highest form of human worship acceptable 
unto God, is spiritual in its essence. “ Not as I 
WILL, but as Thou wilt,’* — here is the worship of 
Him, who in Godhead was the author of religion, 
and yet in manhood was the subject of it. 
And how full of divine significance are the pro- 
phetic words addressed by our Lord to the 
woman of Samaria ! The time cometh, and 
now is, when the true worshippers shall worshij) 
the Father in spirit and in truth ; for the Father 
SEEKETH suck to worsliip him. God is a Spirit, and 
they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit 
and in truth.” (John iv.) The Being who spake 
this doctrine, was in Himself its sublimest’ and 
purest embodiment. Trace the conduct of Jesus 
from first to last, and every conceivable grace 
which can enter into our complex idea of what 
constitutes the Perfection of man’s worshipping 
nature — will be found in the self-denying Hu- 
manity OF Christ. In this sense, the “All” which 

8 
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the Religion of the Bible inculcates touching 
spiritual religion, is carried up to the highest point 
of beautiful and holy manifestation. The Old 
Testament religion is thus perfected by the New, 
and the Saviour by His own Personal Experience 
as MAN, hath shown the Church how to harmonize 
both. In the language of one of the Fathers,* 
As a painter doth not destroy the old lineaments, 
but only makes them more glorious and beautiful, 
so did Christ assist the law ; by Ilis pure discoveries 
he put a gloss and glory upon Divine worship,^’ 
Above all, the final reward which awaits the 
true worshippers of the Almighty, as one of the 
motives which acts upon the mental and moral 
springs of our human being, — discovers the All ” 
of riches and splendours pre-eminently in Christ. 
Not only hath He brought life and immortality to 
light,” but by His own Exaltation as the Glorified 
Head of His Church, into heaven, He has caused 
the splendours of our eternal bliss to stream down 
upon the eye of faith in direct effulgence. “All of 
IL lieu’s rewarding glories which await the sancti- 
fied and saved of mankind — are patent and palpable 
blessings and privileges in Christ. “ The way of 
the Holiest is now manifest,” (Heb.) and through 
the Intercession of our ever-living “ All in all,*’ 
“ a great multitude whom no man can count,” 
we hope are perpetually entering by that “ way,” 
* Theophylact. 
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to be for ever united with the spirits of the just 
made perfect above. 

It is thus that whether we consider the Bible 
as to ITS Source, or its Subject, Christ claims 
to be supremely and vitally its ‘‘All.” A train 
of like argument would conduct us to another 
conclusion ; namely, that if we demand what is 
THE GREAT PuRPOSE of the Biblc, the answer 
must be — to form “ Christ in man the Hope of 
glory So far as our faculties and responsibilities 
are concerned, to this grand aim tend all the mercies 
and mysteries, the precepts, doctrines, sacraments 
and promises of Scripture. But we need not enter 
on this discussion ; in some cases we should have 
to repeat matter already given ; while future por- 
tions of our unfolding theme will supply all which 
might be saidj in proving Christ to be the purpose 
of the Bible. We will therefore wind up this 
section in apostolical language, and say, that if 
indeed Christ be “ The All” of the Instrument 
which the Spirit wields in the new creation of man, 
— then are we complete in Hlmy (Col. ii. 10.) 
Nothing which the Church needs either of intel- 
lectual, moral, or spiritual good, but is to be 
obtained by her faith in that Saviour, who is unto 
her the Fountain-life and originating “ All,” 
whether it be of grace now or glory hereafter. 
Hence neither Popish superstitions nor Antinomian 
corruptions have any ground on which to stand, 
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according to primitive faith and genuine catholicity. 
Moreover, from the same doctrine there follow two 
distinct applications of the subject under two diffe- 
rent classes. If the Church be ‘^complete” in 
Christ, then the dejections and depressions of 
those who mourn over indwelling sin, and lament 
concerning their weak faith and inconsistent 
folly, may be remedied and alleviated by 
clearer views of a spiritual completeness out 
of themselves, and in (Christ. On the other 
hand, since it is only in Christ we are complete, 
and since moreover this incorporation comes to 
pass by a belief in the Saviour, — it follows that the 
wicked must be in a state of deep want, as well as 
decided misery for ever. And will not the hideous 
and everlasting pit of the undone mvinhj consist in 
the soul’s b\irning thirst for that ‘‘ All ” in Christ, 
which their unbelieving hearts dared to reject? 
‘‘ Whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall 
give him, shall nevlr thirst.” Not to “ thirst ” 
is to be “ complete in Him ” who is our All 
an ^ this makes heaven. But on the contrary, to 
“ thirst ” is, in a spiritual sense, to continue by 
preference, maimed and marred in ourselves ; and 
this forms hell : in other words, we see the self 
of our sinful humanity deserted by Christ, and 
left to writhe round its own stake of torment for 
ever and for ever ! 


K 
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Section Fourth. 

ON CHRIST AS THE “ All” IN THE NEW CREA- 
TION OF SOULS — {continued). 

In our attempts to vindicate the above proposi- 
tion, we proceeded to meditate on our spiritual 
new-being in the Gospel life, under two associate 
but yet distinguishable aspects. The frst of these 
relates to the Instrumentality used by the Bible 
ill producing the new creature the second be- 
longs to the experience of the same as realized 
in our nature itself. As to the former of thes(*, 
we hope the preeeding section has evidenced how 
truly Christ may be adored as the “All” of 
Revelation instrumeritJilly viewed ; and it is there- 
fore with reference to the latter we shall now hope 
to shew you, that Christ is equally our Divine 
“ All ” when we come to analyze the elements 
which compose the new creation, in its powers, 
principles, and prerogatives. 

For this purpose, we proceed to illustrate how, 
under the following distinct regards, the Redeemer 
IS what we have described him. Christ then is, 
according to our conception as derived from 
Scripture, 

1. The Head of our Election. 

2. The Principle of our Justification. 
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3. The Source of our Sanctification. 

4. The Model of our Glorification. 

Of eacli of these we proceed to treat in their 
stated order. 

1. Christ is the Head of our Election. To 
avoid a tedious discussion, we shall direct you to 
one passage in which this fundamental principle 
of the Church’s being is expressly stated. “ Ac- 
cording as lie hath chosen us in Him.” (Ephes. 
i. 4.) That the words “ in Hiniy" do refer unto 
Christ Personal is certain : both from the language 
which precedes and follows this. “ Blessed be the 

God, &c who hath blessed us with 

all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in 
Christ.” . . . . “ Having predestinated us 

unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ,” 
&c. The reference to Christ is thus certain : and 
now let us proceed in our inquiry as to His Head- 
ship in the Church’s election in Him from ever- 
lasting. 

There are then two kinds of Election spoken of in 
the Bible, but before we discuss them we are 
bound to inquire what we mean by Election, and 
to which Person in the Godhead this mysterious 
act appertains. By election we understand an 
immutable and eternal, a free, sovereign, all-wise, and 
all-holy act of Divine will ; and touching both 
Christ and His Church, wc refer this act of choice 
to the Father, or First Person in the Trinity. 

K 2 
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Thus Christ Personal is God’s Elect (Isa. xlii. 1); 
and Christ mystical (or the Church) is God’s 
Elect in Him. But still the question remains, 
in what sense is Christ the Head of Election, or 
what does the apostle mean hy asserting that God 
hath chosen us in Him ?” If we answer the 
question hy a form of negation we would say, 
Christ did not merit our election, nor His own: 
not ours, because if so. He not only by His incar- 
nation introduced a new mercy in the flesh of man, 
hut also a novelty in the will of God : a doctrine 
which cannot be maintained for an instant without 
maiming our conception of the Divine Nature’s 
immutability and perfection. On the eontrary, it 
is expressly said, Christ came to do not his oxmi 
wilU l^^it the Father s- And if this bo granted, 
it follows as an inevitable consequence. He did not 
merit our election, neither as to the substance of 
God’s paternal aet, nor as regards the persons 
included in the Church. Christ,” saith a famous 
divine,* Christ heiny chosen os well as the Churchy 
could not he the cause of her election^ and both being 
elected hy one simple and entire act of predestinationy 
the one could not be the cause of the predestination 
of the other. But, positively, although (flirist did 
not merit (as the Mediator) either the election of 
His own Humanity, nor the election of His Body 
the Church — He did by His Incarnation and 

* Goodwin. 
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Death merit all the present grace and 

FUTURE GLORY WHICH ACCRUE UNTO THE ClIURCH 
FROM BRIN(; EVERLASTINGLY ‘ CHOSEN IN lIlM.’” 

Well therefore may we sjiy He is the “ All ” of 
our El(‘ctioii, even its Head and representative 
Image. Nor is this merely a hare abstraction, but 
a fruitful verity capable of being ap{)lied to the 
entire course of a believer’s history here on earth. 
It cuts off all theories of our being elected 
upon a faith and holiness foreseen : a doctrine 
wliich is not only absurd in its very essence, but 
one moreover which militates against the free 
sovereignty of elective grace, and to some extent 
actually places the Divine will in subserviency to 
the human ! The one grand design of Revelation 
is obviously to exalt the j)erfections of the Creator, 
and to abase the pride of the creature ; but does 
not the ascription of the Church’s election unto 
her foreseen holiness rather tend to the con- 
trary ? Among other benelits which flow out 
of our thus viewing election in Christ as 
it^ Head and “ All,” we find that Christ 
did, as the predestined Mediator, personate the 
Church even before the Church actually existed. 
Another glorious benefit derived from this 
doctrine, we will state in the words of Thomas 
Goodwin, and then pass on to a subject somewhat 
less abstruse. “ 15y our election in Christ our sal- 
vation had a sure foundation given it ; not only in 
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God’s eternal Purpose in love, but because his first 
choice of us was a founding us uj>on Christ, and a 
setting us into Him. So that now we are to run 
the same future and to have the same lot witli 
Christ Himself for ever ; ovr persons being made 
mystically one with His, and lie a common Person 
unto ns in election^ as Adam loas in creation ^ 
. . “ God viewing us thus represented in 

Christ, and thus related unto Him and He 
unto us ; God and Christ henceforth delight 
ill us together and have a complacency in us 
beforehand between themselces, as in Proverbs 
I'iii. 30, 31.” 

2. Christ is the Principle of our justtfica- 
noN. How then can man be justified with God?” 
(Job XXV. 34.) Exclude revelation, and our human 
eternity becomes an echo and answers “ Jtow 
The justification of a guilty creature before the 
bar of the Divine tribunal by a righteousness 
impvted, and not by a rectitude imparted^ — is 
altogether a forensic mysterj' of grace which man’s 
antichristian tendencies at once reject. It is a 
secret of pardoning love, which the assuring w^ork 
of the Holy Ghost can alone savingly commend 
unto our acceptance : the orient light of innocent 
reason could not have understood this evangelic 
justification, because it appertains unto an economy 
which could not before the fall have been brought 
into operation. But if reason before the apostasy 
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of man was incompetent to have discovered this 
mystery, still more unable is it now, under the 
distorting effects of pride and passion. Nor is there 
any principle which the moral law authenticates, 
or any conclusion which natural conscience can 
adopt, out of which any plan of justification can 
be derived, — except that which is personal and 
inherent. Hence that (^hrist should be the All ” 
of our justifying rigliteousness, is at once the great 
Mercy and Mystery of the Gospel. Absolute 
pardon, or an absolute punishment, can be under- 
stood by man apart from grace : but to be accounted 
righteous before God, and to have a title to His 
everlasting favour hy faith in the imputed righteous- 
ness of the God-maUy — this we repeat is a matter 
which is altogether lifted above the sphere in which 
reason, conscience, or law can act. 

That however ('hrist is verily and indeed the 
principle of our relative righteousness — scriptural 
evidence by the page can be adduced. Indeed the 
entire scheme of Gospel mercy radiates from, and 
i volves round, this supernatural fact, a man 

is JUSTIFIKD «Y FAITH WITHOUT THE WORKS OF 

THE LAW.” (Horn, hi. 28.) The Redeemer is the 
“ Lord OUR Righteousness.” But what can exclude 
our human righteousness from ang concurrence , or 
co-operation v:hatever in the forensic act of a 
sinner’s justification with the merits of Christ, — 
more than these decisive words of St. Paul ; “I have 
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counted all things but loss, and judge them to be 
dung, that I may win Christ, and be found in Him, 
NOT having my ow^n righteousness, which is of the 
Law, but THAT which is through the faith of 
Christ, the righteousness which is of God b\ 
FAITH (Phil. iii. 9.) Wherefore notwithstand- 
ing the repulsion of our carnal intellect, the ; 'Ja- 
lousies of a legal conscience, and above all the 
mocking pride of a miserable •^^o-called philo- 
sophy,” as Christians who take the Bible for a rule 
of faith, — we arc hound to helu^ve a man is ‘‘ .fus- 
tified FREELY by His grace, through the redemp- 
tion that is in (3irist Jesus.” (Rom. iii. 21.) 
Moreover as members of the Anglican ('hureh, w(‘ 
are unfaithful to the doctrines of our own Catholic 
mother, if wx* do not hold with afl’cetionate 
allegiance of heart the glorious tenet of justifica- 
tion by faith. For thus spCciks, in no mufflj'd style, 
and with no technical confusion of terms, the 
Eleventh Article of the Church of England: “ /Cc 
are accounted righteous before God only for thi: 
UY.K\T of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ bg faith, 
and not for our own works or deservings : JChcrc- 
fore, that we are justified by faith only, is a most 
wholesome doctrine, and veiy full of comfort, as 
more largely is expressed in the Homily of Justifi- 
cation.” Of course this doctrine is right in the 
teeth of the Popish tenet which, for purposes of 
sacerdotal tyranny, artfully blends and confuses 
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an imputed righteousness terminating on tlie state 
of man without, wdth a righteousness operating 
on the nature of man within. And yet, strange to 
say, even the great champion of Romish infallibility 
himself — Bellarmine, by a blessed inconsistency 
hath contrived to stumble into the very bosom of 
abhorred Protestantism ! As a proof, we find him 
saying in his fifth book concerning “ justifica- 
tion,” at the seventh chapter, and third proposition, 
Proi)ter incertitiidinem proj)riai justitiaj, et pericu- 
mm inanis glorim, vUtissimiirn cst fidueiam totam in 
sola rnisericordi^ Dei, et benignitate reponere !” “ By 
reason of the uncertainty of our own righteous- 
and the danger of vain glory, it is by far the 
safest plan to repose our whole trust in the mercy 
and g. of God alone.” Nor does this oracle of 
Romanis] n pause here, but after he has quoted from 
Dan. ix. 18, and from Luke xvii. 10, and confirmed 
these passages with sundry patristic references, 
he shuts up the entire argument with a dilemma 
which our noble Reformers might have admired. 

rither a man hath true merits, or he hath not. 
If he hath not, he is perniciously deceived, and 
seduceth himself, trusting in false merits ; If he hath 
them, he loseth nothing while he loohs not to them, 
but trusts in God atoned But as human nature 
hath by the fall become essentially a Popish 
thing, we find Romish legalism and carnal reason 
in frequent alliance, when they scolF and sneer at 
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the hare mention of a rig;hteousness which is by 
imputation and not by inherency. Let us then 
offer you two precious extracts, which sup^p:est 
much that is profound and practical in reply to this 
hostile treatment of a justifying faith. The first 
is from Bradshaw, as translated by Flavel. 

When we say the righteousness of Christ is made 
ours hy imputation, w^e mean, not according to its 
V7}iverm1 vahtp^ but according to our particular 
necessity ; not to make others righteous, but us so ; 
not that we have the formal intrinsical righteous- 
ness of Christ in us, as it is in Him, but a relative 
righteousness, which makes us righteous, even as 
He is rigliteous ; not as to the (piantity hut as to 
the tntth of it ; nor is it imputed unto us as though 
Christ designed to make us the causes of salvation 
to others, but the subjects of salvation ourselves.*’ * 
Still more forcible are the words of our venerated 
Hooker who, in his ‘^Discoursk of Justifica- 
tion,” thus delivers the doctrine which is the 
central keystone in the arch of the glorious Befor- 
mation. The righteousness wherein we must be 


* “ Non form.'ili intrinsica jiistitia, sed relativa; non quoad 
quantitatem sod veritatem ; fit onim finita applicatio infinittX 
justitiaj ; gi alitor, aoque justi cssenuig iit Cliristiis, at non. 
Justiti® Christi fit nostra, non quoad universalem valorem, 
Bed particularcm nccesgitatem et imputatur nobis, non ut 
causis salvatioiiis, sod ut subjectis salvandis.” {Bradshaw de 
Justi ficatione.) 
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found, if we will be justified, is not our own; 
therefore, we cannot he justified by an inherent 
quality, (Jhrist hath merited righteousness for as 
many as are found in Him. In Him God findeth 
us if we be faithful, for by faith we are incorporated 
into Christ, Then, although in ourselves we be 
altogether sinful and unrighteous^ yet even the man 
that is impious, full of sin, him being found in 
Christ through faith, and having his sin remitted 
through repentance; liirn God beholdcth with a 
gracious eye, putteth away his sin by not imputing 
it, taketh quite away the punishment due thereunto 
by pardoning it, and accepteth him in Jesus Christ as 

PERFECTLY RKJHTEOUS, AS IF Hk HAD FULFILLED 
ALL THAT WAS COMMANDED IIlM IN THE LAW ; 

shall I say more perfectly righteous than if Himself 
had fulfilled the whole law ? I must take heed what 
I say, but the apostle saith, ‘ God made Him to be sin 
for us, who knew no sin, that we might be made 
THE RIGHTKOXTSNESS OF GoD IN IIlM.’ Sucll We 

are in the sight of God the Father, as is the very 
Soi> of God himself. Let it be counted folly, or 
frenzy, or fury whatsoever, it is our comfort and 
our wisdom ; we care for no knowledge in the world 
but this, that man hath sinned and God hath 
suffered ; that God hath made Himself the Son of 
man, and that men are made the righteousness 
OF God.” (Disc. pp. 502, 50.3.) 

3. Christ is the source of our sanctifica- 
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TiON. In the Tri-Personal Unity of the Godhead, 
the Fatlier is revealed unto us as our Elccter, tli(‘ 
Son as our Redeemer, and the Spirit as our 
Sanctilier ; their attributes, as Divine Persons, are 
co-equal ; and their offices, as a covenanting Trinity, 
are also concurrent. When therefore we adore our 
blessed Lord as the All” of our sanctification, we 
mean that He is its meritorious Source, inas- 
much as He by His blood-shedding hath obtained 
the Spirit, who is its efficient spring, lie who 
is justified hy faith therefore in the Son is at the 
same time sanctified hi faith, through the Spirit. 
Rut man being a passiv'e recipient only of a 
righteousness which corneth upon his state in the 
one case, but an active agent in tlie righteous- 
ness which is wrought into liis nature in the 
other, — there is a difference of deyree between our 
justification and sanctification answerable to this 
distinction. Justification is absolutely and univer- 
sally a perfect grace ; incapable, from its intinite 
essence, of either addition or diminution. Rut 
sanctification is (from the mystery of its association 
with the finite and imperfect activities of our human 
mind and will) an imperfect grace so far as man is 
concerned, and capable of perpetual advancement. 
Rut this distinct view of Christ as the Principle of 
our justification and the source of our sanctification, 
interferes not with the doctrine of His being our 
“ All,” in either case, according to our definitions 
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above. We are justified by faith in Him, and we 
are sanctified by an unction from Him. In regard 
to our guilty we have no righteousness but His, 
wliereby we can be accounted righteous before 
God so in respect to the pollution in ourselves, 
we have no deliverance but from the Spirit of 
holiness which proceeds from Christ. In justifica- 
tion He IMPUTES His merit, and in sanctification 
He IMPARTS His nature. Consider Christ in the 
first, and He is our Vicarious Surety; contemplate 
Him in the second, and He is our Vital Head ; for, 
saith the apostle, ‘‘ He who is joined unto the Lord, 
is one spirit” (1 Cor. vi. 1/.) Consequently, 
Clirist is the procuring All,’’ or meritorious 
source from whence the sanctity of His sacramental 
Body, the Church, proceeds. 

4. Cdirist is the model of our glorieication. 
“ We shall be like Him,” are the express words 
of the mild .and much-loving St. John, when he 
unveils to the eye of an elevated faith the glories 
of man’s redeemed eternity. In accordance with 
tl’^s St. Paul speaks of Christ’s human body in 
heaven as the representative model, after 
whose ethereal brightness and perfection the 
altered bodies of raised believers are to be con- 
formed, and configured, “ Who shall change our 
rile body, that it may be fashioned like unto His 
glorious body, according to the working whereby 
He is able to subdue all things unto Himself.” 
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This identity in nature (thougli, of course dis- 
tinguished by an inequality of degree), as to the 
glorification of the Church in hea\reu with the Re- 
deemer’s glory, — is grounded on that ineffable one- 
ness which Scripture everywhere asserts to exist 
between Christ as the redeeming Head, and the 
Church as liis redeemed Body. Sometimes the 
image of this oneness is illustrated by conjunctions 
in nature, or by unions in art, and above all by 
the moral unities of the feelings and affections, such 
as exist between a parent and a child, and between 
a husband and his bride. Still wdiatever form of 
illustration the merciful Spirit of the Lord con- 
descends to* adopt, He uniformly conveys this 
blessed truth — that even as Christ is our justifica- 
tion by merit imputed, our sanctijication by grace 
imparted, so will He be our glorification by His 
being united to His Church in bonds of sympathetic 
glory for ever. “ Beloved,” saith he, whom Jesus 
loved, “ now are we the sons of God, and it dotli 
not yet appear what we shall be, but we know that 
when He shall appear, we shall he like Him, for 
we shall see Him as He is.” But let us learn from 
1 Cor. XV., what may be comprehended under the 
mysterious fulness of that brief intimation, like 
Him The second man is tlie Lord from 
heaven ; as we have borne the image of 

the earthy, we shall also bear image of the 
HEAVENLY. . . . This Corruptible must put 

8 
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on iiicorruption, and this mortal must put on 
immortality I” 

And here we will terminate the Second Part of 
our subject, in which we have endeavoured to 
discover the deep mind of the Spirit touching 
our Lord Jesus Christ being the “ All ” of the 
believer, 

1. As to God in His creative energy. 

2. As to God in His providential govern- 
ment. 

3. As to God in His new creation of souls. 

Thankful sliall we be unto our God both in time 

and in eternity, if these imperfect as})ects of the 
intinite preciousness, power, and fulness which are 
in the Kedeeiiier, — tend through his grace to endear 
Him more and more to the homage of grateful 
hearts, and the adoration of believing souls. From 
the result of this blended contemplation, we arrive 
at the magniticent theology which a great apostle 
embodies in the following verse : “ Of Him are ye 
in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us, 
WISDOM and righteousness and sanctification 
and redemption.” (I Cor. i. 30.) Moreover from 
this description we gather two practical enforcements 
wherewith to close the section. 

1. How SUULIME IS THE WEALTH OF THE BE- 
LIEVER ! For what opulence can rival his unto 
whom, by the instrumental hand of his faith and 
through the Spirit, those “ unsearchable riches ” of 
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the Redeemer are thus “ made ” over ? Christ 
becomes his own by a propriety which neither 
angel, man, nor devil can dispute ; for Christ is 
“made ofGod ” unto him “righteousness, wisdom, 
sanctification, and redemption.” ('‘ompared witli 
Divine possessions like these, if man could tax the 
universe for an income and exhaust the treasury of 
worlds for his portion, his gain would be a splendid 
notliing. Still less will he whose heart is opened 
by grace to the inspirations of eternity, think of 
comparing crowns and sceptres, and all which pride, 
ambition or pleasure can otfer, with such unutterable 
m income as this, which “ of God ” is thus freely 
given “unto” him. “Blessed be God who hath 
blessed me with all sjjinfttal blpssi)i(/.s in Christ 
Jesus!” Ifere is the utmost wiiieh Divinity can 
bestow, and surely it is as much as humanity can 
require. 

2. How MISKRARLE IS THE POVERTY OF THE 
UNBELIEVER ! Observe the secret intimations 
which are included in the tact that Christ is our 
“wisdom, righteousness,” &c., &c. And what else can 
they be but such as imply the ignorance, yinlt, pollu- 
tion^ and misery of universal man? If the state of his 
being were indeed a wise, just, holy and hapj)y one, 
then would it be untrue that Christ is our “ wisdom, 
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption.” 
Hence it follows that no infatuation can rival his, 
who rejects with dreadful obstinacy the adorable 
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Saviour who is the Infinite Counterpart of all 
Ills needs both now and ever. To be Christless 
therefore is to remain hopeless ; and thus to achieve 
a form of moral suicide which even the Evil One 
himself hath not committed. On man and on man 
alone rests the awful crime of counting the atone- 
ment of a crucified God as of no value, and of im- 
precating upon conscience throughout its tormented 
eternity the curse of that cry, — “ His ulood be 



PART III. 

A SPIRITUAL ECONOMY ILLUSTRATED. 


Section First. 

ON CHRIST “ IN ALL” TIIK GIFTS OF HIS 
CirUKCH. 

In respect to the precise moral condition of 
human nature tlicre are extremes of statement in 
Scripture which, at the first glance, appear to 
amount unto something that approaclies a jiara- 
dox, or an inconsistency. And yet when rightly 
viewed and reverently expanded in faith and 
prayer, all this seeming paradox will be found to 
exist in our fallen being, and all this apparent 
inconsistency to originate from our own contra- 
dictory principles. For instance, there are electric 
passages in the Bible winch are enough to 
thrill the most adamantine heart into penitence 
and tears. As a specimen of what we intend, let 
the following descriptions of a naked human heart 
as it is in the eye of God, be taken. ‘‘ The lieart 
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is deceitful above all things, and desperately 
WICKED !” (Jer. vii.) The carnal mind is en- 
mity AGAINST God !” (Rom.) The former of 
these descriptions shows our nature to he liorribly 
corrupt ; and the latter declares it to be infernally 
godless. And now we ask, what more crushing 
truth can we imagine to bear down on our cmi- 
sciousness than this, — Man is (1) A miracle oi 
deception (i. c., “deceitful ahove all ; 

and (2) A monster of corruption (i. e., one 
entire “ eiunihj against God*') ? But then contrast 
with these astounding portraitures of our nature 
another class of passages such as those, “ Be ye 
perfect even as your Father in heaven is })erfect.” 
(Matt.) Here we have the Almighty set before us 
as our Model ! “ Let this mind be in you, which 

was IN Christ Jesus.” Here we have Incarnate 
Divinity exhibited also for our Exemplar in 
humility ! Ilow then shall we reconcile these 
arresting contrasts? IFow sliall we harmonize 
two doctrines, tlie one of which appears to pros- 
trate man down to the lowest point of all con- 
ceivable abasement, while the other seems to 
elevate him up to the image of God and Ills 
uncreated glory ? Our answer is ])lain and concise. 
lntcr])ret man as he is out of Christ, and next unto 
the Archfiend, he is the most jiolluted outcast in 
the universe ; — a living nuisance who merits to be 
swept away from the sight of his offended Maker, 

L 2 
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because his very pulse throbs treason, and his 
every breath involves the atheism of sin. But on 
the other hand, view the same being as renewed 
in the image of Christy and not the most seraphic 
master-piece of finite Intelligence is so truly 
glorious as he ! For though the angels may glow 
with eonsunimate beauty, and chant with celestial 
ecstacy before The Throne, not one of them can 
say, “ I have an Infinite Sympathy in heaven, 
because I am redeemed by an Infinite Saviour 
there.” And thus we arrive by a natural jirogress 
of remark and principle at the Third Division of 
our theme, .where we shall find the height of human 
excellency both now and hereafter, to be stated or 
implied in the sublime fact, — that “ Christ is all and 
in All ” both for their regeneration and for their 
glory. In other words, even as Self “in all” 
is the ultimatum or lowest point of human degra- 
dation, so “(hiuiST IN All” is the climax or 
loftiest reach of human elevation. 

Let us tlien commence in order a series of 
illustrative proofs of The mysterious econiimy 
OF GRACE, intimated by these significant words — 
“Christ” is not simply an “All,” l)ut He is 
moreover, “ In All.” Our first view shall be 
that which heads this section ; namely, we propose 
to contemplate the blessed Jesus as being 

(1.) In all the gifts of His (hiURcn. 

We must however just glance at the application 
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of the In All ” to the cotitext, and instead of 
onr own explication, let ns quote the comment 
of Davenant’s rare work, and the paraphrase 
of Macknight. The former thus explains the 
words. “ What the Jews hoped for from tlie 
j)rivilege of their nation and the sign of tlie cove- 
nant, the Greeks from their philosophy, princes 
and (;reat men from their dignity; all these 
things, and others far more excellent, the man that 
is born again enjoys in Christ. On the other 
hand, whatever blemish there may be thought in 
being sprung from (Jeiitile or Barbarian, as being 
both in uncivcumcision, or in any low condition or 
mean station.” .... “ For Christ (regene- 

rating them and uniting Himself with the renewed) 

* is all’ that which is necessary to salvation ; ‘ in 
ALL,’ namely, in all the faithful who are thus sanc- 
tified and united to Christ.” In connexion with 
this, the following expository view of Macknight 
is worth reading. “ In the new creation there is 
no respect paid to any man because he is a Greek 
L irned in the sciences ; or a Jew honoured with a 
place in the visible Church of God ; or circumcised y 
and possessed of i\\Q ouUcard privileges o f the people 
of God ; or iincircumcised, and destitute of them ; 
or a Barbarian without civilization ; or a Scythian 
the most barbarous of all barbarians ; or a slave 
subjected to the will of his master ; or a freeman 
who has Ids actions in his own power ; but the 
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NATURE OF CHRIST IS commuiiicatcd unto all who 
BELIEVE without distinction, and in all places of 
the world.” Having thus cleared our way, w'e 
resunu' our proposed illustration of Christ as being 
In all the GIFTS OF Ills Church.” 

It pleased the Father that in Him should all 
fulness dwell.” (Col. i. 19.) But that this ‘Mul- 
ness ” was not so to dwell in Christ Personal as 
not to overflow into His mystical Body, is ap{)arent 
from what St. John saith, Of His fulness have 
all we received, and grace for grace,^' (John i. !(>.) 
Again we read, In whom are hid all the trea- 
sures of wisdom and knowledge.” (Col. ii. 3.) But 
in like manner we also infer that these treasures ” 
are not so ‘Miid,” as to be uncommunicated unto the 
(fliurch both in gifts and graces ; and we ground 
our inference upon two passages, which bear with 
beautiful propriety on this last quotation. Paul 
declares, “ Unto me, who am less than the least of 
all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach 
among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches 
of Christ.” (Fph. iii. 8.) But still more to our 
purj)Ose are his \\ords in the first chapter of his 
Epistle to the Colossians ; “To His saints, to 
WHOM God would MAKE KNOWN what is THE 
RICHES of the glory of this mystery among the 
Gentiles, which is (hiitiST in you, the hope of 
glory.” (Col. i. 2fl, 27.) These quotations are 
quite sufficient to prove that there is such a vital 
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and essential connexion between Christ and His 
Cliureh, — that whatsoever be the gifts and graces 
wliich pertain unto members of the one, they are 
to be traced unto that Mediatorial fountain of all 
gifts and graces, which spring up with a gush of 
eternal fulness from the Merits of the other. 

But wliat are we to understand by gifts? By 
gifts as distinguished from graces,” we mean 
Ecclesiastical Endowments, which belong to 
the edification of the Church in her Cfitholic Body ; 
while by graces we intend those Spiritual Ex- 
cellences wliich are realized by the members of 
the Cliurch in particular. Not that both gifts and 
graces are not frc(picutly combined, and may co- 
operate ; but for the sake of avoiding confusion we 
venture thus to distinguish them. It is then unto 
the prior form of the Spirit’s manifestation, namely 
Ilis Ecclesiastical Endowments, — we allude in this 
chapter when we assert Christ to he “ in All 
Gifts.” Perhajis the words of that logical divine. 
Bishop Sanderson, may here be tpiotcd with etfect. 
In his noble sermon on 1 Cor. xii. /, he observes 
thus on the distinction to which we have alluded. 
“ \Vc are not yet further to know that the gifts 
and graces wrought in us by the Holy Spirit of 
God, arc of two sorts. The Scrijitures .sometimes 
distinguish them by the different terms of ‘ 
and ‘ although these words are again 

used indifferently and promiscuously, either for the 
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other.” . . . . “ Those former are the graces 

of sanctification, whereby the person that hath them 
is enabled to do acceptable service to God in the 
duties of his general calling. These latter are the 
graces of edification, whereby tlie person that hath 
them is enabled to do profitable service to the 
Church of God in the duties of his pa?dicular 
calling. Those are given both to us and for ns> 
that is chiefly for our own good ; these to us in 
deed, but for others, that is chiefly for the good 
of our brethren. Those are given us for the 
saving of our souls ; these for the winning of other 
men’s souls. Those proceed from the special love 
of God to the person, and may therefore be called 
personal or special. These proceed from the 
general love of God to Ilis Church for yet more 
general to human societies), and may therefore rather 
be called ecclesiastical or general gifts.” * 

So much for what we comprehend by gifts. 
And now that Christ has been in them all by Ilis 
power, presence, and grace, as their Inspiring 
Source and Directive Lord, — cannot be fpics- 
tioned by those, who hold that since the fall He 
has been the Great Medium of communication 
between the Father and our fallen ereation. The 
First Person is represented in Scripture as rcced* 
ing back into Ilis absolute glory from immediate 

* “ Siinderson’s Sermons,” 8vo. Edition, London, 1041, 
volume i., p. 170, 171. 
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contact with sinners, and henceforth holding all 
intcniourse with mankind in the triple kingdom 
of Nature, Providence, and the Church, — by the 
Second Person as Mediator. Hence the Church 
has been identically one in every age, from its 
patriarchal economy down to its evangelic form 
now. Let us therefore assume it for granted that 
all the gifts of the Church have ever flowed from 
Christ as their meritorious Fountaindiead, and 
wc shall perceive certain results to follow w'hich 
deserve our serious regard. 

I. By this doctrine, Christ is supricmely glo- 
rified. These gifts, from the times of Moses 
down to our own ecclesiastical era, have been 
amazing in number, manifold in nature, and 
wonderful in effect ; but all of them have derived 
their original from the opulence of sujierhurnan 
resources enclosed in Cdirist. Let us look at these 
“ gifts ” a little more in detail. There have been 
miracles in the hlnydom of nature ; but whether 
they shut heaven, or opened earth, changed the 
el :nents, arrested the seasons, or in the deiid and 
living bodies of men produced effects beyond finite 
causes to explain — Christ was “ In All,’’ as their 
actuating Source. There have been Predictions 
uttered, which in the compass of their grasp have 
spanned thousands of years, and which have fore- 
shadowed the futurities of man’s history and ex- 
perience, conduct and character, with a minuteness 
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most astonishing; but in these Christ was 

the Lord of Ins})iration, wlio thus made the minds 
of men prophetic instruments of Ilis will. In like 
manner might we allude to the gifts of ])oetry and 
oratory, healing and tongues, political science and 
patriotic zeal, and unto whatsoever of intellectual 
might majesty and pre-eminence which men have 
displayed in the Church, or for the (church, both 
before and since the Incarnation, — and then say 
that from the Redeemer as Regal Ilivvn over “ all 
things the whole have sprung. And here again 
let us recall the words of Sanderson, who in 
vindicating the claims of the Spirit to l>e con- 
sidered as* the Divine Source of all our gifts, 
graces and excellences, thus discourses. “ Nature 
itself in the last resolution is of grace, for Cod 
gave thee that. Rut the truth is, the dilferenee 
that is ill men, in regard of these gifts and abilities, 
ariseth neither from the power of nature, nor from 
the merit of labour, otherwise than as God is 
pleased to use these as second causes under hbn, 
but it conieth merely from the good-will ^and 
pleasure of that free Spirit, which bloweth how, 

and where, and when he listeth 

Nature is a necessary agent, and if not cither 
hindered by some inferior impediment, or over- 
ruled by some higher power, worketh alway alike 
and produceth the same effects in all individuals of 
the same kind, and how is it possible she should 
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make a difference that knoweth none (Vol. i., 
page 178.) 

2. Tills reference of All Gifts unto Christ, re- 
lates in an important way to the Moral con- 
sistency OF THE UiviNE GOVERNMENT. We are 
prone to contcmiilate the Perfections of Deity 
through the strained mirror of our own egotism and 
pride, and thus to reason and think as if the good 
of the creature were almost essential to the glory 
of tlie Creator ! We forget the completeness of 
Jehovah in Himself; above all are we inclined to 
be unmindful that after the entrance of sin into our 
system, — God and the world were in a new relation 
to each otlier. AVe must learn then to receive this 
truth into the centre of our convinced minds , — God 
loves his oivn attributes more than our interests, 
and so shall be prep.ared to ajiprcciatc with pro- 
founder gratitude every manifestation of llis re- 
conciled (Countenance unto our deicidal world. 
Wherefore when we read of the gifts wiiich our 
heavenly Father hath from time to time bestowed 
u^ on the Church, — let us beware we do not sepa- 
rate them from the principle of atonement, and 
the pre\ ailing intercession of Jesus Christ. God 
never did, can, or will bestow on man as a 
rebel to llis huv, — any one gift of mind or 
grace of heart whatsoever, but through and 
in a Mediator. Consequently, if we simply 
admire the miracles prophecies and inspirations 
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and affluent endowments of the Church, without 
any doctrinal reference unto the sacrificial merit of 
Christ, who by His Spirit has been “ in All,” — 
we make the Almighty an Infinite Inconsistency. 
For if a solitary fragment of mercy hath heen granted 
to the Church or the world, excej)t through the 
Redeemers atoning \vork, then was Getlisemane 
superfluous and Calvary unrequired. Moral govern- 
ment is a matter of principle and not of (piantity : 
more or less, little or great, do not touch the 
essence of what is either absolutely rii/hf or abso- 
lutely wrong. Besides, we have in the Decalogue a 
revelation of the Almighty's sell-respect when he 
saith, “ The Lord thy God is a .jkalous God.” 
To deny therefore that our crucified ‘S\ll ” has 
ever been in All” the gifts which God hath 
bestowed upon us, both as their meritorious Cause 
and actuating Principle, — is to give the Decalogue 
itself the lie, and instefidof a God who is jealons,"' 
to present us with one who is inconsistent. Most 
heartily then will those who love to sec their 
Redeemer magnified, subscribe their amen to the 
creed of Lord Bacon. “ God is so holy, pure, and 
jealous ... so that neither angel, man, nor 
world could stand or can stand one iriomenc in his 
eyes without beholding the same in the face of a 
mediator ; and therefore that before him with whom 
all things were present, the Lamb of God was slain 
before all worlds.” • . . “ Out of his eternal 
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and infinite goodness and love, purposing to become 
a creator and to communicates to his creatures, he 
ordained in his eternal counsel that one Person of 
the Godhead should be united to one nature and to 
one j)articular of his creatures ; that so in the Person 
of theMediator the true ladder mighthe fixed whereby 
God might descend to his creatures and his creatures 
ascend unto God : so that God hij the reconcilement of 
the Mediator^ turning his countenance towards his 
creatures^ though not in equal light and degree^ 
made wag unto the dispensations of his 7nost holy will : 

. all with res{)ect to Thu Mediator, which 

is the GREAT MYSTERY aild PERFECT CENTRE of all 
God’s ways with his creatures, and unto which all 
his other icorhs do hut serve and refer f * 

(,S.) If our Lord (>hrist be acknowledged as in 
All ” gifts, in all time, places, Persons and things — 

THE UNIVERSAL DESTITUTION OF OUR APOSTATE 
NATURE IS THEREBY ILLUSTRATED. IloUneSS is 
wealth and wisdom ; but sin is beggary and folly ; and 
as all men since the fall have, without exception, 
beeu conceived in sin and begotten in corruption, — 
not one has ever been able by culture, education, or 
energy of innate disposition, to rise out of the state 
of destitution wherein sin hath cast us. Whatsoever 
therefore of intellectual greatness, moral power, 
or spiritual virtue, our human nature hath exhibited 
since Adam fell, has been a free gift from God 
See Lord Bacon’s “ Confession of Faith*' 
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through Christ, and not the result of efforts through 
ourselves. Indeed the very word gift ” implies 
all this and more which might be said. Every 
good GIFT and every perfect gift is from above.'’ 
(James i. 17.) Let us remember this, when we 
look hack with retrospective wonder or delight on 
the miraculous gifts and victorious graces which 
often adorned the patriarchs, projdiets, martyrs, and 
saints of old. J3y nature they were children of 
wrath,” and impotent unto “ all good works,” even 
as ourselves. Every one of them in ])rineiple 
might have said, not I but the gkaci: of God 
which is in me.” Nor is the recollection of man's 
universal ' corrujition and incomjietcncy to all 
spiritual good since the fall, a fruitless dogma or 
cold idea from which no productive conscipiences 
can he derived. For let it once he imagined that 
man by the alone medium of himself, or by the 
instrumentality of others, can rise uj) to the level 
of what is high holy and honourable In^forv iiott , — 
and the entire economy of saving mercy and 
assisting grace through a mediating (Christ is f)ver- 
thrown. In that case instead of our Lord beimr 
adored as the “ All ” of merit and power in the 
gifts of the Church and the world, — lie would be 
little more than one among other concurring influ- 
ences, wJiich have helped to modify our nature and 
mould the character of mankind. 

(1.) Lastly, CERTAIN FORMS OF HUMAN EM*EKI- 
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KNCE MAY BE CORRECTED AND CHASTENED BY THIS 

VIEW OF Christ as in All” our gifts. For 
instance, there is a royal freedom or variety 
evinced hy the Spirit of Christ in the dispensa- 
tion of llis gifts. This was the fact in the ancient 
Church, and Ave behold a like economy of arbitrary 
grace in the apostolical Church to which St. Paul 
thus alludes. ‘‘ Now there are diversities of gifts, 
but the same Spirit. And there are differences of 
ad mini st ratio ns y but the same Lord. And there are 
diversities of operations, but it is the same God 
which worketh all in all.” . . . . All these 

worketh tliat one and the self-same Spirit dividing 
TO EVERY MAN SEVERALLY AS HE WILL.” (1 CoF. 
xii. 4 — 1 1.) W4iat then are those forms of human 
experience whicli developed themselves in the day 
of the Corinthian Church? Pride and Envy; 
that is, a tendency on the ]iart of those unto whom 
great gifts were dispensed to be elated into pre- 
sumption ; and also an inclination on the side of 
those on whom minor gifts were bestowed, to be 
dej)^pssed into envy. Both these Avere states of 
sin, and to each we find St. Paul applied an appro- 
priate corrective Avhen he declares, The body is 
not one member, but many. But iioav hath God 
set the members every one of them in the body as 
it hath pleased Jfim.'' True, we modern Christians 
are not under a miraculous dispensation of gifts ; 
and so far as we can interpret the mind of Scrip- 
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ture, the “ working of miracles,” prophecy,” 
“ discerning of spirits,’* divers kinds of tongues,” 
&c., &€., will not return into the Cliurch until the 
personal advent of Christ to Ilis visible kingdom 
here on earth. But although our gifts be not 
miraculous, they are various ; and thus is there 
ample room for the Pride and Envy of ^ur corrupt 
natures to unfold themselves. Accordingly, it will 
not he denied that such evil manihvstations have 
disgraced our (’hurch and still to a great extent 
disfigure her beauty and dishonour her a])ostolic 
mien, lie who possesscth the gifts of oratory, 
wisdom, and logic to a large extent, is t(‘mj)t(‘d to 
overvalue himself on these distinctions, and to look 
down upon his inferior brethren witli somewhat of 
contempt and disregard. On the other hand, thos(‘ 
unto whom the free Spirit hath denied these high 
gifts, are apt to look with a grudging eye and a 
grieved heart uj)on the pri\ileges of their more 
distinguished brethren. But if it ^^ere remembered 
that these distinctions in th i:.msei.vi:s are neither 
saving nor essential ; that they are f/f/'/s, and thus 
imply no merit or ability on the ])art of their 
posscs.sors ; and lastly, that if (dirist be “ in All,” 
to repine at this administration is to (piestion Ilis 
wisdom in thus dividing them ; if we say all 
this were remembered both pride and envy would 
soon be chastened and controlled. In truth we are 
convinced that the blessed habit of adoring Christ, 

6 
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not only as He is in His own essential glories 
personal and official, but also as He is in All ” 
ecclesiastical gifts and endowments, — would promote 
paternal love and affectionate humility to a vast 
extent. Hi: and He alone is the best judge tohere 
and when and how to communicate out of His ** un- 
searchable riches ” unto the Church, or the world. 
But we on the contrary must needs be clouded in 
our perceptions in this high matter. Our horizon 
both sensibly and spiritually, is a limited one : yet 
Christ sees the end from the beginning and thus 
when He bestows a gift upon any member of His 
Mystical Body, can equally foresee its exercise in 
time and its consequence in eternity. ‘‘ May the 
God of all mercy ’’ thus open the eyes of our 
understanding ” to discern both the hand and the 
heart of Jesus, in every gift which His Church 
enjoys. Then will those who prophesy’* despise 
not those upon whom the gift of ‘‘ prophecy’" is not 
bestowed; while they in their turn will not gaze 
with an invidious eye upon those above them in this 
lespect. “ Ephraim shall not envy Judah, and 
Judah shall not vex Ephraim” (Isa. xi. 13): but 
Christ in our gifts, as in everything else, with 
grateful alacrity shall be adored as their ruling 
Presence, and empowering All in All'^ 


M 
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Section Second. 

ON CHRIST “ in all” THE CRACKS OF THE 
CHRISTIAN. 

Christianity when estimated according to its 
ital fulness, freeness, and efficiency, is Christ 
imparted to man, in order that Christ may 
be formed in man ; all short of this, is merely 
instrumental, and cannot be prudently valued ex* 
ce])t with a distinct reference to this precise end, — 
namely, the production of the lledeemer’s like- 
ness in the humanity which He has redeemed. 
And this' view of the subject throws the gleam 
of a general ex{)lanation over the doctrine which 
this section is designated to prove, and illustrate ; and 
that doctrine associates itself in a most essential 
manner with our Third general division, or “ The 
mysterious economy” which is intimated by the 
announcement, Christ is not only our “ All,’’ but 
lie is likewise “ in All.” Christ then we assert 
is so vitally essentially and perpetually their 
OniciNATOR, their Purchaser, and their S'us- 
TAiNER, that if in idea you separate Him from 
spiritual junction with us, that instant the (diurch 
becomes an ecclesiastical corpse and nothing more ! 
That instant faith dies, humility withers, hope 
dejiarts, holiness is c.xtinct, assurance ends, and all 



CHRIST OUR ALL IN ALL. 


1(33 


the love light and holiness which now transform 
the heart of a believer into a living paradise of 
graces, vanish at once into a blind and blank 
uoncnity. In a word, because Christ is, Chris- 
tianity IS ; because lie by Ilis Spirit joins us to 
Himself in heaven, we through faith are wedded 
to Him here on earth. Even as the sunbeams 
when they shine below, })rovc the sun to be in the 
firmament above ; or lis the y)roducts of a tree are 
evidences that its root is alive ; or as the throbbing 
play of the pulse in our blood proves that the heart 
yet palpitates with life ; so do each and all of the 
veritable graces which manifest the genuine believer, 
attest that Christ is indeed an efficient Head of 
THE Church, unchanged and unchangeable. The 
direct connexion therefore between a living 
Christian and a living Christ is not one of fancy 
and feeling, or peculiar to jyny privileged class of 
orthodox disciples, — but rather one of inwitabie 
necesslti/. The air is not more essential to our 
breathing, light to our seeing, and sound to our 
li earing, than is Christ in His “ unsearchable 
riches” to the Christian in his corresponding graces. 
To sum up all in a brief conclusion, as every copy 
implies an original, so every separate and individual 
miniature of Christ by grace below, involves the 
present existence of a sublime Archetyj)e in glory 
above. Hence man can no more produce a sjuritnal 
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(jrace^ tlian he can found a universe o/form a 
world. Indeed according to the Bible it demands 
more omnipotence, in a moral sense, to create the 
latter, than it does in a physical sense, to cause the 
former ; the difference between entity and nonentity 
being less than the distance between the life of 
nature and the life of grace. And if this aspect of 
the connexion between alV’* graces and Christ as 
IN them ALL, be a just one, we may at once consider 
the point as above and beyond controversy ; for to 
speak in the plainest mode it comes to this, — when 
that which is merely human can beget that which 
is truly dhine, then will there be exhibited Chris- 
tian graces in active life on earth which are no 
proofs of a living Christ iff heaven ; hut not till 
then ! 

Bnt how shall we illustrate somewhat in analytic 
detail the proposition, Christ is in All the 
graces of a Cliristian ?” Generally we presume it 
a gospel principle, canonized by the Word of God 
and authenticated by the creeds of the Church 
Catholic in every age,— that the threefold func- 
tions of the Redeemer constitute a corresponding 
Fountain of a threefold supply to the spiritual 
wants of our nature, which He has assumed into 
personal unity with His own. These functions are 
described according to popular theology as, Prophe- 
tical Sacerdotal y and Regal ; and how sublime an 
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argument do we possess for the divinity of the 
gospel, when the more we scrutinize the real 
necessities of sinful humanity, the more we discover 
these very offices to correspond with svpernatural 
nicety to the wants so discovered^ Indeed with 
such a symmetry of responsive adaptation to the 
mental moral and spiritual needs of our nature do 
the official graces of Christ jit into our neces- 
sities, — that all the secret harmonies and con- 
junctions which science devclopes in the natural 
world, are imperfect when compared with it. W e 
have therefore but to demand, where and what are 
our wants and weaknesses, and then to bring them 
unto those appropriate springs of supply which flow 
out of the Saviour’s mediatorial Offices, — and we 
shall at once perceive how true it is, Christ is in 
All our graces, in the fullest and profoundest sense. 

Now, touching these wants. Scripture, the 
Church, history, and universal experience blend 
their commingled testimonies into a melancholy 
^concordance. All unite in attesting the following 
to he the fundamental condition of man’s nature, 
when regarded in its relations and responsibilities 
towards the Almighty. 

1. There is sensual darkness on and in 
THE intellectual POWERS. 

2. There are depravity and perversity in 

THE MORAL FACULTIES. 
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3. There is a bondage of evil whereby 

THE ENTIRE MAN IS BOUND. 

AVe need not here enlarge on each of these three 
assertions touching our human condition, but refer 
those wlio \Yish to view it, in reference to the renovat- 
ing power of the Gospel, unto another work, where at 
lengtli they will tind the subject discussed.* Let it 
suffice to say that our redemptive All’’ in His 
revealed offices, brings that ])recise counterpart of 
sufficient grace which the above description proves 
we universally require. 

1. Through Christ prophetical we have 

SPIRITUAL- LIGHT BOTH ON AND IN THE MIND. 

2. Through Christ sacerdotal we have 

HOLY RECTITUDE IN THE HEART. 

3. Through Christ regal we have final 

DELIVERANCE OF OUR WHOLE BEING FROM ALL 
EVIL WHATSOEVER. 

But if this comparison between our humanity as 
darkened, jxdluted, and enslaved when left to itself, 
and the same humanity as illuminated, sanctified, 
and enfranchised by ('hrist, is just, — who ’will 
dispute the assertion that (ffirist is not only “ All,” 
bu also “ /// air' the graces of Ilis jieoplc? Of 
course, the express a]*plication of these “ riches” 

^ The allusion is to the author’s work, “ The CiospEi, 
BEU()!IK THK A(iE, or Christ with Nicodemus/’ an Exposi- 
tion for the Times. 
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in Christ is here implied : for without this, wluit- 
ever the Saviour may be in Himself, He is unto us 
merely an historical or intellectual wonder, with 
whom we have nothing to do. But on the subject of 
ap{)lication, beautiful and wise are the words of 
him, who seems to have had the teaching unction 
of the Spirit in no common measure. There is a 
two-fold application of all redemption, one Frimunj, 
the other Secondary. The former act of God the 
Father applying it to Christ our Surety, and vir- 
tually to us in Him : the latter is the act of the 
Holy Spirit, personally and actually applying it to 
us in the work of conversion. The former has the 
relation and respect of an example, model, or 
pattern to this ; and this is produced and brought 
by the virtue of that : what was done upon the 
Person of Christ, was not only virtually done ui)on 
us, considered in Him as a common public represen- 
tative person, in which sense we are said to die 
with Him, to be crucified with Him, to be buried 
with Him, but it ivas oho intended for a platfmn 
or idea of what is to be done by the Spirit actually 
upon our souls and bodies in one sinyle person. As 
He died for sin, so the Spirit applying His w'ork to 
us in the work of mortification causes us to die to 
sin by the virtue of His death ; and as He was 
quickened by the Spirit and raised unto life, so the 
Spirit applying unto us the life of Christ, causeth 
us to live by spiritual vivification. Now this per- 
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sonal, secondary, and actual application of redemp- 
tion to us by the Spirit in Ilis sanctifying work,” * 
&c., &c. 

It hath however pleased the Divine Spirit to give 
us a pregnant passage, which both in principle and 
consequence includes whatsoever volumes of illus- 
tration could unfold, touching the miraculous exacti- 
tude wherewith the spiritual riches of Christ are 
adapted to meet the spiritual poverty of man. 
‘‘ But of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, wiio of God 

IS MADE UNTO US WISDOM, AND RIGHTEOUSNESS, 
AND SANCTIFICATION, AND REDEMPTION.” Tliercis 

quite as much implied in this verse, as there is stated. 
And to what less than to this docs the implication 
amount, — that while man remains in a Christless 
position before God, he is a living mass of igtio- 
ranc€ygirUt, poUutiony and misery ? Out of this low 
and loathsome condition nothing human can deliver 
him. Education modifies ; example excites ; counsels 
instruct; conscience restrains; providence alarms; and 
our own self-culture and individual energies embel- 
lish the exterior of fallen humanity ; but not one of 
these agencies apart, nor all of them combined, can 
bring an alterative process of internal efficiency to 
bear on the dispositions and desires of man. Hence, 
apart from vital iiicor])oration by faith into Jesus 
Christ, so far as meetness for heaven is understood, 
our nature remains naturey and nothing etsCy for ever, 
* Flavel’s Work, vol. ii. p. 19. 
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But when Clirist in His “ unsearcliable riches ” of 
official grace is applied by the Holy Ghost unto 
man, — for ignorance hehold wisdom I for guilt behold 
righteousness ! for pollution, sanctification ! and for 
misery, redemption ! And observe, it is not abstract 
fpialities of excellence which are made of God ” 
ours, but Christ personally and spiritually y even His 
adorable Self, in wisdom righteousness sanctifi- 
cation and redemption” becomes the believer’s 
everlasting possession. But in this transcendent 
possession whatever constitutes the glorious income 
of the Christian, may virtually be said to exist. 
In other words, all those bright graces, beauteous 
adornments, and hallowed charms that irradiate the 
entire character of a true disciple with their single 
or blended effects, — are associated with Him who is 
thus ‘Mnade of God” unto man a blessed All in 
All.” Christ therefore is " in AIT* the graces of 
Christian nature, character, and experience. From 
Him those graces are derived; by Him are they 
unceasingly sustained ; and to Him are they refunded 
bact in glowing returns of jirayer that is never 
wearied, and praise that is never cold. Thus it is, that 
whenever we behold a solitary Christian grace 
however feeble and faint, whether it be in the light 
of an elevated mind, the love of a seraphic heart, 
or the sensitive delicacy of a conscience ‘‘ made 
white through the blood of the Lamb,” — we have a 
positive and palpable attestation to the intercession 
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of a corresponding Christ above. For what is the 
‘‘ all ” of Christianity but Christ in that “ all 
xVnd what are the loveliest graces of a believer, but 
gleams and glances which reflect from an earthly 
saint those infinite graces and perfect glories which 
shine with full concentration in the humanity of Him, 
who is the model of our human eternity to come ? 
Wherefore every grace in the Chur(!h, could it 
become vocal, would cry with St. Paul — Not I, 
but Christ livcth in me ; and the life which I now 
live in the flesh, 1 live by the faith of the Son of 
God.” 


Section Third. 

ON CHRIST in all” the ordinances ok true 
religion. 

In the religion of Jesus Christ there is a body ot 
visible Forms and a soul of invisible Principles, which 
respond to the two-fold attributes which compose 
our human nature, even that of material flesh,, and 
immaterial spirit. And in w'hat does the jicrfection 
of practical devotion consist, but in maintaining an 
harmonious counterbalance between th(‘se parts of 
our religion, and these properties of our nature 'I 
When is the life of faith more fruitful, and tin* 
science of our worshipping souls more heavenly and 
complete, — than when it yields to our senses such a 
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I)roportion of outward rite as they require, and to 
our SOULS such an amount of inward doctrines as 
they need ? The entire man is redeemed by Christ, 
and therefore the entire man must worship Christ. 
But liow can the Saviour he adored by our human 
entircncss, and a religion commensurate with our 
cntirencss lie put into action ? Consequently a 
liturgy exclusively spiritual, or a liturgy exclusively 
sensible, would be altogether iinsuited to man in 
his cartlily condition as an embodied soul. Were 
it all viewless spirit what would become of his 
sensible faculties ? Were it all visible form, what 
would become of his spiritual faculties ? But let 
him be jn'ovided with a religious apparatus re- 
si)onsively adajited to meet the distinct requirements 
of his com])ound nature, and the whole humanity is 
then sup{)lied with a sacred nourishment suitable 
to its weaknesses and wants. 

In theory, of course, few will deny these observa- 
tions to be grounded on a correct interpretation of 
("hrist’s religion and man’s need. But alas ! in 
prac4:ice, how often have the Church and her 
children violated the harmony which the lledeemer 
hath established between his faith and our faculties. 

In every age a dangerous bias of disturbing 
force hath dislocated the proportion which 
designed ever to be preserved between the body and 
soul of Christianity, and the body and soul of the 
Christian. Sometimes this bias has tended to a 
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religion exclusively ad extra, or one of enibodicd 
rites ; mid again in another period the bias has 
inclined to a religion exclusively ad intra, or one ot 
internal experiences. Thus, more or less, there has 
ever been (especially since the Reformation) a great 
contention where there ought to have been a 
glorious concord. One class of theologians have 
unwisely separated the means too far from the end 
in reference to salvation, and the result has been — 
ritual formalism. Again, another species of theolo- 
gians have separated the end too far from th(‘ 
means, and the consequence has been — spiritual 
fanaticism. In either case this is indeed to be 
sorely lamented, as tending not more to dishonour 
the w’ondrous perfections of the Redeemer’s eco- 
nomy, than to disturb the proportions of man’s 
being. Would that the via media, along which 
apostles saints and martyrs walked in fraternal unity 
and loving concord, towards their common heaven, 
had been reverently kept ! Tliis indeed is at once 
the primitive, sincere, and catholic way. This is a 
path which verges neither to the right hand ngr to 
the left ; which tends not to one extreme or to 
another ; but leads man by a direct line straight 
towards his final home. “ What (irODhatb joined 
tojpther let not man put asunder.” (Matt. xix. 2().) 
Here is a due regard for the use of means as con- 
nected with an end ; and what “ God ” hath j)ut 
asunder let ‘"not man” “join together;” here is 
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also a right esteem for the end as distinct from the 
means. 

Extremes on this point, as in most others con- 
nected with our relative acts, are to be avoided. 
External forms, sacramental ceremonies, and sym- 
bolic observances can never be despised by a 
soundly spiritual mind. The decent pomp, the 
ordered rite, and all the expressive adjuncts of 
public worship, will ever assume a holy importance 
ill the hearts of those who while they remember 

God is a spirit,” recollect man hath a body like- 
wise. Convinced on the one hand that the mere 
excitement of the senses is not religion, they are 
equally assured on the other, that to enlist them on 
the side of religion, is both wise and necessary. No 
thinking person therefore who has really studied the 
constitutional requirements of human nature, will 
presume to ridicule those auxiliary influences of 
religious forms and rites, which the Divine Architect 
of that nature intended for the Church’s visible 
edification, and uniting bond. 

But when the exterior functions of religious 
worship are lauded to an extravagant height, and 
all the complex minutiae of a most fatiguing ritual 
arc enforced upon worshippers as if the seeds of the 
soul’s eternity were enclosed within them— or 
when that which is but an instrumental mearis 
is magnified into a final aim, — then it is that 
the instructive pharisaism of our fallen nature is 
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unwisely and unsafely flattered. Notliinj^, we ven- 
ture witb sacred confidence to assert, but the poj>ish 
bigotry of a ])etty mind will dispute this opinion. 
When the sensidfe is allowed to overivhelm tin* 
spiritual in Christian worship, the Almighty seems 
to retire behind the thick veilings of rites, and sen- 
sual drapery of forms ; the fervour of a God-realiz- 
ing devotion begins to evaporate, and the rational 
worshipping of a spiritual Jehovah is in danger of 
being transmuted into a kind of liturgical machine, 
who blindly worships he Jniows 'iiot whoty 

But perhaps the true and only rectifit r of (uir 
conceptions touching the jmnciples and pro])orti()iis 
of sacred worship, as oOcred bv tlie whole* man, is 
this sublime fact that, — Christ is in Al:. tin* 
oniinances of true relifiioii. When we snv this, our 
meaning is tliat lie is in them one nul all, rheir 
SUPREME End and Ohject ; so that if <‘{*remoniaI 
institutes and religious acts be followt'd and per- 
formed witliout a distinct reference unto the Ue- 
deemer as soul and substance of their sigiuticauce and 
effect — they are ritual mockeries and nought beside. 
To render this more plain, let us in theory imagine 
(Jhrist to be extracted out of our religious forms ; 
or let us suppose something else to be in 

Ilis holy place, and then, — what description shall we 
give of symbolic worship and liturgical rites ? For 
instance, let us consider Sacraments, Sermons, 
and Prayers, and if Christ be divorced from them, 
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what have we left but an emblematic skeleton, 
an intellectual homily, and a fruitless supplication ? 
For what are Christian sacraments but signs and 
seals of our incorporation into Christ and His 
Church ? What arc Christian sermons but exhorta- 
tions to bring us into the love and likeness of Christ ? 
And wdiat are Christian prayers but adorations to the 
Trinity, offered by the faithful that Christ may 
become theirs and they become Christ’s, for ever? 
Thus too with all the subordinate rites and subsi- 
diary ceremonies of the Church, — Christ is at once 
both their al[)ha and omega, their first principle and 
their last mid. Indeed even as the ritual of ancient 
Judainii would be a libel on the Divine wisdom^ if 
(’hrist were not the jiredestiued antetype, to Whose 
Person and Merits all its shadows referred, — so 
would the liturgy of modern evangelism be a satire 
on human necessity, if Christ were not realized there 
as ruling in ” and over “ All.’’ 

But if a suhstitution of something else instead 
of our Lord Christ, as the terminal glory to which 
ail ceremonial ordinances and institutes tend, be 
imagined , — \\c shall find in this case likewise our 
religion to be a hollow name and little more. Now 
that to a gi’eat extent, in practical elfects such a 
substitution does take place, will scarcely be denied : 
and therefore it can never be “ out of season ” for 
the minister of Christ to impress on his own con- 
science, and on that of others whom he can influence, 

8 



176 


CHRIST OUR ALL IN ALL. 


that unless we are looking unto Jesus ” in the 
glass of the ordinances, we are really deceiving our 
souls. As believers, we are predestinated to be 
conformed to the image of His Son and this Divine 
conformation of man unto Christ through the power 
of Ilis Spirit, is the grand achievement which the 
instruments of grace are designed to complete. 
Unless then He who is the light and life of our 
redeemed nature, be ever adored as the central 
inspiration of all rites, ceremonies, and sacra- 
ments, — we may be ritualists, but we are not 
Christians ; we have an abstract creed, but not 
an embodied Christ ; a doctrinal religion, but not 
a fersonal God. Let us then warn you against 
the substitution of any of the following ends 
as the ** Ail in A/T' of your religious experience, 
for a spiritual conjunction with Him whose ye are, 
and whose name ye bear. (1.) The regalement of 
the senses by the bland attractions of music, sculp- 
ture, architecture, and painting. (2.) The excite- 
ment of the emotions, by the power and pathos of 
moving appeals and high-wrought arguinjents. 
(3.) The morbid gratification of an exacting^ 
mind, which loves to feed on doctrines, while the 
heart is famished for want of moral nutriment. 
(4.) A zeal for an articled orthodoxy, which is con- 
tent with terms that adorn the head, rather than 
truths which influence the life. (5.) A providential 
regard for the good opinion of the world and the 
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gracious esteem of friends, both of which would be 
endangered were wc to neglect our Church and her 
observances. (6.) The indolent pleasure of yield- 
ing to a mere habit in coming to the Lord’s house 
on Sundays. (7.) A legal desire to propitiate 
God by a regular discharge of religious duties, 
rather than by faith and repentance through Jesus 
(Christ. (Lastly.) A jdiarisaic complacency in the 
ritual discharge of Sabbatic duties, as if going to 
church and going to heaven were synonymous. 
Numerous others might of course be adduced, but 
assuredly these are among some of those false ends 
and deceitful lures which thousjinds pursue, and by 
which thousands are beguiled, in bringing their 
souls and bodies under the commingled power of 
Church doctrines and ordinances. Through the 
guidance of God’s Holy Spirit, the only remedy for 
this sidcidal fraud is, the prayerful acknow- 
ledgment of Christ as being “ in All ” the insti- 
tutes of religion, as their only pure and perfect end. 
Therefore both in public worship and in private 
adoration, let us ever keep this sublime object 
before our conscience, — ^namely, a amformity unto 
Christ by grace on earth, that we may hereafter 
have a comnuinion with Christ in glory above. The 
means are for the end ; let us not reverse the matter, 
and treat the means as though they ivere the end : 
moreover as God hath allied certain ends toith cor- 
responding means, let us not jiresume to reach the 

N 
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one, while we are mad enough to des})ise the other. 
Above all, let us remember that — ‘‘ as in Adam all 
die,” so it is not by forms fancies or feelings, but 
by being vitally and spiritually “in Chkist, we are 
made alive.” Compared with this, all the formal 
outworks of religion, however orthodox and sincere, 
are fond dreams and futile delusions. And to 
prove that we do not overrate the distinction be- 
tween a religion externally k(‘pt, and a Christ in- 
ternally experienced, — let us hear the sentiments of 
one, whose oriental richness of taste and luxury of 
imagination rendered him peculiarly open to all the 
fascinations of arlistical effect, in the (church he 
loved. It is but an ill sign of holiness when a 
man is busy in troubling himself and his supi^rior 
in little scruples and fantastic opinions about things 
not concerning the life of religion or the pieafmre of 
God, or the excellence (f the Spirit. X good man 
knows how to jilease God, how to converse with him, 
how’ to advance the kingdom of the Lord Jesus, to set 
forward holiness, and the love of God and of his bro- 
ther ; and he knows that there is no godliness in spend- 
ing our time and our talk, our heart and our spirits 
about the garments and outsides of religion ; . . . 
and he that for that which is no j)art of religion 
destroys religion, is a man of fancy and of the 
world ; but he gives but an ill account that he is a 
man of God and a son of the Spirit.” — (Jeremy 
Taylor’s “ Via Intelligeuciaj.”) 
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Section Fourth. 

ON CHRIST IN all” THE RENEWED FACULTIES 
OF HUMAN NATURE. 

I am the Vine, and ye are the branches;” 
“ without Me ye can do nothing.” In the full 
Stress of their jirimary reference these assertions 
of our Lord belong to His own Mystical Body ; but 
there is a sense in which it is (|uite true that the 
natural excellences of our humanity, simply as 
such, are from the Mediator. We do not now 
allude to Christ as the everlasting Mh:)RD, or un- 
cr(‘ate(l Wisdom of the Father, but to His official 
place in the covenant of Redemption. Tinman nature, 
as to its excellent privileges and precious eudow- 
meuts, became a forfeiture to God’s absolute justice 
when it defiled its innocence by sin, and broke loose 
from allegiance to tlie law and love of the Supreme. 
How came it to pass then, that notwithstanding the 
fall of man, reason and conscience and certain 
amiable properties of the heart still appertain to our 
universal heing, and cause so much of mental 
culture, social bliss, and domestic purity to abound ? 
We cannot answer, by the principle of our first 
creation ; for that was violated by man’s transgres- 
sion of the covenant of works, whereunto that 
principle adhered. And if we cannot thus explain 
the preservation of reason, conscience, and our 

N 2 
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affections after human apostacy, — we must have 
recourse to the covenant of redeeming grace; in 
virtue of which all our natural excellences and 
common mercies have been sustained. In a 
guarded sense therefore, and under a due interpre- 
tation of our meaning, it may be said Christ is 
‘Mil all” the faculties of every man; especially is 
He, by His atoning merit, the foundation on which 
all reason conscience and the nobler affections 
abide since the fall. Indeed, according to the self- 
re vealment of the Divine Character in the Bible, 
these precious attributes of our being cannot other- 
wise be explained as now attached to a sinful crea- 
ture, without in theory at least, compromising the 
Majesty of Him who cannot bestow c([ual mercies 
on uncfpial principles. For instance, if the unre- 
newed who are out of Christ, possess the same costly 
furniture of intellect, &c., which the sanctitied who 
are in Christ do, and sometimes even transcend the 
latter in this respect, — can we dare assert that God 
acts in the one case according to the covenant of 
7corJiS, and in the other according to the covenant of 
grace ? If not, w e may conclude from a remarkable 
verse in the first chapter of St. John’s Gospel — that 
in a certain degree, there is a Christ actuating uni- 
versa} man, whether man is conscious of such indweller 
or not. “ That was the true light which lighteth 
KVERY MAN that comctli into the world.” (v. 9.) 
Now this true light” which “ every man” to some 
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extent inherits, may well be refracted into the 
tlireefold rays of reason, conscience, and affection, — 
‘‘ IN All” of which Christ is the Source from 
whence the whole is derived. And surely, over 
and above the unutterable mercies of the elect 
Church, it helps to aggrandize our conceptions of 
the Redeemer’s glory, when we find that the great 
faculties of men as such, owe their preservation to 
the power of His Divine blood. But then for 
Christ, the light of reason might have been extin- 
guished in the midnight of the primal curse ; Con- 
science, (that mysterious organ by which God in- 
timates Ilis will to man, and through which eternity 
often whispers to time,) — but for the same Christ, 
might have ceased to legisLate to the desires which 
it now more or less controls. And what shall we 
say of the Affections ? Men who reject the dying 
love of Jesus continually pride themselves on the 
exfpiisite depth and sincere intensity of these : and 
yet according to the philosophy of Scripture, even 
the loveliest affections would have been gangrened 
an^ blighted after sin had stained our nature, — had 
not (Christ’s intercession preserved them in somewhat 
of their original fulness and force. Here then is one 
aspect of Christ “ in All” tlie faculties of men, con - 
sidered merely as rational creatures and social 
agents. But this is not the most important view of 
the subject; and therefore we at once proceed to 
illustrate, according to scriptural light, how Christ 
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(Iocs in truth mysteriously inhabit the living teni])les 
of His redeemed and renovated disciples : in other 
words, how He is “ i?i all ” the renewed faculties of 
human nature. 

To begin then. The New Testament continually 
alludes to the doctrine of a mutual indwelling 
between Christ and His memhers. As to Christ, 
we are told He inhabits man by His Spirit to sanc- 
tify him ; and as to man, he is said to inhabit Christ 
by taith, that he may be justified. Now our theme 
leads us to the former, namely, to the s})iritual in- 
dwelling of the Lord Jesus “ in all ” the faculties 
of His followers. Let ns therefore attempt a brief 
illustration of' the following doctrinal truths : Christ 
inhabits 

(1.) The MINI! OF A RELIEVER AND MAKES IT 
LIGHT. 

(2.) The heart of a believer and makes it 

LOVE. 

(3.) The will of a believer and makes it 

LIBERTY. 

(4.) The conscience of a belii:ver and 
makes it serenity. 

1. The mind of a heliecer is enlujlitened hij the 
indwelliny Christ. That the conceptions of a Chris- 
tian and those of a worldling are distinct, will be 
admitted by all who allow that what engages pre-emi- 
nently the mind of the one, constitutes a very difrerent 
attraction from what charms the mind of the other. 
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Titi(‘, there are objects and subjects concernuig 
which the disciples of Jesus remain unwise and 
uninformed, in (lomparisoii with the eagle-eyed 
vision of tlic secular man, whose apprehensions 
have been sharpened into clearness by perpetual 
coiita(.*t with the world he adores. But when we 
sp(*ak of Christ’s illuminating presence in the re- 
newed mine], we of course allude to those spiritual 
mysteries and supernatural verities which peculiarly 
relate to the dispensation of the Gos]H'1 ; and in re- 
gard to such we assert that all Christians are light 
in the Lardy'' when contrasted with the unconverted, 
who may truly he described as darkness in them- 
selves. Ijct us name a few of those precise themes 
of heavenly import, which the irradiated intellect of 
the believer is exalted to “ comprehend with all 
saints.” (1.) The infinite rkcoil of the Divine 
N ATU RE F Ro M ALL SIN xvH ATso EVE R. The iiieasure 
of this inlinite intolerance of moral evil on the part 
of God, has of course condensed itself into one stu- 
pendous manifestation through tji e atonement ; 
but w ho, save the illuminated children of the S])irit, 
have their mental eyesight suthciently purged to 
behold in the sufferings of Christ, not only a gt eat 
nierey towards man, but also the essential, necessary, 
everlasting, and immutable ofposition between the 
rectitude of the Divine nature and the sin of the 
human ? Natural students of the Gospel may dimly 
perceive in this bleeding Tragedy of infinite grfice 
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something like a means of escape ; but surely none 
save the spiritual can perceive how the death of 
Christ is an awful self-vindication of Jehovah, 
which will instruct and warn all created intelligence 
concerning sin for ever ? (2.) The connexion be- 

tween human evil PERMITTED, ANd1)i VINE GLORY 
THEREBY ILLUSTRATED. Here is aiiotlicr mysterious 
point, which we firmly believe is a repulsive thing 
to those who have no indwelling (yhrist to enlighten 
their perceptions. Persons who reason upward from 
the finite to the infinite, invariably argue as though 
man’s interest, and not the Creator’s glory, ought to 
be the ultimate aim of God in the government of 
the universe.’ But when the irradiations of the 
Holy Ghost have shined into our intellect, we begin 
to see not only the certainty ^ but also the wisdom, of 
the reverse of this conclusion. The creature must 
be for the Creator, and not the Crcfitor for the crea- 
ture. By the iiermission therefore of man’s fall 
into the guilty depths of his own self-will, a moral 
ANTAGONISM lias been exhibited, in the over-mas- 
tery of which both attributes and persons in the 
Godhead have been revealed, after a mode and 
extent which otherwise perhaps could not have 
been the case. By a revelation of attributes we 
allude to justice and mercy, as they reach their 
zenith of combined display on CaWary ; and by the 
persons, we mean the Federal Offices of the first 
and second Persons, as exercised towards the Church, 
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which official manifestation seems to demand the 
permission of moral evil for its due field of exercise. 
(2.) The intense spirituality of the law. Now 
that a conscience merely roused into a legal solici- 
tude, or appalled by sudden providences into a 
horror of destruction, has not attained a clear per- 
ception of the law in its essential purity and prin- 
ciple, — might easily be proved both from reason and 
from revelation. Still less can it be affirmed that a 
mere intellectual study of the law, as an ethical 
code fitted to secure the social welfare of the world, 
amounts to a real insight of the law’s perfection. 
Hut when the justified saint becomes inhabited by 
Christ, his mental eye is eager with holiness, and 
looks more and more into that law which commands 
wffiat the Holy Ghost is, — namely, spiritual {)cr- 
fection. With what arresting elocpicnce does 
St. Paul allude to a spiritual discovery of the law 
in all the killing purity of its recpiirements ! 1 

was alive without the law once, but when the 
commandment came, sin revived and I died !” 
(Rom. vii. 9.) (1.) The terrible and entire 

CORRUPTION OF human NATURE APART FROM RENO- 
VATING grace. And who but those who have been 
brought out of darkness” into light, have an 
experimental knowledge ‘‘how great is that dark- 
ness,” and how deep is that dungeon of defilement 
and guilt into which all our faculties are plunged ! 
Others may repine at the selfishness, and fret against 



186 


CHRIST OUR ALU IN ALL. 


the sensuality of those around them ? and many, 
like llonsscau, or Swift, or Byron, can write in 
strains of plaintive morbidity over the crimes and 
corruj)tions of the world ; but all this while they 
are simply gratifying their own egotism throvgh a 
rengeanee of language. Sin, as an alienation of 
man's whole body soul and spirit from a Holy 
God, is utterly unknown to such acrimonious 
moralists as these. But for their own incon- 
venience, and the temporal disturbances and dis- 
tresses caused by their own injustice, — sin, as 
the Almighty’s dcicidal contrast, would neve r affect 
their hearts. Not so, however, with the Lord’s 
illumined disciples. Every scri])tural chapter they 
read, every eucharist they partake, every prayer 
they offer, and every communion they hold with 
their High Priest in heaven, — hut serves to augment 
a sense of their defilement, and to heighten their gra- 
titude for His redemption. (/iiinsT is their internal 
Lioht ; and by the searching beam of His own 
word, perpetually discovers unto them more and 
more of the heart of that old Adam” wl\ich even 
unto our last pulse of being on earth, throbs with 
rebellious life against the “ new man” of the Spirit. 

Oh wretched man that T am is the frecpient 
exclaim of the disciple, when he looks down into 
the opening depths of his bad desires and base dis- 
positions. The holier he is made, the humbler he 
grows ; and in proportion as he is inhabited by Christ, 



CHRIST OUR ALL IN ALL. 


187 


he longs with increasing earnestness to he dispos- 
sessed of himself. Thus then in these four ways, 
a believer is made light by the indwelling Saviour ; 
and his mind thereby, as to the subjects which we 
haA e selected, learns to comprehend with a clearness 
their true nature, beyond the loftiest reason and 
science of man to understand. 

(l2.) The heart is wade, love hy the inhahitation 
of Christ. (fod is love and therefore they who 
lov(‘ (h)d resemble their great original. Ihit of 
what character are those, who in a spiritual and holy 
sense can be said to love God ^ When our Lord 
replied unto the Jewish cavillers who repudiated His 
miracles and rijccted His mercy, lie said, “ I know 
you, that yc have not the love of God in you.” But 
can we doubt that this awful sentence may be applied 
with the severest justice to every one human being 
without a single exception, save unto Him within 
whose mind aiul conscience Christ hath “ revealed 
the lather ?” Wc grant that when the hearts of 
men are charged home with the accusation of being in 
pruteiple deicides, they often revolt from this assault, 
as being rather a stern caricature than a religious 
descri})tion of their real character. But two reasons 
may be oifinvd why men rc])ulsc this charge with 
such moral disgust. The first is dr.awn from the 
fact, that they love an infinite expansion of 
THEIR OWN SPIRIT uiulcr tlic iiamc of a God. Now 
this God is just as much an idolatrous figment* 
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created out of the mind, warmed by the emotions 
and worshipped by the imagination, as a divinity of 
stone or wood is an idol chiselled and carved by the 
hand of some blind pagan. Christ is the way 
— and hence neither reason, science, nor sentiment 
CAN lead a fallen creature like man unto a know- 
ledge of the one True God. The second reason is 
drawn from a confused view which some hasty re- 
jectors of Gospel truth adopt, as to what constitutes 
the essence of our human condemnation before God. 
Mankind then are not described in Scripture as 
all equally depraved touching natural excellences 
and social riualitles, which serve to embellisli the 
arena of public life, to actuate the sphere of secular 
occupation, and to embellish and beaiitify all the 
touching scenery and tender associations of liome. 
Here there is an undeniahlc gradation of character 
tn be witnessed, — reaching from tlic heights of 
what is bland and benignant, generous and 
great, down to the depths of what is vicious or 
vain, mean and unmerciful. But tlie wholesale 
charge which the Bible brings against the whole 
family of man, considered as out of Clirist is — that 
they DO NOT love J e ho vah supr f. m e ly, e n ti re ly, 
AND PERPETUALLY. ThoU slialt loVC tllC Loi’d 
thy God with all thy heart, with all tliy soul, 
and with all thy mind.” (Matt, xxvii. 37.) This 
is the sum and substance of our bounden allegiance 
to the Most High ; and we have only to enunciate 
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this law to the couscience, in order to feel that it 
prostrates into the dust the pride of human virtue 
and the achievements of mortal excellency. Pre- 
cious and important as may be the attainments of 
natural men, and into whatsoever forms of social 
beauty and intellectual grandeur, w^c may cultivate 
ourselves apart from Divine grace, — still the melan- 
choly fact remains indisputable : in all this the 
lava of a Ilohj God is not included. Indeed, if the 
conception of God were altogether removed from 
the minds of our secular moralists and solemn men 
of this world, wc are quite certain they would 
continue in the main to exhibit the same useful 
virtues, commercial proprieties, or professional in- 
tegrities they now delight to maintain. For the 
production therefore of every eohiparative excellency 
except a s])iritual one, there are inspirations quite 
sutheient, witliout resorting to the grand inspiration 
of a God einhraced by the mind as true, and chosen 
by the will as good. Wordly ad\ancement, plea- 
sure, convenieiice, taste, example, and a resjicet for 
the liarmony and happiness of those relations which 
cannot he relaxed without misery and confusion — 
tliese in theniselvcs are enough to actuate into 
motion and preserve in being, half the morality of 
which our Pharisaic world is so enamoured. But 
the love of God is a distinction in our being of a 
superior cast to anything which nature can beget 
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or sustain. It is altogether from above ; in a word, 
it is the living sacrifice of our will surrendering 
itself unto Him, as at once the heart’s utmost end 
and motive in all things, both for tinn? and for 
eternity. Now such love, according to St. John, 
whose Epistles contain his own experiences, is 
the reply of human faith to the aj)]>eal of a 
Divine manifestation in Christ Jesus. “ Ih^mn 
perceire we the love of God, because He laid down 
his life for us.” ‘‘We love Him uecause he first 
loved us.” The heart then is transformed out of its 
“ carnal enmity” by a spiritual perception of God’s 
love towards mai], as concentred in the Atonement. 
But this perception itself is nothing more than one 
of those acts which betoken the interiial energy of 
Christ, who by His Spirit “ dwclletlf ’ in the 
believer, as at once the spring of all his love and 
“ the hope” of his “glory.” It is thus wc would 
explain wdiat we mean, by asserting that the heart 
is made Love’s by the inhabiting Saviour. We 
deny not, you perceive, that without Christ an 
imaginary God may be loved ; still less do we 
exclude from natural attainment those suavities of 
heart and embellishments of mind, which help to 
irradiate the paths of public honour, or to beautify 
the scenes of domestic virtue and of private worth. 
But what we reiterate is this — a holy God cannot 
be truly loved till an atoning Christ be spiritually 
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known. But when indeed the Holy Ghost does 
unbar the gates of our unbelief and let the King of 
Glory in,” and Christ ascends the throne of the 
inner man, there to legislate with the sceptre of Ilis 
grace over all the central movements of his being, — 
the heart becomes a little heaven of love, and assi- 
milates itself more and more unto its Almighty 
prototype of whom it is said — lie “ is Love.” 

Let us fortify these remarks by fpioting a few 
lines from Baxter and William Law ; botli of whom 
have reasoned profoundly and written most spiri- 
tually concerning the indwelling Christ, wherel)y 
the heart’s enmity” towards God is alone dis- 
solved, and celestial love produced in its place. 
“ The reasons wliy love to God is so great and high 
and necessary a tiling, and so much esteemed above 
other graces are, (1.) It is tlie motion of the soul 
that tendeth to the end : and the end is more excel- 
lent than all the means as such. (2.) The ix)ve, 
OR AViLL, OR HEART, IS THE MAN : wliero tlic heart 
or love is, there the man is : it is the fullest resigna- 
tion of the whole man to God, to love ITiin as God 
or to offer him the heart. God never hath his own 
fully till we love Him. Love is the yrand signifi- 
cant vita! motion of the soul ; such as the heart, or 
will, or love is, such you may boldly call the man.” 

“ The love of God is that spirit, or life of 
moral excellency in all other graces in which their 
acccptableness doth consist, without which they are 
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to God as lifeless carrion is to us.’• ** On the same 
glorious subject Law thus speaks. Love is the 
Christ of God ; wherever it comes, it comes as 
the blessing and happiness of every natural life, as 
the restorer of every lost perfection, a redeemer 
from all evil, a ful filler of all righteousness and a 
peace of God which passeth all understanding. 
Through all the universe nothing is uneasy, unsatis- 
fied, or restless but because it is not governed by 
love.” {Law's ** Spirit of p. 179.) 

. (3.) The will becomes liberty by Christ dwellimy 
within it. The fall of man j)re-eminently con- 
sisted in a dreadful apostacy of his choosing faculty 
from its rightful liord; that is, man desired to 
subject the Divine will to the human, instead of 
subjecting the human will unto the Divine. Now 
by contrast w^e thus reach the essential mystery of 
our redemption, — which is a free surrender of our 
will unto God in all things, and for His sakt^. 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven,” — to 
utter this in prayer the lip is adccjiiate ; but to live this 
in experience is a gift from the Holy Ghost. In what 
does the moral glory of heaven consist but in this, 
— that there all the wills of those finite Intelligences 
who encircle The Throne of God, “ do” llis will 
through the loving subserviency of their own ? If 
therefore on earth the will of God were as really 

• Baxters ‘‘Practical Works; “Christian Ethics.” 

Vol. ii. p. 357, 358. 
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"^done” as it is in heaven, then would heaven in prin- 
cii)lc already he commenced on earth. But if it were 
possible that in heaven the will of God were not 
“done” “ as it is,” — then would heaven be iinhea- 
veidy, and become but a counterpart region to that 
sph(‘rc of rebellion which “ on earth” is now beheld. 
And to })rove how important it is to view tlu^ work 
of redeemiiig gra(!e with a direct refer(uicc to its 
transforming power over Tiin winu, let us remind 
\'ou how 2)roph(‘ey with its mystical voice thus 
represents the mission of Christ centuries before 
the Tuearnation : “ Lo ! I come ; in the volume of 
the book it is written of me, I delight to do tiiy 
w ILL, O my (iod !” (Psalm xl. S.) But who will 
deny, that if the perfection of the Uedeemer as man, 
is founded on the undeviating submission of Ilis 
created will to the {)atcrnal will of God, as First in 
the covi'iiant, — the consummation of our redeemed 
humanity can alone he attained by the like jirocess 
of a will in subjection unto God? In truth wq 
cannot too ol'ten he admonished, that albeit Chris- 
tianity is a Divine remedy which acts by its mer- 
ciful relief upon the cntireness of our being ; yet if 
we are to select any one faculty where the stress of 
its remedial powers is most a])parent, we must point 
to the volitions rather than to the mental powers. 
In other words, Intrulectuad expansion is not 
so much what we rcijuireas mokae eirerty ; and in 
accordance with our human need is the Divine 


C) 
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supply which Christ has bestowed both by His 
Person and in His Principles on mankind. 

But here we touch on what may appear to many 
a paradox in morals : we talk of the liberty of 
our will as enjoyed in its submission ; and how, it 
may be asked, can subjection and freedom be thus 
combined ? For an answer we refer you unto Christ 
as made undkr the law,” and beg you to consider 
the following view of Him in this regard. If the 
Son shall make ye free, ye shall be frke indeed.” 
(John viii. 3(i.) Now this promise implies that 
what Christ undertook to communicate the same 
He personally possessed ; even as an efllect may 
he said virtually to exist in the cause. Our 
blessed Lord then was Himself morally free as 
Mediator, in the highest and holiest sense in 
which freedom can here be understood. But now 
we put the important question, — did the Bedeemer’s 
liberty as man consist in having His human will 
to act apart from the Divine will, in an orbit of 
independency? Or, on the contrary, did it arise 
from a voluntary subjection of Himself in life 
word and deed, to the ordaining will of '‘ ‘riie 
Father?” His own words will at once decide the 
question : “ My meat and drink is to do the will 
of Him that sent me.” But surely that which was 
the strength and nourishment of Christ’s moral 
nature, can never be the weakness and starvation of 
ours? If the perfection of His will who was 

7 
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sinless, were attained by a holy submission of it to 
tiie commanding will of God ; then by analogy th(^ 
perfection of onr will must be reached by a kindred 
process. Thus then what at first appears a contra- 
diction in terms, ])roves to he a secret of grace ; 
namely, that our will is never so free as when it is 
subject to the will of our God. Nor is the reason 
of this very occult. Although our will is finite, 
yet it ever pants and pines after an infinite good ; 
and until it apprehends this — it cannot b(‘ satisfied : 
there is no sabbath for its desires till they ar(‘ 
centred in the all-sufficiency of Jehovah. But 
unless the Spirit renews the quality of the will, by 
absorbing tlie passion for created good out of it 
and inspiring a preference for uncreated good in its 
place, man’s volitions will always t(uid to tlie human 
rather than unto the divine. On the other hand, — 
(dirist in all ” the will as its living spring and 
impulsive law, renders the man whom he thus 
spiritually inhabits, like unto Himself on earth, — 
the first of surjects in one sense and the first of 
Kings in another. 

(1.) By dwelling in the conscience Christ makes 
it serene. It is an interesting fact in the workings 
of our wondrous nature, that in respect to sin con- 
science is the last faculty that yields up the man to 
guilt, and the last which surrenders him to forgive- 
ness also. And this distinction in our faculties is 
grounded upon the legislative priority which apper- 

o 2 
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tains to Immaii nature, contemplated as a responsible 
constitution. Its office plainly is to preside, and to 
empower ; and as such it generally holds out to tlie 
cud, so that the sinner is compelled almost to 
commit violence on his own nature, before he can 
sometimes give the rein to lawless passion and to 
pollution. But when man has forced aside this secret 
and stubborn reprover, and fairly entered into the 
dark region of forbidden appetites and pra(‘tices, 
and is there plied with the j)lcading offers of a free 
pardon through a crucified Saviour, — conscience 
again comes into force and refuses to surrender its 
(ilaim. This magisterial faculty is the jealous guar- 
dian of Law, and knows not a syllable, and has not 
a sense, of the Gospel. And it is here we are 
reminded of an interesting movement in the history 
of a soul, on its way back through the blood of 
(fiirist towards a holy God. lie cannot by any 
force of nature harimndze into si)iritual concord 
law, conscience, and Gospel. Aj)art, each is to the* 
awakened transgressors an intelligible thing, but 
when they arc all combined, they transcend his 
natural power to comprehend. AVere there notliing 
but law, — this he could understand, for then lu^ 
must be absolutely condemned : were there naught 
but conscience, — this likewise he can explain, tor 
it pronounces him guilty : and lastly, were nothing 
but Gospel set before him,— an absolute pardon 
would thus be a comprehensible process. But in 
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i\\v ({ottviwQ; i)jL Jnstijicatioi} bij faiths or a sinners 
being accounted just before God by the imputed 
Righteousness of Christ, — law conscience and 
(h)spel do find every claim satisfied, every accusa- 
tion liushed, and every mercy secured. Rut a 
SPIRITUAL DiscovKRY of this to tlic soul of a 
sinner, is as much lioyond the mere action ot 
carnal reason, or legal dread, — as the changing 
of the will, or the renewal of his heart into the 
image of God. Christ and Christ alone, by tin* 
ex])ress act of his interfering grace, can so 
sprinkle conscience with His own cleansing blood, 
as to satisfy it, that all which law demands, that 
Ilis looe hath Then a holy peace and a 

pure serenity begin to steal over the heart of the 
sinner ; God is not compromised, and therefore 
that facidty which most represents His judicial 
claims over man, — is not alarmed into unrest. 
Indeed, such is the almighty elocpicnce of the 
llcdeemer’s blood, that conscience gradually be- 
comes dumb before it. Thus Christ makes the 
conscience all tranquillity ; and charms into silenct* 
a cry, which otherwise would have rung its terrible 
demand into the car of the undone transgressor for 
ever --“Ray me that thou owest.” (Matt, xviii. 28.) 
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Section Fifth. 

ON CHRIST IN ALL’’ the conditions of the 
church’s glory. 

Hitherto, our contemplations of the divine Jesus 
have been principally confined to Ilis official works 
and ways towards His saints here on earth, — “ in 
whom ye also are biiilded together for an habita- 
tion OF God, through the Spirit”* (Ephes. ii. 2.‘1) : 
but this closing section leads our thoughts towards 
a loftier vision, even unto a glimpse of that temple 
in heaven,’’ wliere for ever is offered up a litany 
which “ ear hath not heard,” and where is carried 
on a worship which “ eye hath not seen.” (ffirist, 
we learn from the Epistle to the Hebrews, is “a 
minister of the sanctuary, and of the True Taber- 
nacle.” (Ileb. viii. 2.) Now, what and where is 
the sanctuary to which this allusion is made ? Of 
course there is a sense in which the Human Body 
of (’hrist, as conceived by the Holy Gliost in the 
womb of the Virgin, was indeed a True Tabcrnficle 
in which Divinity was awfully enshrined. (See 
John i. 14.) But, as Christ can hardly be said 
with propriety to be “ a minister” in the sanc- 
tuary” of His own humanity, we arc bound to look 
for another interpretation of the terms, Sanctuary,” 
or “ True Tabernacle,” as here used by St. Paul. 
And wc feel morally certain, that as the entire 
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("hurcli or mystical Body of Christ is constantly 
described in the Epistles as a temple,” which 
(/hrist inhabits by His indwelling Spirit, — so in 
this passage, by calling Christ a “ minister of the 
sanctuary” the apostle alludes to Christ, as still 
exercising liturgical offices in His Church, But 
let us be understood, when we speak of the 
Redeemer’s ministry in TIis (Church. By a re- 
ference to the ^evitieal ritual we find that the 
Taberiifaclc, which God there consecrated with His 
figurative Presence, was divided into two depart- 
ments ; the one was an outer dicision^ where sub- 
ordinate priests performed their sacerdotal rites ; 
the other was an inner shrine^ whither on the 
grand day of Atonement the High Priest went 
ALONE. But remember the tabernacle was still 
one. Now we cannot question, that the Judaic 
Sanctuary was a typical image of the ("hristian 
Temple*, and accordingly the Evangelic Church 
does respond to its Jewish ty])e : consisting, as we 
p rceive, of two parts, one here on earth, where 
a subordinate ministry of men is enacted ; and the 
other in heaven above, — ^wherc the great High 
Priest of our profession” (Heb. iii. 1) abides for 
ever after the order of Mclchisedec.” 

It is then unto this celestial temple, where the 
worshippers of the Lamb celebrate the Lord God 
Almighty with liturgical anthems of j)raise and 
rapture ; even unto that " General Assembly and 
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Church of the First born,” we iio^v direct your 
final {ittcntion, when we assert, “ Christ is in All 
tlie conditions of the Church’s glory.” We say 
coiuHtioiiSy" because there will conic a period in 
the soul’s dcsiiny, when the term conditidii” will 
he too narrow to interpret its state of mysterious 
exaltation. But the question here naturally arises, 
if Christ he thus casually ‘‘ in all ” the glories 
and felicities of elect spirits justified and made 
perfect, — under what definite aspect is the Re- 
deemer, Hi this respect, to be contemplated I As 
Tie is, so must tlie glorified members of llis body 
in whom lie now dwells, after a similitude also 
be. Three views, %ve presume, may be taken of 
the Redeemer in Ilis present state of Exaltation. 
(1.) lie may be regarded as to tiiu clory of II is 
Human Nature, peculiar unto Himself, or as 
purtici[)ated by His Church. (2.) Or, we may 
meditate on Him, in His Mediatorial Exaj.ta- 
TiON. (3.) Or, we can behold Him, in the Dis- 
charge OF Ills Sacerdotal Functions. But 
seeing that when the apostle alludes to the s.^ate 
of the disembodied saints, he encloses the entire 
mystery of their condition, in these words, ‘‘ iVbsent 
from the body, if ivlth the Lord;'* and con- 
necting with this the revealed fact that, the Lord is 
yet exercising His Priesthood in a sanctuary ” 
above, — we conclude that the saints arc now de- 
riving their beatitude from Christ in the third 
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aspect of Him, wliich wc have here named. And 
assuredly to sinful men, who yet carry about with 
them an encompassijig “ body of sin” and inlirmity, 
there arc dazzling heights of doctrine in this sub- 
ject, u^ii which few eyes are sufHciently purified to 
gaze ; and also de{)ths of mystery connected with it, 
concerning wliich few minds are sjiiritual enough to 
speak. Instead therefore of trusting our own feeble 
conceptions on (fijrist ” as “ in All the con- 
ditions of the Cliurcli’s intermediate state of glory, 
wc shall present you with a long but precious 
extract from a venerable man of God, who while 
on earth in fact, may often have been said to be 
ill heaven by faith! — with such a mind did the 
Divine Spirit appear to form him, as to those 
saiictitudes and splendours which relate to the 
“ True Tabernacle’’ above. 

llefore, however, wc transcribe these heavenly 
meditations, it may be well to preface them by a 
remark on the Humanity of Christ in Heaven. 
Allow us then in a free but not oftended spirit, 
to ryject as unjust, because unmerited, some accu- 
sations which hasty writers have brought against 
us, for certain expressions which apjiear in the 
“ Gospel Before the Aoe,” and in certain 
Re elective Discou uses,” on the Man hood of the 
Lord Jesus. In more than one case, the epithet 
irreverent” has been applied to them. And 
why 'I Not because we ever approached that 
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heresy of hideous consequence, whieli would 
ascribe si/ffithiess to the nature of Christ ; but 
because we have alluded to the mind of Jesus in 
terms which bespeak jwesent limitation with a 
capacity of future expansion. Now we pro^t most 
boldly against such language being “ irreverent,” 
or unsound.” For unless the Humanity of Christ, 
considered as distinct in its attributes from Ilis 
Divinity, be described by terms which signify its 
FINITE REALITY, — wc maintain that it is no humanity 
at all. Christ was not really more God, than he 
was actually man ; and what lie was on earth, 
as a Sacrificing Priest before Ilis ascension, 
that wc believe Him to be, in Personal Essence, 
now He is an Interceding Priest, in heaven. In 
a word. He is an Immanuel, the ineffable God- 
man. Hence we humbly conceive the “ irreve- 
rence” belongs unto those views in a perplexed 
theology, which approach a Sahellian confusion of 
the two Natures, by speaking sometimes so exclu- 
sively of His Divine Nature, as to absorb the 
Human ; and at others, so exclusively of Jlis 
Human, as to absorb the Divine. The Athanasian 
Creed we have ever considered to be the noblest 
form in which Evangelical orthodoxy can speak 
(next to Scripture) on the august mystery of 
Messiah’s Person, God of the surstance of 
His Father, begotten before the worlds: and man 
of the substance of Ills Mother, born in the 
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world. Perfect God, and Perfect Man, of a 
reasonnhle soul and liiiman flesh subsisting.” Such 
was Christ on earth in His humiliation ; and to 
imagine Him essentially transformed now he 
is exalted above, — is not to reverence the glorij 
of His person, but rather to annul the reality 
of it, as Immanuel, The Divine Man. Pro- 
foundly indeed does a meditative theologian thus 
speak of the unchanged Manhood of Christ in 
heaven. “ All perfections whereof human nature 
is capable, abiding what it was, in both the essentijil 
parts of it, soul and body, do belong unto the Lord 
Christ in his glorijied state. To ascribe unto it 
what is inconsistent with its essence, is not an 
assignation of glory unto its state and condition, 
hut a destruction of its being. To affix unto the 
human nature Divine j)ropcrties, as uhiguitg or 
immensity, is to deprive it of its own. The essence 
of His body is no more changed than that of His 
soul. It is a fundamental article of faith that he 
is in the same body in heaven, wherein he con- 
vers^ed here on earth, as well as the faculties of 
the rational soul arc continued the same in Him.” 

But let us now present you with the fine extract 
to which a reference was made, and which contains 
some beautiful thoughts and elevated conceptions 
touching Christ, as the central Life who is ‘‘in 
All ” the conditions of that beatific glory which 
the Church in heaven is presumed to realize. 
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(1.) Heaven itself is a temple, a sanctuary, 
made so by the especial presence of God, and the 
ministration of Christ in the tviiernacle of his 
human nature, 

“ (2.) God is on the throne of grace ; gloriously 
exalted on the account of his grace, and for the 
dispensation of it. To the saints above he is on 
the throne of grace, in that they arc in the full 
enjoyment of the effects of liis grace, and do give 
glory unto him on the account thereof. He is so 
also with respect unto the Church here below, in 
the continual communications of grace and mercy 
through Christ. 

(3,) Tlie Lord Christ in his human nature is 
before the throne, acting his mediatory office and 
power in behalf of the Church. 

“ (4.) A\] the holy angels, in the various orders 
and degrees of their ministration, arc about the 
throne continually. So 

“(5.) Are the spirits of just men made perfevf, 
in the various measures of light and glory. And 
these things were obscurely represented in .the 
order of the Church at its first erection in the 
wilderness ; for the ordinances of God among them 
were patterns or figures of heaeenhj thinys. (Heb. 
ix. 23.) (1 .) In the midst was the tabernacle or 

sanctuary, which represented the sanctuary or 
temple above. (2.) In tlie most holy j)lace, were 
the ark and mercy-seat, representatives of the 
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throne of grace. (3.) The ministry of the hiyh- 
priest, a type of the ministry of Christ. (4.) The 
Levites wlio attended on the priest did represent the 
ministry of angels, attending on Clirist in the dis- 
charge of his oiiice. And (5.) round about them 
were the tribes in their order. 

2. In the full clear apprehensions which all 
the blessed ones have of the glory of God in 
Christ, of the work and effects of his wisdom 
and grace towards mankind. These are the foun- 
dation of all divine worship. And because our 
conc(‘ptions and apprehensions about them, are 
dark, low, obscure, and inevident, our worship is 
weak and imperfect also. But all is open unto 
the saints above. We are in the dust, the blood, 
the iiois(‘ of the battle ; they arc victoriously at 
})eace, and have a perfect vknv of what they have 
])assed through, and what they have attained unto. 
TIkt are come to the sprlnys of life and liylit^ 
and are filled with admiration of the grace of 
God ill themselves and one another. What they 
see ill (h)d, and in Jesus (Christ, what they have 
exiierience of in themselves, what they know find 
learn from others, are all of them inconceivable 
and inex[)ressible. It is well for us, if we have 
so mueli ex])ericnce of these things, as to see a 
real glory in the fulness and perfection of them. 
The a])prehensions by sight without mixture of 
unsteadiness or darkness, without the alloy of 
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fears or tem})tations, with an ineffable sense of 
the things themselves on their hearts or minds, 
are the springs or motives of the holy worship 
which is in heaven. 

3. In the glorious manner of the performance 
of it. Now whereas it arlseth from sifjht and 
present enjoyment, it must consist in a continual 
ascription of glory and praise unto God ; and so 
it is described in the Scripture. (Sec Rev. iv. D, 1 0, 
11, with Isa. vi. .‘3.) And how little a portion of 
the glory of these things is it, that we can 
apprehend ? 

“ 3dly. In this solemn assembly before the throne* 
of Grace, the Lord Jesus Chrisii^\\e great High- 
priest, doth represent and render acce{)table unto 
God, the ivorship of the Church here below. So it 
is expressed, Rev. viii. ,‘3, 4, ‘ And an angel came 
and stood at the altar, having a golden censer, and 
there was given unto him much incense, that he 
should offer it with the prayers of all saints upon 
the golden .altar which was before the throne ; 
and the smoke of the incense which came 
with the j)r.avers of the saints, ascended uj) unto 
God out of the angel’s hand.’ It is a represent.a- 
tion of the high-})riest burning incense on the 
golden altar on the day of atonement, when he 
entered into the most holy place. For that alt.ir 
was placed just at the entrance of it, directly 
before the ark and mercy-seat, representing the 
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throne of God. This angel therefore is our 
TIigh-priost ; none else could approach that altar, 
or offer incense on it, the smoke whereof was to 
enter into the holy place. And the prayers of all 
saints is a synechdovhical expression of the whole 
worship of the Church. And this is presented 
before the throne of God by this lligh-pricst. 
And it is not said that their prayers came unto 
the throne of God, hut the smoke of Ike incense out 
of the hand of the angel did so. For it is the 
incense of the intercession of Christ alone that 
gives them their acceptance witli God. Without 
this, none of our prayers, praises, or thanks- 
givings, would ever have access into the presence 
of God, or unto the throne of grace. Blessed 
be God for this relief, under the consideration of 
the weakness and imperfection of them. Where- 
fore in him and by him alone, do we })resent all 
our desires, and prayers, and whole worship to 
God. And herein, in all our worship, do we our- 
selves enter into the most holy place, (lleh. x. 9.) 
W c do it not merely by faith, hut by this especial 
exemse of it, in putting our prayers into the hand 
of this Iligh-priest. 

‘‘ There are three things in all our worship that 
would hinder its access unto God, and acceptance 
with him, as also keep off comfort and })eace from 
our consciences. The frst is, The sin or iniquity 
that cleaves unto it ; Secondly^ The weakness or 
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imperfection that at best is in it ; and, Thirdty, Tlic‘ 
iimvorthiiioss of the persons by whom it is per- 
formed. \Vith reference unto tliese things tlie law 
could never consummate or perfect the consciences 
of them that came unto God by the sacrifices oi’ 
it. But tliere are three things in the sacerdotal 
ministration of (dirist that removes and takes 
tliem all away, whereon we have ac{‘ess with 
boldness unto God. And they are, (1.) The 
inftnence of his ohJation. (2.) The efficacy of his 
intercession ; and, (d.) The diyniiy of his Person. 
Through the first <)f these he bears and takes 
away all tjie iniquity of onr holy things ; as 
Aaron did typically of old, by virtue of the plate of 
gold, with the name of God, (a figure of Christ,) 
on his forehead. (Exod. xwiii. 30, 3/, 3S.) He 
hath made atonement for them in the blood of 
his oblation, and they appear not in the ])resencc 
of (jlod. Through the second, or the efficacy 
of his intercession, he gives acceptance unto om* 
prayers and lioly worship with power and pre- 
valency before God. For this is that incense 
w'hose smoke or sweet perfume comes uj) with 
the prayers of all saints unto the throne of God. 
Through the third, or the dignity of his person, 
wherein he appears as the representative of his whole 
mystical body, he takes away from our consciences 
that sense of onr own vileness and nnwor- 
thincss, which would not suffer us to approach 
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with boldness unto the throne of grace. In these 
things consist the life of the worship of the Church, 
of all believers, without which, as it would not be 
acceptable unto God, so we could have neither 
peace nor consolation in it ourselves. 

4thly. Herein hath the Church that is tri- 
umphant, communion with that which is yet militant. 
The assembly above have not lost their concern- 
ment in the Church here below. As we rejoice in 
their glory, safety, and happiness that having 
passed through the storms and tempests, the 
temptations, sufferings, and dangers of this life and 
world, as they are harboured in eternal glory unto the 
praise of God in Christ ; so are they full of affec- 
tions towards their brtthren exercised with the 
same temptations, difficulties, and dangers which 
they have passed through, with earnest desires for 
their deliverance and safety. Wherefore when they 
behold the Lord Jesus Christ, as the great High- 
priest over the house of God, presenting their 
i^raycrs, with all their holy worship unto him, ren- 
dering them acceptable by the incense of his own 
intercession, it fills them with satisfaction, and con- 
tinually excites them unto the assignation of praise 
and glory and honour unto him. This is the state 
of the saints above with respect unto the Church 
here below. This is all which may be herein 
ascribed unto them, and this may safely be so. 
What some have fancied about their own personal 

V 
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intercession^ and that for particular persons, is 
derogatory unto the honour of Jesus Christ, and 
inconsistent with their present condition. But in 
these things consist their communion with the 
Church here below. A love they have unto it, 
from their union with it in the same mystical body. 
(Ephes. i. 10.) A sense they have of its condition 
from the experience they had of it in the days of 
their flesh. A great concernment they have for the 
glory of God in them, and a fervent desire of their 
eternal salvation. They know that without them 
they shall not be absolutely consummate or made 
perfect in their whole persons. (Rev. vi. 11.) In 
this state of things they continually behold the Lord 
Jesus Christ, presenting their prayers before the 
throne of grace, making intercession for them, 
appearing to plead their cause against all their ad- 
versaries, transacting all their affairs in the presence 
of God, taking care of their salvation that not one 
of them shall perish. This continually fills them 
with an holy satisfaction and complacency, and is a 
great part of the subject matter of their incescant 
praises and ascriptions of glory unto him. Herein 
lies the concernment of the Church above in that 
here below ; this is the communion that is between 
them, whereof the person of Christ in the discharge 
of his office is the bond and centre. 

5thly. There is herein a full manifestation made 
of the wisdom of God, in all the holy institutions of 
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the tabernacle and temple of old. Herein the vail 
is fully taken off from them, and that obscure re- 
presentation of heavenly things is brought forth 
unto light and glory. It is true this is done unto a 
great degree in the dispensation of the Gospel. By 
the coming of Christ in the flesh, and the discharge 
of his mediatory office in this world, the substance 
of what they did prefigure is accomplished. And 
in the revelations of the Gospel, the nature and end 
of them is declared. Ilowheit they extended their 
signification also unto things within the mily or the 
discharge of the priestly office of Christ in the 
heavenly sanctuary, (Heb. ix. 24.) Wherefore as 
we have not yet a perfection of light to understand 
the depth of the mysteries contained in them; so 
themselves also were not absolutely fulfilled until the 
Lord Christ discharged his office in the holy 'place. 
This is the glory of the pattern which God showed 
unto Moses in the mount, made conspicuous and evi- 
dent unto all. Therein especially do the saints of the 
Old Testament who were exercised all their days in 
tho^e typical institutionSy whose end and design they 
could not comprehend ; see the manifold wisdom and 
goodness of God in them ally rejoicing in them for 
evermore, 

‘‘ Gthly. All that the Lord Christ receives of the 
Father on the account of this holy interposition and 
mediation for the Church, he is endowed with 
sovereign authority and almighty power in himself 

p 2 



212 


CHRIST OUR ALL IN ALL. 


to execute and accomplish. Therefore is he said, 
as a priest, to be made higher than the heave^is, and 
as a priest to sit doimi at the right hand of the 
Majesty on high, (Ileb. viii. 2.) This glorious 
power doth not immediately belong unto him on the 
account of his sacerdotal office, but it is that quali- 
fication of his person which is necessary unto the 
effectual discharge of it. Hence it is said of him, 
that he should ‘ bear the glory, and sit and rule 
upon his throne, and should he a priest upon his 
throne.’ (Zech. vi. 13.) A throne is insigne 
regimuy and properly belongs unto Christ with 
respect unto his kingly office. (ITeb. i. 8, 9.) 
Howbeit the power accompanying and belonging 
unto his throne being necessary unto the effectual 
discharge of his priestly office, as he sits and rules 
on his throne, so it is said that he is a priest on his 
throne also. 

“ This is one instance of the present state of 
Christ in heaven, and of the work which he doth 
there perform, and the only instance I shall insist 
upon. He was made a priest after the power of^, an 
endless life^ the life which he now leads in heaven 
and lives for ever to make intercession for us. He 
was dead, but is alive, and lives for evermore, and 
hath the keys of hell and death, all power over the 
enemies of the Church. God on the throne of grace : 
Christ, the High-priest, so on his right hand in 
glory and power, as yet to be before the throne in 
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the virtue of his sacerdotal office, with the holy 
concernment of the Church on his hand, transacting 
all things with God for them : all the holy anyels 
and the spirits of just men made perfect encompass- 
ing the throne with continual praises unto God, even 
the Father and Him, on the accounn of the work 
of infinite wisdom, goodness, and grace in his incar- 
nation, mediation, and salvation of the Church 
thereby ; himself continuing to manage the cause of 
the whole Church before God, presenting all their 
prayers and services unto him, perfumed with his 
own intercession, is that resemblance of heaven 
and its present glory which the Scripture offers 
unto us.’’ 



PAKT IV. 


INFERENCES FROM THE WHOLE SUBJECT, BEAR- 
ING ON RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE, CONDUCT, 

AND CHARACTER. 

In the formal division of our entire theme, it 
will be remembered we said, that our textual duty 
appeared to be thus put before us : viz., we had 

1. A Mysterious Person to Contemplate 

Christ”). 

2. A Vast Assertion to Vindicate is 
All”). 

3. A Spiritual Economy to Illustrate (and 

in All”). 

And ill harmony with our design, we have en- 
deavoured to lead you through these three divisions. 
It now therefore only remains for us to append to 
the practical conclusion already reduced from the 
subject, — a few parting inferences, which in their 
blended spirit will apply to Experience, Conduct, 
and Character. 

1. If “Christ” be “ All in All,”— /Zoi/; distant 
is the doctrine of the Gospel from the philosophy 
of the world! When for instance we avert our 
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attention from the sublime and solemn truths which 
our text inculcates, and observe the prevailing bias 
of the times, — does not the practice of the world 
virtually j)ronouncc that Christ is nothing, and 
itself the All ? Alas ! although “ The things which 
are seen, are temporal,’* yet they are seen, and there 
lies their disastrous power over the feelings and 
fancies of fallen creatures. And in like manner, 
albeit the things which are not seen, are eternal,” 
yet they are not seen, and there lies the explana- 
nation of their little ascendancy over the minds and 
consciences of men. Worldlings are Epicureans in 
principle ; and the carnal language of their corrupt 
lives amounts to this — Let us fill ourselves with 
costly wine and ointments ; let us crown ourselves 
with roses ; for this is our portion, and our lot is 
this.” (Wisdom ii. 7, 8.) Our sinful hearts 
gravitate with a fatal desire towards the earthly, 
the finite, and the transient ; and thus apart from 
grace, w^e have no sympathy whatever with the 
Holiness of God, the merit of Christ, the mercy 
of the Spirit, the pity of angels, the love of saints, 
ancl the life of the just made perfect above. For 
this, and all which is heavenly, spiritual and 
divine, this heartless and christless world of ours 
is out of tune. We are the fools of time, the 
victims of sense, and the wretched suicides of our 
own blood-purchascd immortality. Christ is 
All!” Who would ever come to this conclusion, 
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that studied moral proportion by confining his 
regards to what is passing in the busy scenery of 
visible life around him ? Intellectual Pursuits, 
Sensual enjoyments. Social Pleasures, Commercial 
Speculations, Ambitious Projects, and Political 
Schemes, — surely these appear to be the all in 
all” of the majority of mankind. In vain does 
the Spirit plead against this horrible delusion, 
and though reason, conscience, and hopes and 
fears, perpetually tell men that God is greater 
than man, eternity more important than time, and 
a gained world with all its transient glories but 
a poor return for a lost heaven with its abiding 
pleasures at God’s right hand for ever more,” — 
His voice is resisted ; the secret witnesses of Ilis 
love drowned amid the riot of passion and the 
rush of evil desires ; and thus it is, that Satan 
triumphs over myriads ; and causes that religion 
which is the voice of God, to appear like the 
feeble cry of a foolish enthusiasm, when it says, — 
“ Christ,” and nothing else within the compass of 
human idea, to imagine — ^is man’s All in All.” 
And yet, although few perhaps will dare to un- 
mask their souls in a severe confession, how 
often in the hour of dejection, when sickness 
palsies our frame, when the senses arc too blunted 
to receive their wonted gratification, and above all, 
when the grave opens its gloomy depth before 
imagination’s prophetic eye, — how often then is 
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the big world reduced into a dwarfish insignifi- 
cancy ! Be this as it may — “ the hour is corning” 
when the vast truth that Christ is all in All,” 
will be stamped by an everlasting seal of irre- 
sistible confirmation ! For what will the bright 
eternity of the blest prove, but a beatifical illus- 
tration in heaven of its meaning ? And w‘hat will 
the gnawing worm of the undone be found, but the 
pang of conscience in hell, paying remorseful homage 
to the same majestic theology ? 

2. If “ Christ” be ‘‘ all in All,” then thk Person 
of the Redeemer cannot be regarded with too much 
reverence, adoration, and love. For observe, we 
entreat you, not only in this text, but indeed 
throughout all his epistles, how studiously St. Paul 
keeps the mind and heart of the Chureh close to 
Christ in Ills Person, as distinguished from Ilis 
doctrine. And why is this distinction necessary? 
Because there is an abiding tendency in the im- 
perfect nature of our religious worship and spiritual 
experience, to substitute a written 'preached or 
sacramental Christ, for that Living, Personal, 
Essential God-man, who is alone the Life and Light 
and Salvation of our souls. It is not, remember, 
that doctrines, sermons, sacraments, ordinances, and 
institutes are to be undervalued or neglected : but 
what we are to guard against is this, — our Chris- 
tianity is not our Christ : nor is our entire Religion 
anything more than an instrumental means ap- 
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pointed by God, for securing a predestinated End, — 
even our communion with a tripersonal God- 
head for ever. Nor let us imagine such a warning 
to be needless in these days of evangelic illumina- 
tion. For to say nothing of the Socinian heresy, 
the Sabellian and Nestorian views which abound, 
nor of that secret prevalence of Rationalism which 
an appetite for German literature has promoted, — 
w'e venture to assert that in tlie very centre of 
the so-called ‘‘ orthodox” communities, abstract 
DOCTRINES are idolized, instead of a Personal 
Redeemer being adored. If this were not Mie 
case, we should hear more of God the Elector, 
Christ the Justifier, and the Holy Ghost as the 
Sanctifier ; and an articled theology of mere 
terms i such as Election, Justification, and Sancti- 
fication, would not be quite so popular as it now 
appears to be. Never then can we all be plied too 
earnestly with this distinction between Christ Per- 
sonal and Christ Doctrinal : it is by uniting our 
whole spiritualized being unto the former, and not by 
a mere connexion of our intellect with the latter, that 
we are “made meet” for an “inheritance of the 
saints in light.” (Coloss.) 

3. Since “ Christ is all and in All.” — True 
religion consists in a Holy Life, a^ well as in a 
Justified condition. Even as Justification by 
faith has been termed by that man of the lion- 
heart and lofty soul, Martin Luther, “ The article 
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of a standing or falling Church,” — we may think 
that sanctification in faith is the article of a 
standing or falling Christian. “ Without holiness^ 
no man can see the Lord.” This is the prime 
element, the essential law, the great spiritual 
requirement, in our meetness for a future 
glory. To holiness God hath elected a Church ; 
for holiness Christ hath redeemed a Church ; and 
in holiness the Spirit prepares the Church : he 
therefore that woidd desire heaven’s locality without 
being conformed to heaven’s character, must seek for 
a heavenly state where neither God, nor Christ, 
nor the Spirit are to be found. Let us pray, then, 
not only that we dwell in Christ by faith for our 
justified state, but that He also inhabit ns as the 
‘‘ All ” of our sanctified nature. It is one thing for 
man to escape the penalty of a legal curse which 
condemns the sinner to a hideous doom, and it is 
another to be conformed by holy principles for an 
eternal companionship with a holy God. Where- 
fore he that hath the Son hath life.” (John.) 
Life, mark, as distinguished from doctrinal accom- 
plishment ^ historic faith, or intellectual perception in 
the mysteries of revelation. All these may, and 
do, exist apart from a vital sensation of the Trinity in 
the heart ; a living, quickening, and sanctifying 
presence of God reconciled, felt within the moral 
centre of the inner man. And yet without such 
an indwelling of the Divine Spirit, can it ever be 
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said, we have the Son ” as our precious ‘‘ All in 
All r 

4. As Christ is All and in All,” self-conceit 
in the sjriritual character is htrehy condemned, 
“Not I, but the grace of God,” was the corrective 
language used by St. Paul himself, when on one 
occasion he appeared to rest with a transient com- 
placency rather on what he teas than on what Christ 
gave. And so it must be with those who desire 
to progress in the walk of faith, the wisdom of 
God, and the life of heaven. And yet it must be 
candidly admitted, there is a secret touch of the 
Pharisaic leaven sometimes fermenting in the depths 
of a believer’s spirit. He, too, is often tempted to 
become self-enamoured; to contemplate himself 
with a lull of satisfaction, and occasionally to gaze 
with such content into the mirror of his derived 
graces, as to half mistake them for original 
acquirements. But nothing is more perilous than 
too much self* contemplation to the Christian; the 
subjective life we know must be regarded, but 
assuredly the objective law ought to be pre- 
eminently studied in our imitation of Christ, fhc 
more then we realize to our conscience the glorious 
truth, “ Christ is all,” — the less shall we be inclined 
to fall in love with our spiritual beauty, or to 
admire our own religious attainments. As indeed 
the work of sanctification progresses upward, 
towards higher and holier degrees of approximation 
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unto the holy Jesus, the Christian will not only 
know in the letter, but prove in the life, that 

Christ” and none but “ Christ is all,” in what- 
soever renders him a child of grace on earth, and pre- 
pares him to become an inheritor of glory in heaven. 
Is he profoundly versed in the great mysteries of 
redeeming love ? Christ ** is All ” in his expanded 
mind. Is he experimentally skilled in the know- 
ledge of Sin and the Law? Christ “ is All” in his 
purified heart. Or, is he blest with abundant peace 
and fellowship with the Father ? Christ is All ” 
in this serenity of an assured conscience. Thus in 
root and branch, in principle and in life, whatever 
be the majesty of his gifts or the loveliness of his 
graces, the poison of self-applause is extracted out of 
him, and he desires to feel that not he, but Christ 
is all in All.” 

5. Since ‘‘Christ” is declared to be All in 
All,” it follows that great humility is the touchstone 
of genuine spirituality, A Christian is the highest 
wild holiest form in which humanity on earth can be 
developed. There is that about his principles, 
motives, and perceptions, which elevates him far 
above and beyond what mental culture, philosophic 
expansion, or social embellishment can produce ; for 
under' all these there is nothing but the fallen 
nature still at work, with a veil of beautiful 
concealment thrown over its grosser manifes- 
tations. But Christ purifies the very life-springs 
10 
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of the soul ; a new creature” arises into action 
under His transforming Spirit ; and thus there is 
more of heaven in a single believer than in all the 
rest of the unconverted world beside. Ihit whence 
cometh this vast superiority between a s})iritual and 
a natural man, save from Him who is the “ All in 
All” of this sublime and superhuman distinction? 
Hence, the more a man of faith ascends towards 
“ the stature” of Christ, the lower he descends in the 
estimation of himself. And the reason is obvious ; 
grace is a divine obligation incurred by the believer 
towards his redeeming Lord ; and the more richly 
the former is imparted, the more profoundly the 
latter must be experienced ; and what moral effect 
responds to this obligation, but humility from the 
ground of the heart ? We may then conceive a 
sun without his beams, a year without its spring, 
or a creation without its atmosphere ; but we cannot 
imagine a real Christian who is not a humble man. 
His opulence in Christ serves but to remind him of 
his poverty out of Christ ; and whatever may be 
his triumphs over self and sin, he knows Jhat 
every victory which the heart achieves only deepens 
an everlasting debt of gratitude unto his All 
in Alir 

6. Because ‘‘Christ” is not only “All,*' but 
also “ in all^^ — those magnetic sympathies which 
attract believers towards one another in all parts of 
the world are capable of being explained. 
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Amid circumstantial varieties in the divine life 
which Christians possess, there is a fundamental 
unity ; and this unity is itself based on that foun- 
dation of apostles and prophets,” of which Jesus 
Christ is the ‘‘ chief Corner-stone.” Travel there- 
fore, as they often do, on errands of missionary zeal 
to the extremities of the earth, the pilgrims of the 
Cross find themselves instinctively acquainted with 
all those who, like themselves, own Christ to be 
“ all in all.” What though they have never seen 
each other before in the flesh ; are utterly unlike 
ill social customs and domestic habits; and have 
perhaps passed through circumstances and trials 
of a distinct or contrasted nature, — yet have they 
all drank of that Rock which followed them, 
and that Rock is Christ.” Thus they do, as it 
were, need no introduction ; as soon as they can 
interpret their mutual language, their hearts com- 
mingle at once in a blessed ardour of love and 
sympathy ; and when they proceed to pray together 
aiiv’ chant the praises of the Lamb, their voices 
chime with such a spiritual concord, you might 
almost dream they had been rocked in the same 
cradle, reared in the same home, and had wor- 
shipped in the same earthly temjile. Such is the 
instinctive fellowship which the faithful enjoy when 
tjjey meet, though never till now have they gazed 
on each other’s forms: and all this religious 
harmony of soul and sentiment between strangers. 
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is derived from their common participation in that 
great Uniter of believing hearts, — Christ the all 
in all.'* 

7. Christ being our All in All,” — of how siib- 
lime a privilege are they deprived who do not per- 
sonally experience the power of this truth ! Let us 
endeavour to illustrate this remark by a reference 
to analogy. Are wc not then much indebted to the 
principle of association, for some of the finest 
emotions and purest feelings which awaken the 
heart ? In the achievements of literature, the crea- 
tions of art, and the triumphs of science, much of 
vivid inspiration has been derived from this law of 
association. And when we revert to the pursuits of 
sentiment and taste, and the myriad fascinations of 
domestic intercourse, we still discover the same 
influence in pervading operation. Now in perfect 
analogy with this principle of association, are many 
of the divinest gratifications which the Christian 
can enjoy on earth, brought into connexion with his 
spirit. Others, for instance, beside the believer, 
may gaze on the eloquent scenery of earth, ^sea 
and sky, mountain, forest, lake and meadow, — but 
who save the disciple can associate with this land- 
scape of living beauty and varied grace, the remem- 
brance of Him who in nature as well as grace is 
x\ll in All.” And thus in the profuse gifts 
which providential mercy scatters around tRe 
hearts and homes of the evil and the good,” as to 
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material form, both the faithful and the faithless 
often partake in identical bounties, — hut oli ! how 
different the moral zest with which they severally 
enjoy their common favours ! The latter forget the 
Giver in the gift ; while the former realize the 
merit and mercy of Christ as the fountain- source 
from whence flow all he has in time, and all he 
hopes for in eternity. And can it he doubted that, 
tliis blessed habit of associating Christ in heaven 
with all the blended experiences of onr being 
on earth, must add beauty to the beautiful, pleasure 
to the pleasurable, and sublimity to what is sub- 
lime? Can it be questioned that, all the poetry of 
Nature’s charms and all the inspirations of Provi- 
dence’s gifts, arc enriched and heightened to an 
immeasurable degree, when those who survey the 
one or enjoy the other, connect with them tJie ilfjunj 
love of Him who is their proca ring “ All in All?” 
If when we visit some green retirement or meditate 
along rustic solitudes, the memory of those who 
()nc< were our cornf)anions there, deej)eus the })lea- 
sur(i we cxj)erience : or if when we bend o^er a 
favourite book, or listen to some high s(>iig of the 
soul, the dew of emotion moistens the eye when the 
friends and forms of other days are revived ; — how 
much more must the innermost pulsations of our 
spiritual being be excited, when we associate with 
all j)lace, time, scene, and circumstance, a solemn 
recollection of that dear Lord who is at once the 


a 
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Air' of our temporal grace, and the “ All ” of our 
eternal glory ? 

8. Spiritual communion between the living and the 
departed saints rests upon the blessed fact, that 
(.'hrist is “ All and in All.” To understand this, 
we must remember that as long as the members of 
tlie Cliurch militant are in the llesh, (yhrist is the 
one Head under whom they are all incorporated into 
a mystical Unity. By one God are they called ; by 
one Redeemer are they justified ; by one Spirit are 
they sanctified ; the same Eucharist nourishes their 
souls, and the same ordinances edify and instruct 
their minds ; and by one and the same glorious hope 
of a bright immortality arc they alike mutually 
inspired. Here is evidently a communion beyond 
all the principles of the world, and attraction of 
time and sense, to equal. But now occurs the ques- 
tion, when some of these Christian brethren pass 
out of the body, and arc gathered into the Church 
invisible, — is all communion between the living saints 
and the disembodied at an end ? The reply must 
be in the negative ; because He who was the Diyinc 
centre of their fellowship when they worshipped 
together in the flesh, is still the same head of the 
One Body, though some of its members arc now in 
another state of spiritual existence. While Christians 
worship Christ in their visible unity on earth, what 
is it but sanctifying principle from the Spirit, that 
renders them one in the Lord ? But when a portion 
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of these believers are called out of the flesh, are 
they not immediately with that same Lord whom 
they adored iu the flesh ? St. Panl intimates that 
spirit ifa! gain is the consequence of death unto 
those wdio die n the truth : ‘‘ to depart,” says He, 
and “ be with (flirist is far better.” Hence we 
may conclude that, the holiness which unites the 
hearts of the faithful to (flirist and eacdi other, 
while both arc alive, -is the essenfioJ principle which 
continues to keep them in spiritual communion now 
some mem])ers of the Body as to their flesh ‘‘ sleep 
in Jesus.” 

Here then we perceive in the doctrine that Christ 
is “ All in All,” a ground of blessed communion be- 
tween the worshippers of Christ who arc in the 
Church militant on earth, and the adorers of the same 
Lord who arc received into the Church triumphant 
above. There is a verse in the xV])ocaIypsc which 
contains vast intimations, on the mode and reality 
of this intercommunion between the two portions of 
tin one Mystical Body. Thereforci arc they 
b(^bre the throne of Cod, and serve him day and 
NIGHT IN His Temple.” (Cap. vii. L'L) Temple- 
worship is here rcveahal as still maintained by the 
Church in glory : and unless this ivere the case, we 
could not imagine by what nieth.od a joint intercom- 
munion with Christ and each other, could be carried 
on between the saints in the flesh and souls disem- 
bodied. But when we learn that during the interme- 
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(liate state, and until the mediatorial subjection ot 
Christ as man, unto God the Father takes place, the 
Priesthood of Messiah is exercised in heaven ^ — 
we at once perceive those believers who worsliip 
God below, and those who adore Him above, can 
truly be united, and hold real communion with 
each other. And even perhaps as by a temple- 
service of the saints in the sanctuary on hiji;!!, souls 
are thus trained for that glory which shall he theirs, 
when all Mediation between God and man shall 
terminate, — so are the saints on earth educated by 
their tem[)le- worship below, for an entrance into 
that sanctuary not made with hands,” where tliey 
will ‘‘serve” God “day and night.” Thus then 
on the glorious principle that Christ is tlie same 
“ All IN All,” both to the living and to the dead, 
who are members of His Mystical Pody, — we can 
understand how the Church in the Hcsli and the 
(Jhurch out of it, holds spiritual coinminnon with 
each other. They are one in the Lord, and 
neither life nor death can violate that unity wliich 
the Spirit of Christ creates. And now, let us hear 
the grave and tender words of J3ishop Pearson on 
this affecting theme. “ The Communion of the 

SAINTS IN HEAVEN AND EARTH, UpOU tllC inystic.ll 
union of Christ their Head, being fundamental and 
internal, what acts or external ojicrations it pro- 
duceth is not so certain. That we cotnmunical c 
with thcTtiy in hope of that happiness which they 
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actually enjoy is evident ; that we have the Spirit 
of God given us as an earnest, and so a part of 
their felicity, is certain. But what they do in 
heaven in relation to us on earth particularly consi- 
dered, or what we ought to perform in reference to 
them in heaven, besides a reverential study of imita- 
tion, is not revealed unto us in the Scriptures, nor 
can be concluded by necessary deduction from any 
principles of Cbristianity.” * 

9. Since Christ’* is All in All,” — may we 
venerate our own ecelesiastical mother, the Apos- 
tolic Church of England! Let the ad- 
herents of the Romish schism in this country 
pray for her downfall : let those, whose Papal 
yearnings after a spurious catholicity are not 
satisfied with our Church, strive to betray her 
interests, distort her doctrines, and abuse her 
services after a Jesuitical fashion ; let the un- 
believing radical imprecate curses on her powers 
and prerogatives, and the political Dissenter plot 
an.l scheme for our ruin ; or, lastly, let the morbid 
victims of their own restless Ideals, mutter their 
treason and whisj)er their dislike against her 
formularies and creeds : — but be it our privilege, 
as it is our duty, evermore to say, Peace be 
within thy walls — when we forget thee,” may 
our right hands forget their cunning !” And 
why should we not thus supplicate the God of 

• Pearson on the “ Creed/' vol. i. p. 422, Oxford Edit. 
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heaven to protect our venerated Zion, Avhen her 
Orders and Sacraments, her rites and ceremonies, 
her services and cliants, her symbols. Articles, and 
Homilies, do each and all with unvarying fidelity 
and firmness maintain this blessed doctrine, — that 

Christ” is '"All and in All.” Ihit let us not 
associate the subject with our Church, without 
enlarging somewhat on the present as])ect of 
our apostolical communion ; and in order to illus- 
trate how truly she does respond to the theologv 
of our text, allow us to venture on two considera- 
tions, — 

1. Conteiaplate the yreat Prineiple of her Con- 
,sfitvtion. 

2. Examine the extent of her exhtimj relations. 

Now as to the first, it would be ([uite out of the 

])rovince of a transient allusion such as this, to 
rep<eat the inviolable arguments which learning, 
srenius, eloquence, and piety have ])roduccd as 
evidence that the (diurch of England is built " upon 
the foundations of apostles and prophets, Jesus 
(Jhrist himself being the chief corner-stone.” , A 
Diyink com mission, authenticating all her agencies, 
inspiring all her j)rivileges, and controlling all her 
responsibilities, is at once the basis of her claim, 
and the interpretation of her character. Holding 
fast a principle which is moveless as the throne of 
the Almighty, that the Maker and the Master of 
the Church is Christ alone^ and that all power. 
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mithority, and administration, with regard to the 
channels of grace, are valid only as emanating 
from and acting hy Him, — Episcopacy with her is 
neither a simple apostolical institution, which might 
he argued down by reasoning guess-work into a 
temporal arrangement ; nor is it merely a rational 
inference from primitive anthpiity ; and still less is 
it the cold production of mean and miserable cx])e- 
diency ; — but neither more nor less than an express 
instltnte of ovr Lord Jeses Christ himself y as the 
Head of ministerial commission,'^ “ As my father 

* The phmse “ Apostolical Succe-.sion,*’ from its vjigiie 
and somewhat p liable' meaning, is the source of mucli acrimony, 
ridicule, and controversy, in the popular writings of our day. 
But is there not one fundamental mistake at the root of all 
this erm fusion and biitornoss ? vi/. has not the question, What 
is essential to a cnnonkal miuislryy as founded by our Lord, con* 
firmed by his apostles, and continued with unbroken adherence 
up to the time of the lleformation, been confused with anothci, 
which is very distinct, viz. What is essential In salvation i Jleie 
is a double error constantly at work in tliis discussion. The 
one party argue, as if the commission of the clergy vouid be 
of jiUinan origination ; and the other sometimes express them- 
selves as if mere cpiscopacif tvere ahsoi.utely essential to salva- 
tion. M o wonder when these extremes meet that in the clash of 
the conflict truth disappears, and charit}' itself evaporates awaj . 
Meekly and truly did the late Bishop Hobart state the distinc- 
tion, when thus speaking of the sacred and spiritually-minded 
Churchman, — “ He presumes not to arraign the fitness of the 
peculiar constitution of Christ’s mystical body, wisely and 
humbly judging that the Divine personage who came to save 
flu* world knew by what institutions this all-merciful object 
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sent me, so I send you.” In these syllables are 
enshrined the true and living elements of whatso- 
ever constitutes Eoangelic Chiirchmanshij) in the 

was to be best aceomplisbed. far, indeed, from confining 
SALVATION to a state of visible union tvith C/irist*s mt/stical body, 
he extends the benefits of the Redeemer's merits and grace to 
the I’loes and sincerk <>/’ all sects, and of all Tt(itio?is.’* 

In reference to what may be legitimately inferred from the 
phrase “ Apostolical succession/’ the following quotation 
from Bishop Hall, and also from Field, will be found full of 
pertinency; — ‘'These (i. e. the apostles) great ambassadors 
of Christ sustained more persons than one. They compre- 
hended in themselves the Avholc hierarchy: tliey were 
Christians, presbyters, bishops, apostles. So it was they 
were apostles immediately called, miraculously gifted, infal- 
libly guided, universally charged. Thus they had not, they 
could not have, any successors. They were faithful Church 
governors, appointed by Christ to order and settle the affairs 
of his spiritual kingdom, and therein (beside the preaching 
and baptizing common to them with other ministers) to ordain 
a succession of the great administrators of His Church. 
THUS they iv''re, would be, must be, succeeded.^' — (Episcopacy 
by Divine Right, parts 2 and 3.) 

The divines doe note that there were foure things proper 
and peculiar to the apostles, and not communicable to pj\y 
other of the ministers of Christ, appointed by Him for the 
gathering of his saints. The first was immediate vocation^ 
the second, infallibility of judgment, the i\md, generality of 
commission, to doc all things pertaining to the minister of 
salvation, in all places, towards all persons : the fourth, the 
speaking in all the tongues and languages of the world, the 
knowledge of all secrets, and power to confirm their doctrine 
by signs and miracles, and by imposition of their hands, to 
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(/hurcli of England. Ordination to ecclesiastical 
offices, and the administration of the means of 
grace, together with their adjuncts, dependencies, 
and connexions, may all bo traced to this as their 
pure and only fountain. iVIcre human will can no 
more create a minister than it can create a Re- 
deemer ; the power in the one ease and the Person 
in the other, are inseparable. “ All power is given 
unto ME in heaven and earth. Go ye, THERE- 
FORE, and teach all nations, (i. c. disciple all 
nations,) ba])tizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost ; teaching 
them to observe all things whatsoever I have com- 
manded you : and, lo, 1 am with you alway, 

EVKN UNTO THE END OF THE WORLD.’’ What 
power St, Paul considered this commission to mean 
and to convey, his Epistles to Timothy and Titus 
amply unfold : e. g, among other decisive passages, 

give the like miraculous gifts of the Spirit to others. 

And as these things were reserved as proper and 
peculiar unto the apostles, and not communicated to any 
oth^r in their time, so arc they not passed over to their after- 
comers by succession ; but instead of immediate callings tve 
have new succesnion ; instead of infallibility of judgment^ the 
direction of their writing, guiding us to the finding out of the 
truth ; instead of general commission, particular assignatimi of 
churches to rule, and parts of Christ's flocke to feede ; instead 
of miraculous gifts, and tlie apostles’ power to confere them, 
a settled course of schools and universities, fitting men for 
the work of the ministry, &c,” — Field on the Church. 
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weigh the following. ‘‘ I charge thee before God, 

and the elect angels, &c., &c. lay hands (Acts 

vi. (» ; xiii. 3) suddenly on no man (1 Tim. v. 
21, 22), the things which thou hast heard of me 
among many witnesses, the same commit thou to 
FAITHFUL men, wdio shall be able to teach others 
also.” (2 Tim. ii. 2.) “ For this cause left I thee 

in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the 
things that are wanting, and ordain kldkrs in 
every city, as I had appointed thee.” (Titus 
i. 5.) 

But now, in the second place, let us consecrate 
a few’ j)ages 'to that other view, in which we con- 
ceive the Church of England as the great admini- 
strator of national morals, may be reverently con- 
templated, — even to the extent of her existing rela- 
tions. And here it is mere supererogation to 
observe, that within the narrow bounds of some brief 
pages we can enclose but few of tliose j)residing 
truths which, under other circumstances, might be 
prominently dcveloj)cd and apjdied. All that we 
shall presume to attempt, is to throw' a few glim- 
mering remtarks on the relationship which our 
venerable Establishment is now exhibiting towards 
the political, social, intellectual, and spiritual state 
of the ernpinj. 

In the outset then we may observe, that if the 
Church of England be indeed a true branch of 
Christ’s holy and apostolic Church, then by her 
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very s])iritual constitution, she must emanate both 
directly and indirectly throughout the heart of the 
nation, a corrective iiiHuence and transforming 
('fficacy, which, tliough tlie filmed eyes of political 
utilitarians may choose not to see, — are neverthe* 
less dee]), subtle, pervading, and in many ways 
spiritually and morally victorious over all the 
opj)osing elements of corruption, with which they 
come into contact. For, experimentally defined, 
what is Christianity but “ the salt of the earth f 
and “ the Hyht of the world and in proportion 
as the Church of Engljuid retains the one in its 
full savour, and the other in efiective clearness, her 
Divine })rivilcge is to act, under God, chiefly in the 

way of CONTRAST AND CORRKCTION tO tllC Clll’ist- 

less world aroiuid. As the salt, her office is to 
])rescrve mankind from spiritual death and moral 
f)utrefaction ; and as the light, her duty is, to 
irradiate and dsssolve the clouds of unbelieving 
darkness that sin has gathered round the soul, in 
refei.nee to God’s character and its own condition, 
lleji' it is that the Church of Christ is realized in 
that lofty position to wdiich she was predestinated 
from everlasting; she miniatures the living cha- 
racter of the liedeemer on earth, by dob^y 
good,'^ both to the bodies and souls of men ; and 
therefore to fpiench her saving principles, would 
be virtually to bury mankind in the blackness ot 
a moral eclipse, and in the blight of moral death. 
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In reference then to the energizing contrast 
which oiir cliurch must ever exhibit, under all the 
complcxional varieties of popular error and religion, 
need we hesitate to affirm that she is at this 
moment nobly authenticating her claims to be 
Instructress of the empire, by opposing mildly, 
majestically, and consistently, the great heresy 
OF OUR nation — SELF-WILL ? Let US trace the 
evolution of this, under the fourfold division which 
we have already suggested. 

And first, we have self-will in politics, producing 
treason to authority. We use the word treason 
advisedly, for under every varied shape, whether 
of Radicalism, Chartism, or Socijilism, treason to 
all coercive law is at the root of this evil manifesta- 
tion. Now, in what way does the Church coun- 
teract this political enormity ? Why, by embodying 
in all her forms, and im])licating in all her doctrines 
the following truth, viz. — That in reference to 
government, the principle of God is sovereignty, 
the means submission, and the result order; but 
that the principle of the Devil is equality, ,the 
means rebellion, and the result disorder. Assuredly, 
the suicidal axiom, that “ the people (i. e. the self- 
willing masses,) arc the source of power,” enjoys 
no shielding authority either from the Articles, 
Services, or Formulas of the (church of England. 
With her, sovereignty and magistracy are God- 
sanctioned and God-derived. “ By me kings reign, 
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and princes decree justice.” The powers that bk 
arc ordained of God.” Honour tlie king 
“ Obey them that have the rule over you I 
exliort tliat, first of all, supplications, &:c., &:c., be 
made for kings, and for all that are in authority ^ 
These are the maxims and principles which per- 
vade the whole service and spirit of the Church 
of England. lake golden ligatures of truth, 
they bind tiic throne of human majesty on earth, 
to the throne of Divine supremacy in heaven. 
Truths like these constitute the doctrinal in- 
heritance, as well as the jxditical glory of her 
j)eoplc : and evil indeed will tliat day be, wlu'n, 
forsaking the foundation of Divine will as the 
basis of governnumt and source of power, the 
Church should cither attem])t to teach, or the 
nation at large be willing to be taught, — that 
government s])rung from a compromise of the in- 
dividual will with general expediency ; and that 
instead of an exjiress sanction for sovereignty from 
God himself, a convenient phantasm, called in 
tlui ^vocabulary of i)olitical speculation, aoeial 
compact ''* — is the true ground and reason on which 
our civil authority may be said ^o re})osc. Let us 
devoutly tliank God, that as long as the (Jhiirch 
of England shall echo the Divine assertion, that 
“ whaLsoercr things wen* written aforetime, were 
written for our le.arnhuff — she will never re(juir(* 
the light of mere human argument wherewith 
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to thread her way through the labyriiitliiiu* 
darkness of political sophistry. It is her sublime 
and inalienable privilege both to possess, and to 
consult at, the Shrine of infallible reason itself, and 
thence to deliver the true principles of ]>olity as 
well as faith to her children : — the Bible is in the 
midst of her (that intellectual Shekinah wliere 
the Supreme Intellect is enthroned) — and slie will 
never authorize the blind doctrine of social parity 
in mail, as long as her oracle of truth declares 
human subordination to be the revealed juincijile 
of God. . 

In passing from this subject, we may take the 
liberty to add, that much of the sinful confusion 
that covers the national mind on the subject of 
sovereignty and subjection, may be traced to the 
popularity of that destructive falsidmod, — viz., That 
[)olitics and religion are entirely uncoimeeted. Now 
what is this but political atheism ? Surely if 
the attributes of the Creator and the responsibilities 
of a rational creature are at all related to each 
other in the way of command and obedieiu^e, there 
can be no region of moral conduct in which this 
relationship may develop itself, or over which our 
faculties can expatiate, — where Divine control on 
the one hand, and human subjection on the other, 
are not to l^e distinctly, reverently, and uniformly 
acknowledged. So far from admitting the jirim 
ei})le that politics and religion are separate and 
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srijarablc things, the Bible, and the Church oi‘ 
bingland, as instructing us by and through its 
pages, — everywhere teaclies us that God must be 
in politics, as in all other j)rinciplcs of conduct ; 
or else, those politics must be virtually atheism in 
public men and measures ; and if carried up to 
lJi(‘ir native climax, tend to unthrone the Almighty 
as the God of nations, before the bar of whose 
will the character of man, under every form of 
evolution, is to stand and be judged. True, our 
Lord has illustrated the distinct actings of our 
obedience by his decision. “ Render therefore unto 
Cfcsar the things which are Ccesads, and nnto God 
the things that are God's but it yet rcMuains to 
be proved, that he has any where implicnl, that 
God is not the God of Caesar and ins things also ! 
So that in all cases in which a king exerts 
authority, or a subject [)ays obcdieiicc, a Divim* 
principle must never cease to control the one, or to 
actuate the other. 

Let us now regard the Church of England as 
rcsy^'cts her relation to the social state of the 
empire : and may w^c not at once assert with a 
grateful largeness of expression, that slic is the 
spiritual Centre, from whence our domestic morals 
pre-eminently derive their sacred force and beau- 
tiful expansion? Circulating, as she does by her 
varied ministrations, a rich life-blood of celestial 
influence through the vast framework of the social 
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body, — who shall duly estimate the pervading 
energy with which she purifies the hearts and 
households of the land? Consider, for instance, 
that when on every Sabbath-day she opens in the 
Gospel the gates of mercy to mankind, and causes 
the freshness and the fragrance of eternity to 
breathe over the deadness and dryness of our sin- 
fevered world, — how much of all that constitutes 
the moral heaven of the coming week — how much 
of all that is chaste in love, refined in thought, 
exalted in idea, and benevolent in action, — might be 
traced up tp the truths she expounds, to the ordi- 
nances she administers, and to the motives which 
she is authori7X‘d to supply ? Around her 

as tlie sun of our social system, the graces ol‘ 
private life may be said to shine and act ; while 
troni her they derive the evangelic beauty of their 
expression, and the piiilantbropic form of their 
development. How many crushed hearts does her 
soothing voice revive ! How many chilled and 

desolated natures does she warn and cheer ! How 
many dark, doubting, and depraved spirits dc(*s 
she enlighten, convince, and restore ! And on the 
bosom of Jesus how many a throbbing head has she 
pillowed in peace ! And consider, too, how finely 
adaf)ted is her ritual to tliat varied round 
of experiences, which arc commensurate with th(‘ 
circles of social life. Whether present at the 
bridal altar, to hallow the bonds of human aficction 
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with the principles of divine purity ; or placing in 
the baj)tisirial embrace of the child-loving Redeemer, 
new-born infancy ; or hovering with all the watch- 
ing eyes of a spiritual mother beside the solemnities 
of a dying bed ; or chanting over the cherished 
dust of some departed saint the august requiem of 
immortality : in a word, whether you contemplate 
social life at the lieight of action, or in the deptli 
of affliction, — may we not pour forth a national 
hymn of gratitude to the Most High for the 
influence, the character, and the j)rinciplcs of the 
(flvurch of England ? Surely he that toucheth Her 
toucheth the apple of the Nation’s eye ! 

The third aspect under wliich the benign agency 
of our Establishment discovers itself shall now be 
considered, viz., as controlling and chastening the 
iNTKLi.KCTUAT. STATE of the empire. And here, 
as before, we are profoundly mistaken if we do not 
find her attitude, as the endowed teaclicr of revealed 
truth, and the commissioned proclaimer of divine 
mysteries, — to be at once dignified, noble and un- 
coi^ipromising : and thus confronting with mild but 
majestic antagonism, certain states of national mind, 
modes of popular feeling, and manifestations of 
public delusion, which, if allowed to operate 
unchastened and uncocrced, — will terminate in the 
destruction of the real intellectual grandeur and 
moral sanity of the empire. Let us indulge in a 
little detail. 


R 
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On casting our regards on the signs of the times, 
we are struck with the fact, that the expansive 
culture of tlie intellectual powers in the leading 
systems of the day, is heralded as the climax ol 
national attainment, without the slightest reverence 
for the growth of moral feelings. Intellect is 
NOW THE POPULAR GoD, arouiid whose altar the 
discoveries of science, and the flatteries of philo- 
sophy arc concentrated and combined. The dis- 
astrous consequences of all this would require 
volumes to unfold. Let it suffice to say, that 
according to. the revealed mind of God, man is a 
fallen being; that is, human nature is utterly, 
absolutely, and helplessly corrupt ; and moreover, 
that much of this dreadful malady is rooted in the 
haughtiness of the intellect. This being the case, 
man can no more regenerate his own nature, than 
he can magnify himself into the Almighty ; whatever 
comes froyn man will partake of man. He is 
darkness, and cannot produce light ; weakness, and 
cannot produce strength ; corruption, and cannot 
produce purity. If restored at all therefore, .the 
influence that will be adequate to the achievement, 
must be above and beyond that nature with which 
it is to contend : in other words, it must be super- 
natural and divine. And if, moreover we add to 
this, that the will is so distinct from the intellect, 
that no cultivation of the last, however exqui- 
site and refined, can really of itself overcome 



CHRIST OUR ALL IN ALL. 


243 


the perversity of the first, — we cannot resist 
the conviction, that attained knowledge, apart 
from sacred principle, will serve only to deepen 
tlie moral gulf which exists between the Divine 
character and the human condition. Uiifalleu 
nature might be cultivated into an approxi- 
mation with Deity, on its own principles, because 
they would be in harmonious analogy with the 
principles of God ; but fallen nature can only 
approach that blessed communion by a remedial 
process, that shall at every application of its 
alterative energy, alisorb the proud self-will of the 
creature in the absolute sovereignty of the Creator, 
until it be finally restored to its primeval 
image. JTcnce the grand especiality of the Gospel 
is this, — it drains out tlie sclf-rightcousncss and the 
self-confidence of human nature, that the righteous- 
ness and the strength of the divine, may freely 
and fully be poured into its place. Thus the 
doctrines of grace present a humbling process 
to the native pride, powers, and principles of 
ma^i. Either reason is transcended j or imagina- 
tion checked ; or curiosity tamed ; or the will 
crossed, the affections subdued, and passions 
denied ; — in other words, the “ old man” is morally 
crucified on the cross of truth, that the “ new 
man” may be produced by the creative energy of 
grace in his stead. 

How closely these views apply to the Socinian 

R 2 
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arrogance of our clay, and to that educational heresy 
which now so mournfully deludes even those who 
profess to w^alk by faith, and not by sight,” — 
needs no argument to show. But this we venture 
to ass('rt, that if at the period of the Reformation 
sacred truth was concealed under clouds of Papal 
darkness and polluting superstition, — the danger 
now is, that we shall be so dazzled by the intel- 
lectual glare of our own attainments, as to have no 
eyesight sufficiently meek and purified to behold 
the solemn lustre and loveliness of divine realities. 
We are more perilled by our light than our dark- 
ness ; and ill the blaze of scientific discovery have 
need to fear earnestly, that we do not mistake a 
philosophic admiration of God’s work, for a spiritual 
imitation of Hts will. By contemplating the first, 
we may indec'd admire His Attributes, but it is 
only by practising the second, that we can adore His 
Personality. 

And this brings us to a few remarks on the 
passion for physical science which now infects 
the entire frame of our popular literature. 
Matter is more cultivated than mind ; and a 
spirit of subtle Materialism directly or indi- 
rectly wields a palsying influence over the free 
movements of all that is high, holy, and ethereal 
in our being. Above all, the facts of creation are 
beginning to be lifted into a rivalship with the 
principles of revelation, as though exhibiting a 
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counterpart view of Godhead ; so that if we adopt 
the fashionable creed of certain philosophers, the 
earth itself is a species of responsive Scripture, 
out of whose syllables of matter science may spell 
the complete name and nature of the Invisible God ! 
Now, in opposition to all this, let us observe that 
the CHARACTKR of God never was, and never can 
be interpreted on the mere prineifdes of natural 
philosophy. For notwithstanding the boasted 
march of physical science into the secrets of 
material creation, and the constitution of man, — ive 
are as far off as ever from a practical knowledge of 
the Divine will and pmposes, if we exclude reve- 
lation. Tlic truth is, natural science has lighted 
its torch at the sun of revelation, and then waved 
it over the heads of mankind, in the boastful 
attitude of a light self-discovered. Or, we may 
otherwise assert, that philosophy has plundered 
the Bible of its costly principles, and thus 
attempted to demonstrate the adequacy of reason, 
to the overthrow of spiritual averments in the 
Bi])lc. Blit after all, what is the amount of 
fair conclusion, drawn from “ the things that 
are seen ? Why, that man is encircled with 
one huge mystery of materialism, without a 
single gleam of moral explanation to illuminate 
the whole ! If God (as philosophic sentiment 
exclaims) be simply merciful and wise, why 
this disorder and death? IIow can the philo- 
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sopher reason his way by logical assent, from an 
imperfect and })ollutcd creation, to the all-perfect 
and all-holy God? The utmost (we say it with 
profound respect) tlmt mere science can achieve for 
him, is to h^avc his mind in a state of vibration 
between two wonders ; — that, on the one hand, of 
those crowding glories and harmonies which com- 
bine their fascinations on all sides ; and that, on the 
other, of those disorders and disasters that per- 
petually interrupt the scene, and mar the symmetry 
and benevolence of the whole. Here is mystery: 
before it philosophy is cither mute, or babbles like 
an infant in its dream. Ihit wliat says the Bible ? 
‘‘ Cursed is the ground for thy sake.” ‘‘ The 
ecfrnest expectation of the creature (crerdion) waitelh 
for the manifestation of the sons of God, for the 
creature was made subject to vanity not wiJUnyhj 
. . . — itself also shall he delivered from the 
hondaye of corruption into the yl or ions liberty of 
the children of God, for we know Ihat the whole 
creation yroaacGi and travailelh in pain nnlil nowJ^ 
In this j)assage we have a profound infereiice, whjch 
science could never liavc educed ; viz. — that the dis- 
orders of th(i natural world are to be interpreted by 
the disorders of the rational. In the existence of 
the last, there is a [)enal foundation for the first : 
in a word, the moral corruption of the world 
within and the physical corruption of the world 
without, when placed in the light of Scrii)ture, 
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are seen to be the interpreting counterparts of 
each other. 

But enough of this ; and now it may be asked, 
in what way do the doctrinal energies of our Church 
tend to counteract and chasten down this idolatry 
for unsanctified intellect, and this vehement cultiva- 
tion of physical science? We answer simply, — by 
setting a rkrsonal God in mystery and in mercy 
ill all licr prayers, praises, ordinances, and moral 
sacraments, continually before the mental eyes and 
capacities of her people. We say personal God ; 
because it is with God in His living, acting, and 
controlling Personality, and not with mere attri- 
butes, or divine abstractions, that religion is con- 
versant. In the world, all is earthly, sensual, 
temporal ; in the Church, on the contrary, all is 
heavenly, sjiiritnal, and eternal ; man and his 
Maker are brought face to face ; and instead of the 
exciting, feverish, and ever-changing novelties of 
material science, the mind converses with the 
venerable secrets and the solemn verities of a 
spiritual world to come. Above all, the Church 
of England preserves the intellect unflattered, by 
holding her mysteries unexplained. While paying 
due homage to the reason of man as a glorious 
FACULTY, she never trusts the presum})tion of its 
feeble acts. The presiding character of her 
formularies seems to be, — first, an authoritative 
announcement of the truth, claiming the submission 
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ever, but the sacrifice iicvcT;, of the human intel- 
lect ; secondly, a scriptural fulness of doctrine ; 
thirdly, a comprehensive grasp of application to 
the exigences of the heart, and to the experiences 
of the soul : fourthly, a spirit of candour and 
charity to all : — in short, at one time exhibiting 
heights of intellectual majesty which the mind of 
an archangel might ' delight to mount ; — and at 
another, affording simplicities of statement which 
the tiny faculties of an infant may embrace, 
rims under divine mercy and guidance, she 
co-works with the central design of the Bible, in 
humbling the pride of our intellect, and subduing 
the perversity, of our will. And how significant 
is this momentous truth, — that as the rejection of 
mystery out of Christ, was the fall of man unto 
death, so the reception of mystery in Christ, must 
be his rise again unto life ! 

To this view of the Church of England, in con- 
nexion with her tranquillizing influence on the 
intellectual fever of our day, — much might be added 
also as to her wise provision against the imposture^of 
excitement, the perils of expediency, and the power 
of opinion which are now diseasing the moral 
health of millions around us. But our space will 
only permit us to occupy a page or two on the 
bearings of our Church towards the nation at large, 
considered as her spiritual diocese. 

What then is the general expression of the 
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National Mind at jiresent, considered as an index to 
its temperament in spiritual things ? And here it 
would resemble a heathenish gratitude towards the 
Almighty Inspirer of whatsoever is divine in the 
motive, and exalted in the actions of man, — to deny 
that there is a spirit of practical henevolence distin- 
guishing a large portion of professing members of 
our ('hurch, which cannot be too highly commended. 
Their religion is not the monastic ideal of the mere 
eont,em])latist, residing coldly apart from the warm 
stir and homely life of men and things around 
them : but on the contrary, it is social in its very 
essence, and realizes its origin from the heart of 
God, by its catholic sympathy with the heart of 
man. Aware of that tremendous change which the 
increase of j)opulation will speedily introduce into 
tlie liabits and principles of the people, and deejdy 
impressed with the truth also, that in consequence 
of the extension of the elective franchise, the 
middle classes must virtually become the political 
masters of the empire, — we delight to recognize the 
he»oic activity of thousands, who are preparing to 
meet this crisis of national character on the sound 
principles of Christianity and Churchmanship. 
Hence societies for relieving the temporal distress, 
and for dispersing the sj)iritual darkness in which 
some millions of our countrymen arc wasting and 
withering away, — are multiplying around with mag- 
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nificent increase. For this revival of Christian 
energy, this noble combination of doctrines of love 
with deeds of mercy, — our gratitude cannot be too 
intensely felt, or too fervidly expressed. Above all, 
the line glow of missionary zeal which is beginning 
to diffuse itself over the whole body of our Chureh 
with somewhat of its apostolical purity, together 
with a dee])eiiing consciousness of those paramount 
claims which the Colonies have on our spiritual 
compassion, — these, and other cheering signs and 
comforting manifestations, must not remain un- 
thaiiked or unregarded. 

But, granting all this to be no enthusiast’s 
dream, but simple reality, we cannot disguise from 
ourselves, that in the main, the spirit of our day is 
utterly uncongenial with the humbling character 
and coercive power of those trutlis, for th(‘ teacliing 
and impressing of which the Church of Christ 
has been constituted by God. To say nothing of 
those revolting forms and infernal shapes in which 
infidelity is daily revealing itself, — we have only to 
enumerate a few of the deteriorating influences , at 
present in national prominence and power, to ])er- 
ceivc at once that the sacred warfare of the Cluirch 
of England is neither vague nor superficial. 
The intense passion for accumulation, under the 
spell of which money and the market become 
practically the all in all ’’ of popular sway and 
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reference ; the distracting variety of pursuits, 
through wliicli, as hy so many moral valves, 
the steaming excitement of public restlessness con- 
tinues to escape ; the grovelling sacrifice of what is 
lofty in {)rineiple to the low venalities of expe- 
diency ; the feverish love of external result in 
religion, science, and literature, instead of internal 
influence ; a sickly homage paid to reigning opinion, 
however adverse that opinion may be to the Divine 
glory or human welfare ; a profane trust in the 
powers of unconverted nature, — as if there yet 
lurked in the secrecies of our constitution certain 
elements of perfectibility, which will enable vic- 
torious philosophy to triumph over the fallen 
nature of man ; above all, the fatal blunder 

* While moclianic arts, manufactures, agriculture, com- 
merce, and all those products of knowledge which are confined 
to gross, definite, and tangible objects, have, with the aid of 
experimental philosophy, ])een every day putting on more 
brilliant colours, the splendour of the imagination has been 
fading; sensibility, which was formerly a generous nursling 
of rude nature, has been chased from its ancient range in the 
wii? dominion of patriotism and religion with the weapons 
of derision, by a shadow calling it good sense ; and calcula- 
tions of presumptuous expediency, groping their way .among 
partial and temporary consequences, have been substituted for 
the dictates of paramount .and infallible conscience, the 
supreme embracer of consequences ; lifeless .and circumspect 
decencies have b.anished the graceful negligence and unsus- 
picious dignity of virtue . — Wordsworth on the Relations of 
Great Britain^ p. 1G4. 
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of thinking that the real elevation of the ex- 
panded intellect can be carried on by any other 
process than through the purifying transformation 
of the moral powers ; * — these and other in- 


There are mysteries relative to the connexion between the 
moral and intellectual fiame of man, which our faculties in 
their present fallen and deluded state arc unequal to unfold. 
But notwithstanding this, all men, more or less actually realize 
the connexion. There is a circular action between the state of 
the will and tlie conduct of the intellect continually experi- 
enced ; while in reference to the force of the affections, — how 
often does the deforming power of passion transmute the Deity 
into a moral similitude to itself, and thus temi)t the dreaming 
heretic to bask his voluptuous life away under the approving 
smile of an imagined Jehovah ! Various are the passages in 
Scripture which contain the seeds of the finest and most effec- 
tive arguments which may be brought against the profane 
tendency of our times, to make the expansion of the mental 
faculties, rather than the purification of the moral tceling^ 
the great object of national ambition. Among others, let 
the following two be reverently considered, and we will 
dare to assert that they establish a principle firm as the Divine 
attributes themselves, viz., that the loftiest expansion of the mind 
can never he attained without a corresponding jmrijication off^ihe 
heart. 

The Jews marvelled (being worshippers of mere knowledge, 
saying, how knoweth this man letters having never learned ? 
Jesus answ ered them, and said, my doctrine is not mine (i. e., 
humanly excogitated as you dream), but his that sent me. If 
any will (wills) to do his will, he shall know op the doc- 
trine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself.” 
(John vii. 15, IG, 17.) Again, in a passage equally profound 
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fluences might be adduced as counteracting the 
mild agency of scriptural truth, and wielding a 
perpetual hostility against the moral aggression of 
our Church, in her endeavours to season the world 
with the salt of divine principle, and to preserve the 
souls of her children from doctrinal j)utrefaction and 
spiritual death. 

Against all these varied elements then of existing 
enmit}^ (combined in their action though clashing 
in their principles,) is there aught in the ruling 
doctrines and ritual apparatus of the Church of 
England, calculated to make head ? Under God, we 
believe there is : and in her, we venture to assert, 
amid tlie rising waves of revolution and the tossing 
sea of po{)ular discontent, the peace, h«appiness, and 
glory of the empire can alone be safely arked. To 
illustrate this would retpiire a volume ; yet may the 
whole be concentrated in this one inviolable fact, — 
THE SAVING PRINCIPLES OF OUR ChURCH ARE IN 
AIISOLUTE HARMONY WITH THE REVEALED PRO- 
MISES OF HEAVEN ; AND THE MORE THE NATION IS 
TAUGHT TO EMKODY THE PURITY OF THE ONE IN 
HER CHARACTER, THE MORE SHE WILL REALISE 
THE BLESSING OF THE OTHER IN HER WELFARE. 

and sublime, we read, Lord, how is it that thou wdlt manifest 
thyself unto us, and ?iot unto the world ? Jesus answered and 
said unto him, if a man love me, he will kkep my avords ; 
and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, 
and make our abode with him.” (John xiv. 22, 23.) 

7 
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For demonstrated it may be with the precision of 
mjithcmatical proof, that righteousness exalteth a 
nation, but sin is a reproach to any people** True, 
in the eye of our Church no relation which man 
bears to this world is forgot : but it is pre-eminently 
over the destinies of his eternal consciousness that 
she bends her watchful and unwearied gaze. In 
order to discipline the infant of time for its man- 
hood in eternity, she perpetually brings before the 
responsible soul its ever-awful relationship to God- 
head, in the Triune aspect of Creator, Redeemer, 
and Judge : and in all the detail of that super- 
natural hitlden life which religion inculcates, there 
is a celestial provision for counteracting the infec- 
tion of that lower form of visible and worldly life, 
which our blended experience must continually 
face. Heavenly and holy indeed must that Church 
be, that unteaches human pride before she teaches 
Divine knowledge — that everywhere subordinates 
the intellectual to the moral, the temporal to the 
eternal — and in contrast with the baseness of expe- 
diency, and the vagaries of opinion, authenticates 
SACRED PRINCIPLE as tlic Only standard of what is 
right, and the Word of God as the only 
test of what is true. Above all, while by her 
Litany our venerated Church interprets the 
national conscience in reference to sin felt and 
salvation needed, — what irradiations of joy does she 
attract from the Sanctuary of peace above, where- 
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with to illummc this blighted world of darkness 
graves and tears I Mindful that the begun heaven 
of the spirit consists in that moral reflection of onr 
Maker which holiness begets within, — she ever sets 
before the eyes of her people the promotion of the 
Divine glory as the great purpose of their lives, 
and the exhibition of Divine love as the great mo- 
tive of their hearts : and teaches them that not in 
wealth acquired, not in rank enjoyed, not in the palms 
of intellect, not in the pursuits of science, but that 
in spiritual reconciliation with God in the conscience, 
— the perfective grandeur and ennobling happiness 
of our nature can be found* Profoundly indeed 
does she show the way to be happy, by afibrding the 
means how to become holy. And if it can bo proved 
that UNIVERSAL TRUTH is the object of the intel- 
lect, and UNIVERSAL GOOD the object of the will, — 
what is the (fliurch of England in her doctrinal voice 
but the spiritual echo of this almighty text — Christ 
is All and in All 

10. Finally, though Christ be now All in All,’^ 
there will come a period in the history of the Church 
ylorijied, when “ God shall he All in All.'' What 
we intend by this prospect of man’s predestinated 
glory, will appear from the following passage in 
the fifteenth chapter of the First Epistle to the 
Corinthians. “And when all things shall be sub- 
dued unto Him, then shall the Son also himself he 
subject unto Urn, that put all things under Him,” 
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that ‘‘ God may bk all in All.” In Colossians 
we read, Christ is all in All;” but the distinctive 
language in these parallel texts relates to the 
difference of time to which each belongs. In the 
Colossians the apostle alludes to all connected witli 
that mediatorial empire over wliich Christ as meri- 
torious God-man reigns ; but in the Corinthians 
he carries the mind to a period beyond this, when 
the designs of mediation being accom])lished, the 
entire sijstem of mediation shall terminate, and thus 
God himsklf be an immediate ‘'All in All.” 
This is indeed a contemplation almost too sublime for 
our feeble minds to endure ! The dominion of the 
Mediator commenced with the entrance of sin into 
our nature, and it appears that when that sin, both 
in principle and in fact has been expelled, — then 
with the conclusion of its power, shall also end the 
mediatorial reign of Christ. Henceforth no religion 
will be required ; no sacraments needed ; no veiling 
ceremonies and intervening rites will come between 
the consciousness of the glorified ^lirits and the 
Godhead whom they are to adore. But, whether or 
no, Christ will continue to be a Mani fester of God 
to all finite Intelligence throughout eternity, although 
not a Mediator between them, — is a matter on wdiich 
it becomes us to speak with cautious reverence. In 
the opinions of some divines, though Christ will 
liereafter resign His throne as a Mediatorial King, 
He must ever constitute the Grand Medium 
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whereby the Invisible Jehovah will disclose and dis- 
play His essential glories and attributes, both unto 
angels and unto men.” * Meanwhile, if we confine 


* A writer, who lived in the seventeenth century, when the 
Person of Christ in connexion with His Offices, was far 
more thoughtfully discusse*! than in our days of dcpthless 
theology, thus speaks of Christ as the Manifester of Jehovah, 
even after He shall have so delivered up the kingdom to the 
Father. 

From the consideration of that pLace of the apostle, where- 
in he affirms, that at theendf Christ shall give np the kingdom 
unto the Fathert I decl.ircd that all the state of things which 
we have described, shall then cease, and all things issue in the 
immediate enjoyment of Cod himself. I would extend this no 
farther than as unto what concerneth the exercise of Christ's 

MEDIATORY OFFICE WITH RESPECT UNTO THE ChURCH HERE 
BELOW, AND THE ENEMIES OF IT, But there are some tilings 
which belong unto the essence of this state which shall con- 
tinue anto all eternity ; as, 

1. I do believe that the person op Christ in and by His 

HUMAN NATURE SHALL BE FOR EVER THE IMMEDIATE HkAD 

OF THE WHOLE c.LORiFED CREATION, God having gathered 
all things unto an Head in Him, the knot or centre 
of that collection shall never be dissolved. We shall never lose 
our relation unto Him ; nor He His unto us. 

** ‘2 I do therefore also believe, that He shall be the meaas 

AND WAY OF COMMUNICATION BETWEEN GoD AND HIS 
GLORIFIED SAINTS FOR EVER. What are, what will be the 
glorious communications of God unto his saints for ever, in life, 
light, power, joy, rest and ineffable, satisfaction, (as all must be 
from Him unto eternity,) I shall not now inquire. But this I 
say, they shall be all made in and through the person of the 
Son and the human nature thereinf 

s 
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ourselves to the literal expression, " God shall be 
All in All,” — do not the words imply that in 
some ineffable way the souls of the beatified shall 
worship in the living sanctuary of the Divine Being 
Himself, since God is to be All in All? Wondrous pro- 
mise ! which intimates that every human spirit shall 
be instinct with divinity, and “ alV' which our ac- 
tuated soul w, thinks, feels f or wills, appear like a 
mysterious pulsation of the One Infinite Mind 
who throbs with simultaneous expression “ in 
All.” A truth of kindred magnificence is conveyed 
also by what is said in the Revelation, concerning 
“ the Lord God Almighty” being a “ Temple*'* Does 
not this mean that within the awful shrine of His en- 
compassing Attributes, the Church of the Redeemed 
is destined to worship and wonder, and thus feel her 
conscious eternity to be nothing less than prediction 
fulfilled, — God is All in All ?” 
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REFORMER AND THE REFORMATION. 

“ Tlie solitary Monk that sliook the world/' 
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The Introductory Essay which accomptinicd the 
first and second (3ditions of the Author’s Poem, 
'‘JiUTHKR; or The Spirit op the Reforma- 
tion,’ being out of print, the reader is Iktc 
pr(*sent(ul with a republication oi' its leading 
])arts, in a revised and corrected form. Wliile 
dissenting radicalism assails our Anglican 
(Jhurch from one (extreme, and romanistic 
treason b(itrays her from another, — we <amnot 
admire with too profound a revtTtTUM* that 
truly Oatjiolic Ideal of Puritv and Power, 
to which the apostolic attrihutes of all wliich 
was fjondnc in the Reformation refer. And 
^dmt docs this idea express, but the everlasting 
verity, — “ Christ is All in All ?” 
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EEFOEMEE AND THE EEFOEMATION- 


“Known unto God are all his works, from the 
beginning of the world,” and therefore Chance, in 
the absolute meaning of the term, cannot be asserted 
of the Deity, without involving a libel on the 
divine prescience. And thus, connecting our belief 
in the ordaining counsels of heaven with the events 
of this world, we read with no common feeling the 
simple record of Luther’s birth — “ Martin Luther 
was born at eleven o’clock at night, on the 10th of 
November, 1483, at Eisleben, whither his parents 
hud come from their native village Mdhra, for the 
purpose of attending the annual fair.” My parents 
\yere originally indigent; my father was a poor 
miner, and my mother has borne her firewood on 
her back.” So speaketh of his humble origin the 
now famous Monk of Wittemberg. In his case, as 
in that of many others who have acquainted the 
world with the historic childhood of their spirit, — 
Luther was indebted to the pious simplicities of his 
parents for much that in after life manifested itself 
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in deeds of wortli, and darings of sublimest import ; 
for it is recorded, that liis father often prayed 
loudly and fervently at the bedside of his child, that 
the Lord God would make him partaker of his 
grace.” But pre-eminently was the Reformer in- 
debted to the piety of his mother. Mclanctlion de- 
scribes her as a kind of pattern-mother, in the glass 
of whose character were mirrored all those features 
which give sacredness to womanhood and worth. Yet, 
with all the devout earnestness of his parents, Luther 
in after years regretted that so much of stern discipline 
was blent with his home education. “ My parents,” 
he says, treated me with so much strictness, that I 
became spirit* broken, ran away to a monastery, and 
became a monk.” But notwithstanding this, may we 
not presume that (harsh and severe as this training 
was), in the way of moral instrumentality, it helped 
to impart to the future man that inflexible hardi- 
hood and resolute magnanimity which distinguished 
both his writings and conduct ? 

Such in brief were the earliest years of Luther ; 
and when we compare his after destiny witli bis 
original obscurity, lowly rank, and aidless circum- 
stances, — we arc forcibly reminded of a passage 
in an essay on Cromwell, by the pensive Cowley : 
“ I have often observed (with all submission and 
resignation of spirit to the inscrutable mysteries of 
Providence), that when the fulness and maturity (jf 
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time is come that produces the great confusions and 
changes in the world, it usually pleases God to make 
it appeaVy by the manner of themy that they are not 
the effects of human force or policy y hut of the divine 
justice and predestination ; and though we see a man 
like that we call Jack of the clock-house, striking, 
as it were, the hour of that fulness of time, yet our 
reason must needs be convinced that his hand is 
moved by some secret, and to us who stand without, 
invisible direction.” Essays,” p. 76.) 

The s})irit of this is eminently aj)plicable to the 
comparative disproportions between tlic agent and 
the work of the German Reformation ; but still, in 
our passion for analogies, we may carry ourselves a 
little beyond the truth ; it is well therefore to re- 
member, that though it can only be said in a remote 
and indirect sense, that Luther’s mind was at all 
formed by the age in which he appeared, — yet had 
there been slow but certain influences at work, 
which seasoned the intellect and conscience of man- 
kind for the reception of his truths and doctrines. 
His own parents had caught the educational feeling 
that was then beginning to stir the humblest rank ; 
commerce and wealth were adding to the capacities, 
both social and political, of the j)rincipal towns ; and 
Pfizer tells us, that “ the imperial cities, of which 
there were at that time many, became the chief 
support, and sometimes even the nursery, of the 
Reformation ; wliile the ducal cities also asserted 
10 
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their rights, and stood forth as free and independent 
corporations/’ In addition to this, we must add that 
God had raised up from time to time direct wit- 
nesses for The Truth, and doctrinal pioneers who 
cried aloud in the papal wilderness, and helped to 
make straight a highway for the coming Gospel. 
Of these we may name the writer of the Sentences, 
Peter Lombard, who became popular in England ; 
and also helped to educate the reforming spirit of 
Wicklilfe. 

In the year 1501, Luther enters the University 
of Erfurt ; and from that period until what may be 
termed the great crisis of his life and the very 
hinge of destiny on which the intellectual and 
moral history of Europe turned, — his appearance 
at the Diet of Worms, — a devout believer in the 
superintendencies of Providence will trace with 
profound instruction, how admirably the discipline 
of Luther was preparing him for the transcendent 
vocation to which he was hereafter to be called. 
And everywhere, throughout all the varied trials, 
experiences, and circumstances through which tjie 
earnest-hearted monk was led, to his indignant 
defiance of Tetzel and his lying atrocities, — there is 
a perfect oneness of integrity, candour, and intense 
adherence to his own convictions, as maintained 
and manifested throughout his whole progress into 
the meridian light of liberty and truth. At this 
period pf his life too, we find that groundwork of 
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melancholy, arising from the felt inadequacy of mere 
scholastic philosophy, begins to be laid. And touch- 
ing indeed is the anecdote which informs us how, in 
one of his sicknesses, an old priest comforted him 
by words which the grateful Reformer never forgot : 
— Be of good cheer ! this sickness is not unto 
death ; our God will make of you a great man for 
the consolation of many of his people. Those whom 
the Lord loveth he bringeth early imder the cross, 
which is so profitable when borne with meekness.” 
In ir)()5, we find Luther, with all the rushing 
decision of his character, entering the Augustinian 
convent at Erfurt; and here, in the struggles of 
his bursting heart and bleeding conscience, we 
behold the commencement of that mysterious 
spiritual training wherewith God was especially 
educating him for liis apostolic work hereafter. But 
over this part of his life we need not linger; its 
princii)al features are well known. His sense of 
sin, going down like a withering fire to the 
very roots of an upbraiding conscience ; his 
t];ombling apprehension of the Infinite Jehovah ; 
his dim melancholy, and remote views of the 
riches of compassion in the heart of Christ ; his 
ignorance of justifying righteousness, according to 
the jurisprudence of Heaven ; and his terrible 
anguish arising from the blasting purity of a perfect 
and inflexible law, — all this is to be found in most 
of the popular histories of this wonderful and 
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original man. But what he thought of the monastic 
life, and the doctrines associated with its ascetic 
impostures, is, for many reasons, far too important 
not to be here introduced. “ I tormented myself,” 
he says, in one place, ‘‘ to death, to procure peace 
with God, and to my agitated conscience ; but, sur- 
rounded with hideous darkness, nowhere did I find 
peace.” — I confessed every day, but that availed me 
nothing. ^ See,’ I cried, ‘ behold me still envious, 
still irascible!’ ” At this period his friend Staupitz 
was far beyond Luther in clear insight into the 
essential verities of the Gospel. It is vain,” cries 
the Reformer to him, that I make promises to 
God ; sin ahyays gains the upper hand !” And to 
this, what nobler answer could a preacher of the 
Gospel return now ? “ Look to the wounds of 

Jesus Christ; confide in him, in the justness of his 
life, in the expiation of his death.” 

In allusion to this part of his life, Luther after- 
wards wrote, “ If ever a man passes the portals of 
heaven by monachism, I should also have gained 
admittance ; that testimonial all the holy brother- 
hood to whom I have been known give me.” From 
this period, then, until after his call to the chair at 
Wittemberg, by the Elector, until his return from 
his official journey to Rome, it is apparent that 
Luther was nursing no rebellious tendencies against 
the Church of Rome. On the contrary, in the 
preface to one of his works, with all the hare 
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honesty and blunt eccentricity which are so charac- 
teristic, he writes, I beg leave to assure the 
reader, that, when I assailed indulgences, I was a 
true monk and one of the most absurdly devoted 
l^apists ; so intoxicated, nay, even so drenched was I 
with the infallibility of the Pope, that I was almost 
prepared, if I had had it in my power, to kill, or 
assist in killing, any one who should, even by a 
syllable, refuse obedience to his will!” We quit 
this portion of the subject with one remark ; 
that a most eloquent contrast between two moral 
states, as experienced by the same mind, is afforded 
by the aspect of Luther, as a pale, emaciate, 
and spirit-broken monk, groping after God in 
the pages of a chained Bible found in his convent ; 
and a view of the same man when he was able to 
say,— not only that the Holy Ghost is greater 
than Aristotle,” (see his work on “ Babylonian 
Captivity,”) but with a fearlessness not unworthy 
the soul of St. Paul, If they were to make a 
fire between Witternberg and Worms, which should 
r^aeh to heaven, I would still appear in the name 
of the Lord, and enter the jaws of Behemoth, and, 
treading between his teeth, confess Christ, and 
leave him to do all his pleasure 1” Or, at a later 
period, when, on his return from the castle of the 
Wartburgh, he writes from Borna to the Elector, 
that he would not hesitate to go to Leipsic itself, 
though he were assured it would rain Duke Georges 
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for nine days running/’* His future braveries 
proved that this was no empty boast. And surely, 
if ever applicable to any man, Racine’s sublime 
description of one of his heroes may be safely 
engraven over the head and heart of Luther, 

“ He feared God, and he feared none besides/' 

In 1510, Luther receives his commission to 
Rome, touching some disputed points between the 
convents of his order and the vicar-general. And 
those who delight to recognise God in history, as 
well as man in action, cannot but admire the 
wonder-working hand of the Almighty, in so 
ordering the monk’s experience, that he who was 
hereafter to make Rome feel should first of 
all feel Rome in all her deep sensuality, sin, 
and shame. What were the feelings which 
agitated his tempestuous heart in his approach to 
the Capital of the Faith ! the Metropolis of Chris- 
tianity ! the Shrine of Apostles ! the Seat of Mar- 
tyrs! the Palace of Infallibility! and the august 

Mistress and Mother of all the Faithful! — those 

» 

who remember the man’s electrical enthusiasm, will 
easily imagine. Surely, never dreaming Moslem 
took his pilgrimage to Mecca with more impassioned 

* “ Sperni Ducis iras debere, coque sc esso animo, ut Lip- 
siam quoque intraturus esset idque facturum etsi novem 
diebis non nisi Georgias Duces plueret, quorum singuli hunc 
noviea seevitid superarent." Seckendorf^ c. 119, p. 195, 
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earnestness, or gazed on the embroidered towers of 
the sacred Kaba, — than he did on the dome of 
St. Peter’s, and the temples and towers of everlasting 
Rome ; or pressed the black stone of Gabriel there, 
with more venerating lip than he saluted the feet 
of the then pontiff, Julius the Second. Notwith- 
standing the old Latin Bible had somewhat quenched 
the spiritual thirstiness of his parched and fiery 
soul, — yet, alas ! was he in the very bondage of papal 
darkness and uncertainty. Still unto him was the 
Pope a talismanic name, at the sound of which all 
the chivalries of a blind but sincere devotion were 
at once awakened. When I first beheld Rome, I 
fell prostrate to the earth, and, raising my hands, 
exclaimed, God save thee, Rome, thou seat of the 
Holy One ! yea, thrice holy, from the blood of the 
sainted martyrs which had been shed within thy 
walls !” Such was then the salute he gave the 
nursing-mother of priestly simulations. — What a 
scene to the angels Luther’s entrance into that 
mystic Babel must have been ! And if Julius 
cqpld have foreseen the consequences hereafter 
developed from this visit, would he not have dropped 
the goblet from his jewelled hand ? And would not 
all the Epicurean monks and Laodicean cardinals 
round him have grown aghast, while their fancy 
saw a spectral hand inscribing on the wall, Ye 
are weighed in the balance, and found wanting ?” 

How important this pilgrimage to Rome was, 
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Luther’s own words well declare : — Since God 
has seen fit to engage me in all this detestable 
traffic, I would not now, for a hundred thousand 
guilders have omitted seeing Home ; for, otherwise, 

I should always have feared that I did violence and 
injustice to the Pope.” 

But notwithstanding the shock of surprise which 
the black and brutal abominations which then jirc- 
vailcd both in the court and Church of Home must 
have occasioned him ; and in spite of the recoil of 
disgust with which his genuine nature shrunk from 
the profanities and buffooneries which he witnessed 
on the jiart of the Italian priesthood, even when 
pretending to celebrate the tremendous mysteries of 
the altar ; notwithstanding all this, the bandage did 
not drop from the monk’s eyes ; and he returned to 
Wittemberg fully persuaded, amid all the counter- 
acting evidence, that the Pontiff was the head of 
infallibility and the heaven-appointed centre of unity 
and truth ! As to his spiritual estate at this time, 
he thus unveils it : — 

“ Though I was,*’ he says, “ a holy and [irreproachable 
monk, my conscience was yet full of disturbance and tor- 
ments. I could not bear the phrase, God’s justice. I did not 
love that just and holy God who punishes sinners: I was 
filled with a secret wrath against him : I hated him because, 
not content with terrifying with the law and with the 
miseries of life us wretched creatures, already lost through 
original sin, ho still more augmented our torment through the 
Gospel. . ; . But when, by the Spirit of God, I compre- 
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bended these words, when I learned how the sinner’s justifica- 
tion proceeds from the pure mercy of the Lord by means of 
faith . . . then I felt as it were a new man born within 

me, and I entered through wide-spread doors into the very 
paradise of God. I looked, too, thenceforth with quite other 
eyes on the beloved and Holy Scriptures ; I read through the 
whole Bible, and collected a great number of passages that 
taught me it was the work of God. And whereas I had 
before heartily hated the phrase, God’s justice, I now began 
to esteem and love it as the dearest and most consoling of 
expressions. In truth, this text of Paul’s was for me the 
true gate of paradise.” 

‘‘ I swear manfully to defend the Gospel of 
truth,”* was the oath which the Reformer took on 
being a licentiate in theology, in 1512. And right 
peacefully would he, and right manfully did he 
stand to his oath — ^if he had been allowed. So far 
was he from then wishing to disturbing the Church, 
and to disorganize its functions, that, till 1517, we 
find him tranquilly, but energetically, devoting 
himself to his duties as lecturer and minister in 
Wittemberg. Popular declamations, academic 
instructions, &c., together with an evangelic crusade 
aghinst Aristotle and Aquinas, absorbed him. 
It was in 1516, that the first disputation under 
his presiding sanction took place ; and the 
propositions or theses which one of his hearers, 
Bernhard, then supported in the hall of the 
university, may be said to contain the doctrinal 

* “ Juro me veritatem, viriliter defensurum.” 

T 
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results of the Reformation in germ. Let the reader 
waft himself back to the distance of three centuries, 
and then decide , — what was the cleaving energy 
and spiritual force of that mind, that even then 
forced its way over heaps of scholastic jargon and 
piles of priestly sophistry, to the pure glory 
and perfect simplicity of the Gospel, as exhibited 
in the following, among other propositions ; we take 
them from the first volume of his works in Latin, 
p. 1. (Ed. Jen.) 

“ Homo vetus, vanitas vanitatum, universaque vanitfis, 
reliquas quoqae creaturas, alioque boiuis, efficit vanas.’* 

“ Carnis nomine dicitur homo vetus, non tantum quid sen- 
suali concupisceritia ducitur, sed, (ctiamsi est castus, 8ai)iens, 
Justus) quid non ex Deo per spiritum renascitur.” 

Voluntas homine sine gratia non est libera, sed servit, 
licet non in vita.” 

“ Christus Jesus virtus nostra, justicia nostra, cordium et 
renum Scrutator, solus est cognitor meritorura nostrorum, ac 
judex.” 

Cum credent! omnia sint autore Christo, possibilia, super- 
sticiosum est humano arbitrio, aliis sanctis, alia deputari 
auxilia.” * 

* ** The old man is vanity of vanities *, he is the univeisal 
vanity ; and renders the other creatures vain, how good soever 
they be. 

The old man is called the flesh, not only because ho is 
led by the lusts of the senses, but still more because, even 
though he were chaste, prudent, and just, he is not born anew 
of God by the Spirit. 

“ The will of the man without grace is not free, but it is a 
slave, and is so of its own accord. 
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It was at this juncture that an ecclesiastical 
buffoon of the Dominican order, named John 
Tetzel, who was appointed by Albrecht of Mayence, 
the spiritual Elector, made his appearance in 
Germany, to market indulgences, for the sakes of 
the pope’s coffers and the prince’s pockets. And 
now, they have roused the lion at length ! By 
God’s will,” cries Luther, I will make a hole in 
his drum !” and verily, Luther, a large one you 
made ! The controversy that followed all this, 
the interviews and argumentations with Cajetan, 
Miltitz, and Eckius, are too well known to be 
introduced here. And yet, we would wish in this 
part of our review, to direct the attention of 
those who are tempted to believe that Luther 
was a mere ecclesiastical chartist, a reckless inno- 
vator, a hot-headed, headlong, and lawless monk, 
who rushed forward with the tomahawk of rebel- 
lion in his hand, against orders, degrees, and 
disciplines — to the fact that even now, (with all 
the infuriating yells of the base and hired Domi- 
nic n sounding in his cars) — Luther was no 
REBEL ; nor had he the slightest intention of inno- 

“ Jesus Christ our strength, our justice, he who tries the 
hearts and the reins, is the sole searcher and judge of our 
merits. 

“ Since all is possible through Christ to him who believes, 
it is superstition to seek other succour, whether in human will^ 
or in the saints.” 

T 2 
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rating on the order and peace of the Church. Part 
of the following letter is quoted by Du Pin (vol. iii. 
p. 156) ; it was addressed to Leo the Tenth, who at 
Jirst said, “ ^ Brother Martin is a man of very fine 
genius, and these squabbles are the mere eifusions 
of monastic envy;’ but who afterwards (when he 
felt his pontifical chair grow rather uncomfortable 
under his elegant ‘ Holiness’) altered his tune to 
‘ A drunken German has written them (the 
Theses) ; when he becomes sober, he will be of a 
different opinion.’ Methinks it would have been a 
fine thing for you, pampered Leo ! had you set the 
example; for -drunk you then assuredly were, with 
the fermenting vanities of pontifical assumption.” 
But let us have an extract from the said letter. 

“ What can I now do ? I cannot recall my assertions, and 
yet I see that I have excited a great prejudice against myself 
by this publication. I would willingly retire from tliis con- 
flict, as I am compelled, against my will, to hear the dangerous 
opinions of mankind, and more especially, })ecau8e I .am 
unlearned and inexperienced, and am too mean for such high 
affairs, particularly in this golden age, when the number of 
men of letters daily increases, so th.at were Cicero slill alive, 
he would quickly seek a corner in which to hide his head. 
But necessity impels me to come forward, who am but as a 
goose among the swans, that I may in some degree be recon- 
ciled to my opponents, and fulfil the wishes and demands of 
many of my friends in publishing my thoughts respecting 
indulgences. Therefore, most Holy Father, I cast myself at 
the feet of your Highness, and submit myself and all I pos- 
sess, to your disposal. Your Highness will do with me ac- 
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cording to your pleasure ; for to you it belongs to accept or 
to reject my cause, to pronounce me right or wrong, to give 
or to take my life. Whatever may be the result, I shall still 
esteem the voice of your Highness, the voice of Christ, acting 
and speaking through you. If 1 have merited death, 1 do 
not refuse to die, ' for the earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness 
thereof praised be his name for ever and for ever. Amen.** 

But the war is raging ; on the one side, stands 
the Miner’s son, firm and unflinching as granite, for 
the truth ; and on the other, — the Pope, the Devil, 
and the world, with all their pomps and braveries 
and threats, and arts, against him ! And yet, 
listen ! — how the monk will keep them all at bay ; 
shaking them off from him, like a stormful 
Boanerges, with indignant, but not ungraceful, 
determination. The glory of the Pontificate is 
departed. The wrath of God is come upon it for 
ever.” To every man I am prepared to give way 
in all things, but the Word of God I dare 
NEITHER abandon NOR DENY.” Now tlus pre- 
pares us for the scene that shortly followed. The 
iljfinitely miserable and detestable Bull of the Pope, 
having been at last promulgated by Eckius, and 
Luther’s writing being actually burnt in various 
towns, — the brave Martin is determined to have 
a bonfire too ; and as noble a one it shall be as ever 
sent up its flaming appeal to the skies ! On the 
10th of December an invitation is affixed to a 
black board for the students at Wittemberg to 



278 


THE REFORMER 


attend this Lutheran firework. And, lo ! at nine in 
the morning, just as the chime is sounding, forth 
cometh Luther from the Elster Gate, encircled by 
a goodly number of Doctors, Masters of Arts, and 
Students, and there ! — ^hark to the rejoicing crackle 
of the flames as they demolish with burning rapidity 
(as if they loved their work) Canon Law, Decretals, 
Clementines, the Extravagants, and parts of Eckius 
and Emser’s work. As soon as these are annihilated, 
forth steps Dr. Martin, holding the infamous 
Bull in his hand, and exclaiming aloud, “ Because 
thou hast grieved the saints of the Lord, so mayest 
thou be grieved and condemned by the everlasting 
fire.” 

But let us hasten to the last and loftiest in the train 
of those extraordinary events which belong to the 
public life of our immortal Ileresiarch.” “ Ye 
shall be brought before Governors and Kings for 
my sake,” — ^is about to receive a new illustration, in 
the fact that the son of a Saxon miner is about 
to stand front to front, with cheek unblanched, 
with brow unfallen, and with eye unquailing, in 
all the fearlessness of a free and genuine Man, 
before Charles the Fifth and his myrmidons and his 
court, in the imperial hall of Worms. In vain do 
boding voices and entreating solicitudes of friend- 
ship strive to prevent Luther’s obedience to the 
Emperor’s summons. The will of God be done ! 
Christ will give me his Spirit to overcome these 
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ininistors of Satan. I despise them while I live. I 
will triumph over them in death. They are striving 
hard at Worms to force me to recant. My recanta- 
tion shall be this I — I said formerly that the Pope 
was Christ’s vicar ; now I say that he is the Adver- 
sary of the Lord, and the Apostle of the Devil !” 
There’s a recantation for you ! framed according 
to the energies of as dauntless a spirit as ever 
glowed in the bosom of man for the cause almighty. 
But, Luther, what will they do with you when they 
catch you at Worms? They will burn you into 
silence, though they cannot beseech you into sub- 
mission! — what then? ^‘Mihi vero, aui vocatus 
SUM, decretum est, et certum ingredi urbem 

IN NOMINE JeSU ChRISTI, ETIAMSI SCIREM TOT 
DIABOLOS MI HI OPPOSITOS, UUOT SUNT TEGULiE IN 
OMNIBUS TOTITTS ORBIS TECTIS.”* 

And now hearken to the spirit of the chivalrous 
soldier of Christ, Ulric Ilutten. “ The Lord 

HEAR THEE IN THE DAY OF TROUBLE 1” Oh, 

beloved Luther, my venerated father, fear not! 
Stnnd firm — fight valiantly the battle of Christ?” 
Aou need not fear that, Ilutten; for Luther is a 
right proper man for the conflict before him ! The 

* “ I am resolved and determined to obey the summons, 
and enter the city in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ; 
thou^?h I were confronted by as many devils as there be 
roof-tiles on all the houses of the whole world.” — Luth, Op.^ 
vol. ii., Ed. Jen., p. 436. 
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result is known, — and felt too, as far almost as the 
tides of scriptural truth have since circulated. 
Amid the excited homage of thousands lining tlie 
streets, crowding the gardens, and covering the 
house-tops, — Luther is led to the imperial hall of the 
Diet ; and towards evening there stood forth, like 
another Paul before another Agrippa, and uttered 
words, whose undying majesty and truth have 
affected more than three hundred years with their 
consequences and charm. Here they are : — 
‘‘ Quando ergo Serenissima Majestas vestra, doini- 
nationes quce vest?*a, simplex responsum petuiity 
daho illud neque cornutum, neque dentatnm, in 
hunc modum. Nisi coiivictus fuero testimoniis 
Scripturarum, aut ratione evidente (nam neque 
papse, neque conciliis solis credo, cum constat eos 
errasse seepius, et sibipsis contra dixisse) victus 
sum Scripturis a me adductis, capta que est con- 
scientia in verbis Dei, revocare neque possum 
neque volo quidquam, cum contra conscientiain 
agere, neque tutum sit neque integrum. — Hier 
stehe ich : Ich kan nicht anders : Got helfe mir j 
Amen.”* 

* “ Since your Imperial Majesty and their Lordshifis, 
require a plain answer, I will give one which shall neither 
have horns nor teeth ; and that is, that unless I am con- 
vinced and overpowered by the testimony of’ Scripture, or by 
open, plain, and clear grounds and reasons, (for 1 will not 
pin my faith to either popes or councils alone, it being niani- 
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To retract, or not to retract — that was then the 
question for Luther. And we, who are now the 
intellectual and moral inheritors of all that his nega- 
tive then beciueathcd mankind, may well describe 
his bearing in this hour of magnificent trial, as the 
finest specimen of full-toned Manhood since the 
apostolic times. It was indeed the history of ages 
epitomized into a single breath ; and over the coro- 
nation of Principle which was then performed, the 
angels might again have awakened their song of 
entraucement — Good will to man !” Then was 
tlie world virtually advanced for centuries of moral 
freedom and intellectual expansion ; above all, then 
was the inviolable Ark of the human conscience 
enshrined in the reverence of centuries to come : 
for he who is a Helot in conscience, is a machine, 
and not a Man ; he has lost his spiritual personality, 
and henceforth may take his place upon the dunghill 
of all degeneracy and contempt. 

Perhaps the compound results of this memorable 
Diet cannot be better stated, than by accommodating 
'diem the following passage from VillePs Essay 

test as day that they have often erred, and contradicted 
themselves,) so that in the sentiments and dogmas which I 
have taught, I shall be convicted and set fast in my own con- 
science and by the Word of Clod, I can and will retract nothing ; 
because it is neither safe nor wise to do anything contrary to 
conscience. Here Island; I cannot do otherwise; so may God 
help me. Amen T' 
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on the Spirit, &c., of the Reformation/’ p. 296 — 
298 

“ It is, therefore, under this point of view that the Refor- 
mation must be considered as a necessary product of a new 
age, as a manifestation of a new spirit. What Dante and 
Petrarch were to poetry, Michael Angelo and Raphael to the 
arts of drawing, Bacon and Descartes to philosophy, Coper- 
nicus and Galileo to astronomy, Columbus and Gama to the 
science of the earth, such was Luther to religion. Organs of 
the universal mind, these eminent men expressed correctly 
what was lurking in a great number of their contemporaries, 
and at one stroke satisfied the wants of their time. As soon 
as the spark flashed from their genius, the flame, ready to 
appear, spread in all directions. What was only a prescience, 
a vague idea, insulated a number of heads, acquired a 
consistence, a fixed direction, appeared externally, was com- 
municated from individual to individual, and a continued 
chain connected all thinking minds. Such is the natural 
mode of the tacit conspiration which governs all reformations. 
Those eifected in the dominion of the arts and of the major 
part of the sciences, being foreign to the passions and to the 
volcanic commotions of the mtiss of the people, arc generally- 
accompanied by peace, and arc accomplished without causing 
the tears of humanity to flow. It could not be thus with that 
provoked by Luther. Religion was not then a simple 
opinion, a simple moral being ; it had an immense body 
which oppressed all the political bodies, which laid claim to 
all thrones, to all the possessions of the earth. At the first 
wound it felt, the colossus shuddered, and the world was 
shaken ; princes and nations flew to arms and engaged in a 
dreadful struggle — a struggle of opinions and interests, the 
results of which were so varied and so important. 

“ I have only sought to prove that, everything being 
balanced, and the definite account closed, this revolution 
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offers a surplus of good to humanity ; and finally that it must 
be ranked in the number of the major events which have 
contributed most powerfully to the progress of civilization and 
knowledge, not only in Europe, but in every part of the earth 
where Europeans have carried their culture.” 

Let us now take another and more internal view 
of this Martin Luther, and endeavour to trace a 
native harmony between the guiding principle and 
the manifested character of the man. The first trait 
that strikes us in perusing his “ Life and Letters” 
is, — the SIMPLE GRANDEUR OF HIS FAITH. There 
is a noble simplicity, a deep, intense, and over- 
powering earnestness and truthfulness about it, 
whereby you perceive at once that he was not 
merely an intellectual theologian, conversant with 
terms about God ; but a hearty, genuine, confiding 
realizer and appropriator of the revealed Godhead 
in Christ, to his individual consciousness and creed. 
He did, as it were, substantiate Divinity to his own 
experience ; and felt, that though in himself he was 
dust, ashes, and iniquity, yet in mystical one- 
ness with the Divine Head of the Body, he was an 
object of personal regard and providence in the 
counsels of Heaven. Hence (quaint as it is) who 
is surprised to hear him say, ‘Mf I rightly under- 
stood, and did believe only these few words, ^ Our 
F ather which art in heaven,’ then should I cer- 
tainly conclude with myself that I am (in a manner) 
a lord of heaven and earth, that Christ is my 
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brother, that Gabriel is my servant, and Raphael 
my coachman ; (!) that all the angels, in my neces- 
sities, are my attendants, for they are given unto me 
of iny Heavenly Father, to keep me in all my ways ; 
in short, it must needs follow that everything is 
mine^^ (CoUoquia MensaL) And still more charac- 
teristic of his persuasion that God individuated him 
for His own high purposes, is the following passage 
from his will, dated 1542. Lastly, I request, 
that as I have in this my will (not without a par- 
ticular reason) dispensed with the usual forms of 
law, that I may still be considered the person who 
in truth I am^ one ivell known in heaven^ and earthy 
and hell.'* And if we wish to know the secret of 
this sacred boldness in thus attaching himself to the 
throne of the Eternal, Vert Dietrich, his amanu- 
ensis will inlbrni us, who was with him in the castle 
of Coburg, while the Diet of Augsburg was sitting, 
and who speaks thus of Luther in a letter to 
Melancthon : I was once so fortunate as to hear 
him pray. But, God help me, what a spirit ! what 
FAITH ! was in his words ! He prayed so devoutly as 
one who addressed God, and so full of hope and 
confidence as one who converses with his father. 
My heart burned within* me for joy that he could 
speak so devoutly and yet so familiarly with God ; 
but especially that he so urged the promises in the 
Psalms, as if assured that all must come to pass that 
he desired.** In short, it appears that Luther did 
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not make religion his God, but made God his 
religion. With him, it was a Life, a Substance, a 
Reality, and a Truth. He acted as a man under 
the eye-beam of an observing God and ever-loving 
Parent ; and thus incarnated the glorious text of the 
chief among the apostles, “ I can do all things, 
through Christ that strengthens me I” And yet, 
we are bound to remember that this intense 
realization of Divinity and Eternity by faith, never 
led to fanatic lawlessness, or dreaming mysticism ; 
for while on the one hand he was firmly con- 
vinced, that on the sovereign will of the un- 
accountable Jehovah depended all the Possibilities 
and all the principles of things, — he never 
forgot ” that he who has predestinated events 
has also predestinated means ; and that as 

the one appertains to the ‘^secret things” above 
and beyond our intelligence to reach, so the other 
is revealed openly and plainly under the Throne, 
and brought into contact with duty and care. 
And therefore with all his reverential belief in 
Idle absolute pre-ordinations of God, you never 
find him rushing into reckless fanaticism, or 

mystical presumptions. His mind was too mus- 
cular, his heart too healthy, and his creed too 

orthodox, for such imbecile conduct. When 

they persecute you in this city, flee ye into 
another.” The Reformer assuredly acted in the 
spirit of our Lord’s precept. In himself he had 

10 
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no taste for amateur persecution and prisons ; there 
were no sickly vapours in his constitution ! the man 
was too honest to pretend he desired martyrdom ; 
and yet if a “ need-he ** had come before him in no 
([uestionable shape as the appointment of God, — 
assuredly he possessed an heroic sturdiness, and 
a spiritual invincibility of temperament which 
would have enabled him to face it. Paul and 
he in this respect are counterparts, considered 
in their human capacity as ])rivatc Christians. 
Events they knew to be God’s — duties they 
believed to be man’s ; and their absolute confidence 
as to the certainty of the one, never allowed them 
to abstain from prompt and practical obedience to 
the other. 

The next great principle which moulded the 
character of the Reformer, is connected with the 
Scriptures, as containing the Rule of Faith. On 
this subject, Seckendorf says, ‘‘ Buobus funda- 
mentis omnia scripta Lutheri dogmatica mnituntur ; 
affirmai ut certas et credendoy quee ex Saerd Scrip- 
turd probari possunt ; negat articulos fidei esse, 
qU(B ex Scripturd pro talibus, non possunt demon- 
strari'* Now in the result of their meaning, is not 
this in doctrinal consonance with the sixth article 
of our branch of the Catholic Church ? Holy 
Scripture contain eth all things necessary to Sal- 
vation ; so that whatsoever is not read therein, 
nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required 
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of any man that it should be believed as an article 
OF THE FAITH, or be thought requisite or necessary 
to salvation.” 

But while adopting the principle, that the Scrip- 
ture is a rule of faith in all essentials, Luther is 
by no means responsible for the multiform perver^ 
slons and exaggerations which have been deduced from^ 
or connected withy this great axiom of reason 
AND REVELATION. It would bc equally just to attri- 
bute to Lord Bacon’s system of induction, as applied 
to the interpretation of phenomena in the physical 
world, — all the distorted scepticism which has 
arisen from a false application of his philosophy to 
the science of internal consciousness, or mind. Let 
us hear some of Luther’s own sentiments on the 
Scriptures, and his view of the spirit and style in 
which they are to be consulted. “ Let us not lose 
the Blblcy but with all diligence, and in God’s 
I’JCAR, read and preach the same ; for if that remain- 
etli, flourisheth, and be taught, then all is safe ; she 
is the head and cirn)ress of all faculties and arts. 
If divinity falleth, then whatsoever remaineth 
besides, is nothing worth. Here we find no encou- 
ragement held out to a profane lawlessness in the 
reading of the Bible; but in another passage still 
more guarded is he, in alluding to the position of 
the heart and intellect before the revealed Will of 
the Almighty. “ Now we ought not to measure, 
censure, and understand Scripture according to 
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OUR OWN NATURAL SENSE AND REASON, l)Ut WC 

ought diligently^ by prayer, to meditate therein, 
and search into the same.” * Moreover, 

the Holy Ghost must he the only Master and 
Tutor, to teach us therein and search into the 
same ; and let youth and scholars not he ashamed to 
learn of this Tutor.” Again ; how vividly have tin* 
hearts of millions of the priests and kings in the 
mysteries of the sacred life, borne witness to the 
experimental reality of the following ! “I did not 
learn my divinity all at once, but was constrained 
to search deeper and deeper, to which my tempta- 
tions brought me ; for no man without tempta- 
tions can attain to the true understanding 
OF the Holy Scriptures.” And that Luther did 
7iot so hold the sufficiency of Scripture as the Hide 
of Faith, as to despise all authoritative deductions 
from it in the shape of creeds, &c., is apparent 
from another remark of his touching the Apostles’ 
Creed, in harmony with which the “ Consent of the 
Fathers” is to be reverently esteemed. I believe 
that the words of our Christian belief were in such 
sort ORDAINED BY THE APOSTLES, wlio Were together, 
and made this sweet symbolum so briefly and com- 
fortable. It is a work of the Holy S])iiit to describe 
these great things with such strong, brief, and 
mighty words. No human creatures besides the 
APOSTLES and the Holy Ghost, had been able to 
comprehend them in such manner ; no, not although 
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ten thousand worlds had studied to make them ; 
therefore the words therein ought to be well consi- 
dered. I cannot sufficiently admire the same. 

From truths and sentiments like these (which 
abound in the writings of Luther) an honest mind 
will at once derive an eloquent answer wherewith to 
refute the reckless assertion of the Romish assailants, 
who accuse Luther of being the great founder of 
s(df-willed fanaticism in the interpretation of Scrip- 
ture. This is far from being true ; for while on the 
one hand he strongly (severely at times) vindicates 
the inalienable prerogtative of the human conscience 
in matters of essential faith ; we do not find him at 
any one period of his life so asserting the inde- 
pendency of private judgment, as to hold out a 
spirit of lawless gratification to all the vagaries of 
heretical vanity, or intellectual conceit. But we 
may advance a step beyond this vindication of 
Luther's guarded view of the liberties of individual 
judgment in ascertaining the creed of tlm Bible, 
and prove that as the mad impetuosity of secta- 
r^aixS began to rage, convulse the Church, and 
threaten the entire structure of the reformed reli- 
gion, — Luther himself (at the expense of a minute 
consistency) had no objection to fall back on the 
veritable support of a “ quod ubique, quod semper, 
quod oh omnibus creditum est,*^ touching essentials 
in salvation. In the first place, we refer to a 
passage in the Augsburg Confession, which was 

u 
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based on the seventeen Articles drawn up by 
Luther. The following is in the conclusion of the 
first twenty-one Articles : “ This then is merely 
tlie sum of the doctrine which is taught and 
preached in our churches as genuine Christian 
instruction, and a solid foundation for peace of 
conscience, as well as for the edification of believers ; 
and since it is plainly founded on Holy Writ, and 
neither the miversaly nor even the Romish Churchy 
so far as can he gathered from the writings of the 
FatherSy is opposed to &c. But as au irrefragable 
proof that so far as it can be fairly ascertained, 
the unanimous consent of a Christian anticpiity 
was revered and respected by Luther, — ^we direct 
attention to a passage in reference to the sacra- 
mental dispute, after the death of Zuinglius, and 
written on the field of Kappal. “ Moreover, 
this doctrine is not an article or thesis bt^yond the 
Scriptures, the invention of man; but cstablislicd 
in the Gospel by the clear and undoubted words of 
Christ, and unanimously believed and held in 

ALL THE WORLD FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE 

Christian Church to this hour, as is shown 
IN the writings of the Fathers, in both the 
Greek and Latin languages,” &c. * * * 

“ which testimony of the entire holy Catholic Church, 
even if we had nothing more, would alone be suffi- 
cient to warrant an adherence to this article, lending 
no ear to wild fanatics. For it is terrible and dan- 
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geroua to believe or listen to what is contrary to the 
united testimony or doctrine of the entire holy 
Catholic Churchy maintained and published through- 
out the world for fifteen hundred years. / had 
rather have against me the testimony of all fnnaticsy 
and all the wisdom of emperors, kings, and pj'inces, 
than one iota, or tittle of the entire holy Catholic 
Church : for articles of faith thus unanimously and 
universally maintained, may not be trifled with, like 
papal bulls or imperial decrees, or even human tra- 
dition of councils, or the Fathers ^ The applica- 
tion of this principle of reference to Catholic testi- 
mony, is a distinct question from the recognition 
of it as an clement in controversy. From the 
above, it is obvious that those who appeal to 
Luther as a mere ecclesiastical anarch, do so with 
much injustice to his character, under a misappre- 
hension of his real views. 

The disasters, heresies, and corruptions arising 
from the liberty of private judgment,” form a 
darling theme for the Komisli controvcrsalist. But 
(4ven if we were inclined to admit his argument, and 
acknowledge his inferences, it would not tend in the 
slightest manner to alleviate the criminality of the 
Homan Dissent in its treatment of the Scriptures. 
For under the pretence and cloak of honouring 
them with intellectual reverence and spiritual 
homage, Borne has contrived to do more for 
dethroning the Bible from the heart of mankind, 

u 2 
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than all the unveiled blasphemies [and undisguised 
attacks of the infidel and sensualist. Indeed (if 
reduced into their expressive results) the Trentinci 
doctrines seem to amount to this — not only that she 
alone is the infallible expositor of Almighty truth ; 
but that God’s utterances require to pass through 
the revising channel of the Church, before they 
can be adapted to the minds of the people ! — thus 
involving the stupendous falsehood, that the Church 
(which is a mere creature) has been more solicitous 
for the INTERPRETATION of Scripturc, than God 
himself has been for the revelation of the same ! 
However, this is not the place to discuss the great 
distinction between the Catholic soundness of the 
Church of England, in contrast with the ww-Catho- 
lic sophistries of Romo, concerning the free circula- 
tion of the Bible, as far as the pulsations of the 
human spirit extend. Nor need we comment on 
the gross blunder of her endeavours to u])hold the 
most fulsome of all lying impostures, Infallibility,” 
l)y appealing in the same breath to reason — in 
order to justify her pretensions ; and against it, to 
protect her doctrines ! In other words, she argues 
with our to convince us of our infallibility^ 
and denies Scripturc to be the rule of faith, while 
at the same time she directs us to that same Scrip- 
ture as a reasonable proof for herself as a guide, and 
against itself as a rule ! But we will just venture 
to remind the reader, that so far from having 
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designed to protect Scripture by her system of 
reserve and priestly limitation, the Church of 
Rome has only avoided the Bible on the same 
principle as the thief flies from the police, — to 
escape detection. Secondly, in reference to her 
being the authorized interpreter of the Holy 
Volume — either she has, or she has not, an infallible 
interpretation : if she has^ then is she a robber, 
in keeping the richest of all blessings from the 
hearts and consciences of her people ; if she has 
not such an interpretation, — then may we adopt the 
fearless language of Scripture, and say, she “lies, 
and the truth is not in her.” Thirdly, we are 
bound to remember that the heresies which have 
infected the Church arose, not from the perversion 
of a circulated Scripture in the hands of the 
people ; but rather from the ambition, pride, envy, 
and rancour of wily monks, schismatic deacons, 
envious presbyters, and in some cases, of rival 
bishops. Fourthly, the whole spirit of pure 
Catholicism implies, that the real way to pro- 
tect THE Bible is to circulate it; and that 
the true victory over heresy, is to be maintained 
not by keeping the Scriptures from contact with 
the popular mind, but rather by imbuing the heart 
of the empire more vitally, radically, and experi- 
mentally with their divine influence, doctrine, and 
verity. “ The entrance of Thy Word giveth 
LIGHT, it giveth understanding to the simple Thus 



294 


THE REFORMER 


saith a spiritual hymn, chanted by Inspiration to 
the glory of Kevclation ; and there is more than 
enough in this cfinon of the Almighty to answer all 
the sophistries urged against the darkness, difficulty, 
and danger of consulting the Bible. Fifthly, let the 
genuine Protestant remember, that there is a 
leading fallacy running through the entire argu- 
ment of the Romish Church on the “ Rule of 
Faith.” When the English Catholic pleads for 
the Bible, as the ground of his faith, he does not 
mean to assert the unfailing efficiency, but the 
universal sufficiency of the Scriptures, as his guide 
to salvation : that is, he does not confound Scrip- 
ture as fallibly interpreted by the individual mind, 
with the same as infallibly communicated by God. 
And this remark conducts us to the last we shall 
venture to offer on the subject ; namely — that 
unless we are to imagine the mind of man to 
be reduced into mere intellectual machinery, worked 
and wielded by a resistless impulse from above, 
a rule of faith absolutely and universally incapable 
of abuse, cannot in the very nature of the casp 
be given even by the Supreme Himself. For it 
is not in moral, as in physical remedies ; in the 
latter, the test of their adequacy lies in the positive 
harmony between the means and the result attained. 
For instance, the certain power of medicine can 
only be proved by a corresponding amount of cure ; 
and in proportion as the cure is not effected, we 
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may assert that the adequacy of the medicine in 
this respect is unproven. But in the former case 
(that of moral remedies) this reasoning is falla- 
cious. Here in order to prove that a remedy 
is sufficient i it is not necessary to show that inva- 
riably it is successful; because unless man is to 
be degraded into an automaton, there must always 
remain in him (even to the last) under every reme- 
dial process, a positive amount of election or moral 
responsibility ; so that he can, if he willy resist 
the evidence that is brought before him. And 
this holds in Scripture. We claim for it infalli- 
bility, as a rule of faith in all the essentials of 
salvation. But we do not mean by this, that 
to all it will prove an efficient guidance : 
because we arc aware that man, as a rational 
and accountable agent, must be allowed even in 
the things of eternity to exercise his moral 
nature responsibly, or cease to exercise it at all. 
If therefore (which we are far from granting) 
the Romish controversialists could show that the 
^ principles of the Reformation, as maintained by 
Luther and held ])y the Church of England, 
concerning the right of reading the Scriptures, 
had been a thousand times more abused to heresy 
and schism than they have been, — the\j would still 
leave the whole argument for the sufficiency of 
Scripture as a Rule of Faithy unviolated aad 
unmoved. For the Bible’s sufficiency depends not 
on the reception with which it is greeted by man ; 
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but rather' on the real suitability of its doctrines, 
promises, and principles, to the condition of our 
nature, as contemplated by God. And thus 
while we plead for all the fulness of divine 
inspiration, we expect to the last it will be 
perpetually frustrated by all the vileness of human 
perversion. 

We now revert to another view of the man 
Luther, and are struck with the truth of a remark 
made by Coleridge, in the curious parallelism 
which he has instituted between the Apostle of 
the French Revolution, and the Apostle of the 
German Reformation. “ Each (i.c., Rousseau and 
Luther) referred all things to his own ideal. The 
ideal was indeed widely difPerent in the one and in 
the other ; and tliis was not the least of Luther’s 
many advantages, or, to use a favourite phrase of 
his own, not one of his least favours of prevailing 
grace- Happily for him, he had derived his 
standard from a common measure already received 
by the good and wise ; I mean, the inspired 
writings.” In other words, God’s actual was , 
Luther’s ideal; or we may assert that the sym- 
metries, splendors, and prerogatives of the Church 
of Christ, as realized in Scripture, in distinction 
from the mean emasculate and vitiated Thing, 
which then presented itself to the scorn of the 
holy, and the sneer of the unbelieving, — gradually 
took possession of the Reformer’s mind ; and 
deepened more and more his spiritual yearnings 
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that what was described as a pure and perfect 
Church in the letter of the Bible, should find its 
actual counterpart in the visible Church. In Jiddi- 
tion to this, we perceive that as the doctrines of the 
lleformation began to spread and the hopes of the 
good to brighten, under their diffusion a principle 
of sacred energy (almost amounting to enthusiasm) 
inspired the heart of Luther at times ; till he rose 
to the style of a prophet, and spake like one who 
felt himself summoned to a lofty work, and whose 
mission was more and more consecrated by an 
Impulse from above. Luther,’’ says one whom 
we have often quoted in this volume, “ did not 
ivrlte, but acted Poems.” And thus to him may 
be well applied a remark of Victor Cousin’s (see 
‘‘ Exposition of Electicism”), Humanity is 
inspired. The divine breath which is in it, always 
and everywhere reveals to it all truths under one 
form or another, according to the place and time. 
The soul of humanity is a poetical soul, which 
discovers in itself the secrets of beings, and gives 
utterance to them in prophetic chants which ring 
from age to age.” 

This strong belief in the predestinating ordi- 
nance of God, together with the innate poetry 
of his highly susceptible heart, will explain 
the oracular style in which Luther sometimes 
expresses himself. With little men, or with minds 
whose faculty was less gigantic, or whose feelings 
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were less imaginative, this mode of expression 
would often seem inflated and arrogant. But in 
Luther’s case, we do not feel thus. He wrote, 
spake, and acted, as ‘‘ one well known in Earth, 
and Heaven, and Hell 

But we must not dilate here ; and therefore 
will just add, that when wc analyse the character 
of the Reformer as a man, — next to tlie Idealism of 
his nature, we delight to recognise the exquisite 
sociality of his temperament. There was no asceti- 
cism, cant, or pharisaic airs and graces about him. He 
hated trick, pomposity, and pretension ; and shook 
from him with a hearty disdain all those mean 
accompaniments which appertain to the mere drama 
of external piety, but have nothing to do with the 
healthful spirituality of the genuine Christian. At 
the fireside, in the bosom of his family, or amid the 
circle of attached friends, — Luther seems to have 
been the very fascination of companionship. He 
could laugh, and sing, and converse ; utter his 
witticisms, and throw forth those gleams and 
sparkles of innocent mirth, which the hypocrite, 
or mere practiser of religious pantomime, can 
neither admire nor understand. And then what 
bursts and outbreaks of thrilling pathos, and 
poetic feeling, and impassioned enthusiasm were 
blent with all this! Truly it was worth a walk 
of some few hundred miles to have heard Doctor 
Martin hold his vivid conversations with those 
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assembled round his family board ; and there 
behold the same man, whose unquailing heart had 
faced and fronted all the batteries of Rome, sub- 
siding into the laughing simplicity of childhood and 
mirth. 

But Luther’s radiant happiness arose not only 
from the fervour and freshness of an clastic tem- 
perament, but his very religion was the divinity of 
joy. He was a pardoned man ; and felt himself 
to be so on the intelligible b?isis of Gospel truth, 
and therefore had (with some intermissions) joy 
and peace in believing.” With him, Christianity 
was not an insulated act, a sacramental rite, or an 
observed institute alone ; it was far more than 
this, — it was a renewal of natur?:, evidenced by 
all the tangible experiences of a new life : it was 
“ Christ within, the hope of glory.” He Iwed 
up to what he believed ; and thus there is a 
spiritual ease, heartiness, and simplicity in all the 
motions of this man’s religious character. Reli- 
gion was not put on him by imitative effort, 
J)ut put into him by efficient grace. And hence 
the sociality of the man was not checked or 
chilled by the sanctity of the Christian ; but 
on the contrary, expanded, purified, and enno- 
bled by being brought into contact with it. 
All relations were redeemed into him in Christ ; 
and he had learned the blessed science of con- 
necting every thing with the atoning purchase 
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of the Saviour’s blood. As to the honesty, 
unworldlincss, and thorough-paced integrity of 
Luther, — even the bitterest of his Jesuitical foes 
have admitted this. He never defiled himself with 
the “ Mammon of unrighteousness ; ” but lived 
in the main a poor man all his days, perpetually 
refusing imperial bounties and aid. Moreover 
we must not omit to remark, in this glance at 
Liuther’s private character, — how strangely and 
almost mysteriously the chords of his whole spiritual 
and moral being vibrated to the appeals of melody. 
In fact, to him music was almost the religion of 
sound ; it hovered, and trembled, and played like 
a subtle and subduing magic over his fine imagi- 
nation, and seemed to have an effect upon his wasted 
mind, — akin to that which the balm breeze beauty 
of a rustic walk in the May-time have upon a 
convalescent frame. 

And yet, it was not all cloudless ether with the 
experience of Luther. Towards the close of his 
eventful life, some of those dark melancholies and 
dreary pangs which preyed upon his youth, revived ^ 
and threw round his latter days shades of sadness 
beyond the sunbeams of this world to dissipate. Nor 
were his solicitudes reasonless. The political aspect 
of Germany threatened with a rising war ; the 
rabid animosities of the papal party ; some doubts 
as to his own conduct in the Schmalcaldic League ; 
the harassing vexations connected with the sacra- 
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mentarian controversy ; together with the debilities 
attendant on exhausted health and shattered nerves ; 
— all this will easily explain those bodements and 
complainings which characterized the few last years 
of his life. But this explanation does not alleviate 
the keenness of our sympathy, while we listen to 
the wails of a heart at times half-broken, and the 
piniiigs of a spirit wearied and worn almost to the 
roots, — when we connect them with the former 
heroism of his high career. Yet be it remem- 
bered, Luther’s melancholy was not the repining 
fretfulncss of the mere sentimentalist ; much less 
was it the sore rebellion of a spirit that was so 
wedded to this world, as to he reluctant to pass into 
another. Far otherwise : he often devoutly wished 
to depart, and be at peace and that too, in 
the traiupiil magnanimity of one who knew “ in 
WHOM he had trusted.” Bead for instance the 
last farewell he gave to his friend Pomeranns, for 
his beloved Kctha, when he apprehended his speedy 
death : 

• “ Tell her, that she must bear patiently our separation, and 
remember with gratitude that we have lived together for 
twelve years in peace and happiness. She has been to me,” 
he continued, “ not alone a faitlifiil wife, and nursed and 
attended me with constant fidelity, but she has shown all the 
obedience of a willing servant. Cod will reward her in the 
great day, and enable her also to bring up our children as 
is suitable and proper. Take, also, my parting benediction 
to the servants of God’s Word, and to the citizens of Wit- 
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temberg, whose kindness I have so often experienced ; take 
my respectful farewell to our right worshipful Elector, my 
gracious mjister, and to the Landgrave, and tell them not 
to despond, but be of good courage. I am ready to die, 
if it be the will of my Master ; yet I would gladly have 
lived till Whitsuntide, that I might have published once 
more my accusations of the Homan beast — the pope and his 
kingdom.’’ 

There now remain two or three subjects, on each 
of which, as emanating from, or conneeted with the 
character, principles, and sentiments of Luther, — we 
will venture to offer a running comment. The first 
is, Satanic agency andPersonality. Noonethen 
we presume, can take even a rapid and superficial 
glance at the writings and letters of Luther, without 
being struck with the bold prominence and uncom- 
promising simplicity of statement with which tlie 
Reformer ever introduces his allusions to the Evil 
One. For instance, in his Patmos, on hearing of 
the dissenting tumults and disorganizing heresies of 
Carolstadt, he writes thus to his Royal defender : — 
“ Other agemts besides merely human are at work. 
Don’t be afraid, but be prepared for more eventi^ 
of this sort. This is oidy the beginning of the 
business : Satan intends to carry matters much 
further yet. Believe me in what I now say ; I am 
but a plain, simple man ; however I know something 
of the artSi^ &c. Almost countless indeed arc the 
references made by Luther to Satanic temptation, 
guile, and dominion over the hearts and purposes of 
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evil men. And here it is that the majority of those 
who have written on Luther, have thought it right 
to say a great many soft things, and utter many 
aj)ologetic tones about the dreaminess of the German 
mind, superstitions of a barbarous age, heats of ima- 
ginations, relies of popish darkness, &c. ; all of which 
if concentrated into a moral result, seem to amount 
to this — that though Luther was indeed a brave man 
and a great one, yet in all his ideas and creed con- 
cerning the devil there is much to be lamented as 
savouring of that religious imbecility which borders 
on fanaticism and superstition. Now with all 
deference to these writers, the (piestion may fairly 
be asked, whether on the whole Luther be not 
justified by Scripture, as to his principal doctrines 
concerning tlie agency of Satan in the affairs of this 
fallen Creation ? Let it be ‘fillowed (as indeed all 
s^er Christians readily grant) that in his ideas of 
visible and personal Manifestation of the Evil 
One, the lleformer was under the illusion of an 
over-heated brain ; yet when we are assured by 
the infallible Spirit of God, for this purpose 
the Son of God was manifested, that He might 
destroy the Works of the Devil when we 
call to mind that Christ Himself was humanly 
placed in a perpetual antagonism with Satan, and 
warned a disciple that “ Satan” had desired” to 
have him, that he might sift him ‘‘ like wheat ;” 
and finally, when we recollect the inspired 
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teachings of one who in many respects (when 
regarded in his individual experience) resembled 
Luther, both before and after his conversion, — even 
those of St. Paul : when we do this, and look 
fairly and honestly in the face of the matter, few 
Christians who take their entire theology from the 
revelation of God and not from the reasoning 
of man, — will hesitate to admit that Luther is not 
an object of pity for his belief in the constant agency 
and actual personality of Satan. On the contrary, 
he will rather admire and reverence the glorious 
simplicity of a great Mind, that was enabled by 
divine grace to watch and pray,’^ that it entered 
not into temptation ; and which was deeply con- 
vinced that if the Master was tempted, and tried, 
and wrung by the Evil One, it was not to be 
doubted that his disciples should be subjected to an 
experience like his own. 

And who will deny (except those who consuler 
God’s solemnities to be man’s frivolities) that a 
penetrating conviction that Satan is no theological 
Abstraction conjured up from the depths of supeif- 
stitiou ; but an actual, living, intellectual Person, 
moving to and fro among the hearts and homes of 
mankind, curtained with immateriality, — who will 
deny that such a conviction received into the 
public mind, would operate with power upon Chris- 
tian vigilance and warfare ? Surely it appertains to 
the infidelity of a professing Church, that while in 

6 
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Scripture wc arc perpetually warned to ‘‘ resist 
THE DEVIL,” — ^in the common experience of man- 
kind, Satan is allegorized away into a terrible 
Nonentity ; while (as might be expected) the entire 
subject of Hell is smiled down by the sneer of the 
sceptic, as the imbecility of a childish mind, or the 
bugbear of a weak and womanish heart. Yet amid 
all this, the truth of God touching Satanic agency 
remains unshaken ; and albeit that agency be inex- 
])lieable in the mystery of its principle, it is highly 
practicable in the doctrine of its application. Still 
is it a scri[»tural revelation, that this creation is the 
haunts of Devils ; and is esj)ecially tried and tempted 
by a vast and immitigable Adversary, moving in- 
audibly around us with a sleepless appetite for the 
ruin of souls, acting on us through sensible media, 
and in us by moral and mental delusion. And 
would to God the Devil were more preached, pro- 
claimed, and all liis infernal wiles more scripturally 
and fait]\fully set before the people ! Then W'Ould 
our Christianity become not a mere nominal dis- 
^nction, but a fnit contest ; and instead of coolly 
resolving the doctrines of St. Paul when speaking 
of the Evil One, into a metaphor, wo .should realize 
their counterpart in our own experience, and pro- 
nounce them — description. 

Wc need hardly say, that the wish to resolve the 
statements of the Bible concerning a Personal Satan 
into mere Orientalisms or poetical impersonations. 


X 
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is to be traced to the native dislike of the unrenewed 
heart to admit into its experience any principle that 
calls for reasoning pride” to submit itself, and be 
dumb before God. But beyond this, no thoughtful 
watcher over the times can hesitate to allow that 
for the last twenty years the habits, literature, 
science, and philosophy of this country have been 
gravitating with a fearful impetus towards the adoj)- 
tion of a Sensual Heresy ; or towards the practical 
belief that the Real is hounded by the Visible ; and 
that no evidence that docs not thrill our mate- 
rialism (in some mode or other) can be admitted by 
a truly philosophic mind. Thus the hands, and eyes, 
and ears are lifted into a more than logical dominion 
over the intellect ; and Faith, or ‘‘ the evidence of 
things not seen,” ceases to be retained in the 
canons of our world's orthodoxy. For much of 
this infidel carnality we are indebted to that heart- 
less libel on all that is spiritual in taste and })ure 
in feeling, Utilitarianism : — a system that concen- 
trates within its grasp the elements of a most 
debasing grossness ; adapted only to a world peopled 
with bodies out of which the soul has been 
evaporated ; and which, if carried out in all the 
fearless enormity of its principles, would speedily 
transform the Empire into a mere national shop, 
and Creation into a huge warehouse. There is 
however one encouragement derived even from the 
cultivation of the physical sciences themselves — 
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viz., that true pliilosophy cannot receive a single 
PRINCIPLE into its system, without authenticating 
the REALITY OF THE INVISIBLE. For after all, what 
is electricity, chemical affinity, and galvanism, and 
gravitation, — hut the expression of something that 
is UNSEEN, of which all the visible phenomena of 
matter and sensitive life arc only the tokens and 
SIGNIFICANCES? Physical Science therefore, if 
consistently faithful to the law of analogy, cannot 
reject the statements of Scripture with reference 
(‘ithcr to the Deity or the Devil, ilu* simiile 
tjmuml of iHrlsibiUhj ; inasmuch as science it*;elf 
(‘annot p.i'ist without a belief in the unseen presi- 
dency of some master Jh-inciplc. 

We now revert to a second subject, and in r(*gard 
to which the sentiments of Luther are frequently 
set forth with masculine force and amazing 
beauty : — we mean, the sacramental meanings of 

THIS VISIBLE CREATION, IN CONNEXION WHTH, AND 
IN SUBSERVIENCE TO, THE CrOSS OF OUR DlVINE 
Redeemer. In other words, the author desires 
Vith unaffected reverence to illustrate to others 
and to himself — the exceeding glory of Messiah, 
not only as the source of all spiritual good ; but as 
the anointed King, and ever-present, ever-active, 
and ever-prevailing Administrator of all our 
mercies in Providence, and all our enjoyments in 
the august Theatre of nature. 

We consider therefore that those who realize 

X 2 
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this transcendent verity, will readily grant that 
both piety and poetry may find the elements of 
divines t beauty, pathos, and grandeur in the creed 
— that all things are instinct with Christ ; and 
that all our mercies in IIis merit live and move 
and have their being. But especially with regard 
to the harmonics and sublimities of the natural 
cre«ation, from which Religion, Philosophy, Science, 
and Poetry are wont to derive so much food for 
their high purposes, — may we not regret that the 
Christ-God is not more intelligibly and expressly 
referred to ? Are we not too apt to mistake the 
sounding orthodoxy of the mere i^anie of God, 
when we use it with as much cold apathy, or with 
as much blind negation of belief as that which an 
elegant pagan would Inive done, when philosophizing 
on a first cause ? For let it be considered, 1 . That 
the world was created hy Christ. 2. That it was 
so created for Him. 3, That it is perpetually sus- 
tained hj Him. 4. He endows it with all its 
powers and attrtbutes ; and then, the conelusion is 
natural — that its object is to be a visible niediuid 
for assisting the Senses into religion, and making 
even Matter preach lessons of (Christianity to the 
regenerated Mind. It is thus that we may reve- 
rence the whole Creation as an expressive Emui.em, 
and kind of sacramental Type of the marvels and 
mysteries and mercies of Redcmiptioii. The earth 
is a huge Parable of hidden truth, of which the 
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('ross is the noblest exposition. And even as a 
iinman face when cold and dead, or mindless and 
meaningless, may he contrasted with the same 
countenance when lighted up with all the living 
play of intellect, and radiant in every line with the 
lustre of the spirit ; — so are the Forms of outward 
nature around us little else but a torpid mystery of 
matter, till the glory of Christ is reflected upon 
them, and with animating beauty rpiickens and 
transforms the whole. Thanks he to the Gospel 
for this great discovery — that All Things were 
created «y Him and for Him !” Why there is 
more profound philosophy enshrined in these syl- 
lables than Plato ever dreamt, Socrates taught, or 
Newton discovered. 13y him and for him,” — 
here both the origin and design of creation are 
inagniflcently unveiled. x\nd moreover, we may 
(loctrinally infer that the ‘‘ invisible Things” of 
the Saviour are clearly seen” by the Things 
which are made. The world of Matter becomes a 
typical counterpart to the world of mind ; and the 
relation betw(‘en them is not one of metaphorical 
aeeident, but arises from a divinely established 
connexion between the two. In a word, if we 
surrender our hearts to this august philosophy of 
the Gospel, both Christian and poet may alike so 
have the eye of their Faith unfilmed of earthly 
mist, as Anally to perceive the entire creation 
transmuted into a mute Christianity , — a parable of 
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eloquent MnteriaUsmi where from the sun in the 
heavens to the insect on the earth, there is to be 
detected a designed analogy between the outward 
sign which the Sense apprehends, and some inward 
significance which the Intellect is to receive. 

And now, in conclusion, let us offer a few 
remarks on the boasted Unity of the Romish 
Church. That this unity is not that of spiritual 
life in the soul, but rather that of death ; that it is 
“ not a natural union j)roduced by the aetive heat 
of the spirit, but a confusion arising from the want 
of it — not a knitting together, but a freezing 
together, as cold congregates all bodies, how 
heterogeneous soever, sticks, stones, and water,” 
(Coleridge’s ‘‘ Aids to Reflection,” p. 73,) is 
perfectly true : but notwithstanding this, the 
artificial cement has succeeded admirably well for 
all outward and aggressive movement ; and thus in 
comparison with our Babcl-tongued and multiform 
Sectarianism, the Church of Rome has contrived to 
stand fortli as the fairest Image of external unity 
which the world has witnessed ; and by this ex- 
cellent TRICK, has managed to pass off her fictitious 
concord for that higher and holier (both visibly 
and invisibly contemplated) Union, in behalf of 
which the Redeemer Himself petitioned. But we 
shall here avail ourselves of two writers, who in 
allusion to this, and some of its consequences and 
principles, — have thrown out thoughts worthy our 
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deepest attention. The first is from a volume of 
“ Essays,” by the Kev. Henry Woodward. 

“ The high claims of the Romish Church have always ap- 
poared to me, not so much absurd in theory as in point 
OF FACT. That the Church which the Son of Cod came down 
t o establish upon earth, should possess such powers and pre- 
rogatives as the Papacy assumes, is what any man reasoning, 
f) priori, would suppose.” If the Church of Christ had, in 
her corporate atul visilde capacity, always kept herself unde- 
Hlcd and pure, she would have been arrayed in the very 
attributes winch the Church of Rome vainly and arrogantly 
pretends to. * • * * There is a secret charm in Popery, 

a contrivance in the system, by which the machinery can 
work itself, in spite of the misconduct or mismanagement of 
its agents. This inherent power binds its votaries as by a 
magic spell. Whence, then, hath the Church of Rome this 
wisdom, and these mighty works ? My own belief is, that 
tlie foundations of her system are laid in the wisdom of God.” 
(pp. go, After analyzing the genius of Judaism, Mr. 

Woodward, from whose interesting and thoughtful “ Essay” 
the above extracts are taken, sums up his estimate 
of the necromancy of Romanism, by stating bis belief tliat 

“ THE DEVIL, AS HIS LAST AND BEST EXPEDIENT, BBOUUHT 

IN Judaism aoain, under the name and title op the 
('ATHOL ie Church.” 

Our second is from Edward Irvii^, a man of 
brave heart, mighty spirit, and splendid imagina- 
tion ; and adorned moreover with powers of 
eloquence and thought,, of the highest order: a 
lieing whom Martin Luther would have delighted 
to embrace and welcome ; but one, unfortu- 
nately, whose fearful speculations on the peccant 
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Immanity” of Christ, and whose insane parodies on 
the Gift of Tongues/’ in ’his closing days, 
abridged his usefulness, embittered his life, and 
left a cloud on a Name, which, in many respects, 
deserves to he ludd in grateful rcmemhraiicc. The 
passage is long, but assuredly it puts the subject 
of Romish influence in somewhat a new and start- 
ling light. 

“ Tho Popedom, if it had not been a usurputioii, would have 
beeji the fullest and fairest model of tho kingdom of Christ 
which hath been ever exhibited; having in it the absoluteness 
of power, coml)ined with the holiness of priesthood ; being the 
very form of our Mclehizedek, a priest upon his throne; who, 
■without armies and without expenses, by nuncios and legates 
merely, did acc()rii[)lish the same ends which the absolute 
kings did acconij)lish by force ; who did establish hirns(?lf upon 
the earth, not only as the object of dread, but likewise as tlu' 
object of reverence, bringing under his dominion the Emperor 
who represented the last and most enlarged of the autocratic 
dominations ; and not only so, but lie did make himself to be 
revered by all the people, insomuch that his pontifical word 
could dissolve allegiance and abolish natural tie's, lie even 
attained unto the claim of absolving from all guilt, of dis- 
pensing from all obligation ; and his word canonized saints, 
dispensed righteousness, changed laws and time, and otherwise 
usurped the office of Christ, the Ruler of the earth, and the 
Dispenser of the Divine will. And into liis city downed the 
riches of the (xcntiles, and up to his city vicni the most lioly 
of the people. Yet he himself removed not thence, neither 
showed himself openly, save at the high solemnity, when the 
assembled myriads knelt before him, and he bestowed u])()n 
them his blessing, as the blessing of God. Time would fail 
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me to explain, point by point, this full-lengtli portraiture of 
our true Melchizcdek ; which, had it been an idea written in 
a book, and held up unto the Church as the great object of its 
hope, would have been the greatest, the noblest, the best per- 
formance of piety and wisdom ; but, being a reality embodied 
unto sense, a pageant contrived by the devil and informed by 
a man, is the fiend’s arch-mock, the masterpiece of delusion, 
the consummation of idolatry, the most daring attempt of 
men and devils to parody the purpose of God, and destroy the 
expectation and desire of the whole earth. If idolatry before 
tlie coming of Christ was the great object of Divine hatred 
and prevention because it attempted to inculcate the great 
secret before the time, by giving form unto God before he had 
taken form in the seed of the woman, and so anticipating the 
glory set apart for his Son, as the Eikon^ or statue, of the in- 
visil>le God ; so, after (Mirist, the image of the invisible God, 
had been manifested in humilitj^ together with a promise of 
bringing him in the second time in glory, then it became the 
great act of sacrilege to attcmi)t, by any device, to forestal, or 
upon any person to fix, that glory which (Jod hath reserved 
for his Son ; whereof, indeed, every baptized man is consti- 
tuted a witness, having the Holy Ghost given unto him, as his 
earnest, that he himself shall in the like glory appear ; but if, 
instead of witnessing that tlie rriest-King, the rnfallible, tbe 
jM3Solutc, is not yet in the world ; wc do give that honour to 
|i man like unto ourselves, who is in the w'orld, or oppose him 
lu.t unto the death who claimeth it ; then, I say, are we guilty 
of a tenfold sacrilege and a tenfold idolatry, and are servants 
of Satan far beyond the most gross, crutle, and cruel image- 
worshippers on the earth. There is no language, there are no 
similitudes, for expressing the abhorrence of an enlightened 
and pious Christian towards the Papacy ; and tliere is no such 
sign of lukewarmness in the Christian Church, as to have 
become so tolerant and so fair-spoken towards that abomina- 
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tion. Nevertheless, while I thus speak, like the Fall, and 
the natural world under the Fall, and the constitution of 
universal absolute kingdoms, thkrk is nothing so worthy 

THE STUDY OF A WISE AND PATIENT MAN, AS THAT MASTER- 

piFCE OF Satan’s invention, the Papacy ; throuijh 

WHICH HE HATH INFLICTED SUCH A BLOW UPON ClIRIS- 
TtNDOM, AS that ALL THE DISCIPLES OP THE LoRD, 
SAVING A HANDFUL OF STRAGGLERS HERE AND THERE, 
HAVE ENTIRELY FORGOTTEN THE MeLCHIZEDEK KINGDOM 

OF Christ which is to come. I wdll say it over again, 
for the use of Protestants, and especially for the sister 
Churches of Scotland and England, that the Papacy, as it 
formed itself in the times of Jerome and Augustine, and 
from an earlier time, did gradually abolish the primitive 
hope of the Church concerning Christ’s coining and kingdom ; 
which hope hath never yet dawned again upon the spiritual 
heavens, though oft and oft it hath struggled in the midst 
of the clouds, and darkness, and mists of liell which that 
superstition brought over the face of heaven. Wc have had 
such a bout to maintain and keep the single point of justifi- 
cation by faith, that we have never got to the subject of 
our hojies at all. Oh, this Protestantism is become a beggarly 
thing ;--a })oor, beggarly system of expediency ! Verily, it is 
like the last tatter of a beggar’s outward garment, hanging 
shivering in the wind, witliout comfort and without shelter. 
It took too low an aim when it merely set itself to contradict 
the Pope ; it should have studied him, it should have profited 
by him, it should have interpreted the wisdom of Satan, and 
turned it against himself; then, instead of merely denying 
purgatory of the soul, Protestantism would liave gone into 
the whole question of a Christian’s hope, as they went into 
the whole question of a Christian’s faith ; and then the primi- 
tive doctrine of the advent and kingdom of Christ would liave 
come out in its fulness and its beauty. No religion can 
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UK FOUNDED UPON NEGATIVES. Thc PrOTESTANT RELIGION 
NECESSARILY TOOK UP A NEGATIVE, and it SHOULD HAVE HERN 
MOKE GUARDED AGAINST THE PERIL WHICH AROSE OUT OF TUl'* 
SINGULAR PREROGATIVE.** 

The reader will of course form his own judg- 
ment on these seutimeiits; but assuredly it is a 
great truth, that no Church can be maintained, 
and no creed secured by merely a cold and nega- 
tive theology ; and equally true, that our manifold 
dissensions, differences, and hostilities do expose 
us most cr nelly and dangerously to the taunts and 
sneers of the Roman mocJc,^^ 

But thc imjiortant subject of a visible unity, 
involving, as it does, the entire argument con- 
nected with the platform and polity of a Church, 
considered as the ‘‘ Ground and Pillar” of the 
truth, is quite beyond the range of a brief essay. 
We therefore hasten to wind up these remarks, 
which have extended themselves far beyond the 
writer’s original intention. He cannot however 
dismiss these pages without observing and lament- 
ing, as an attached ininister of our Church, the 
* controversial bitterness which now rages within 
and around her, on all sides. And yet does he 
hope that it may finally please the Great Head 
of “The Blessed Company of all faithful People,”* 
to overrule this strife of tongues and war of pens, 
for thc expansion and purification of our venerated 
Communion Service. 
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Communion. Dr. Croly speaks of a new element 
being infused to disturb or renovate the old order 
of society,” and that, the j)rinciple of po})ulatioii 
is expanding with a force wholly incalculable.” 
But may we not also assert, that the Ecclesias- 
tical Principle is also beginning to expand and 
0])erate with a force beyond our anticipations to 
limit ? Of all “ signs of the times,” we know 
none that strikes with a more intelligible thrill 
on the mind of a thoughtful observer than this — 
viz., not only in England, but on the ('ontinent, 
and throughout America, all parties ar(^ beginning 
to put forth tile vigorous cry, “ What is a visiule 
Church?” Now there is a double aspect under 
which this theological excitement may be regarded. 
The first is one of dangiu* : and that arises from 
the machinations of llonianism, and the artifices 
of prowling Jesuits, who will foment our (umtro- 
versies to the utmost, — jind then craftily turn 
round upon us, and point with triumphant gratu- 
lation to their own (church, as ])resenting, forsooth ! 
a blessed refuge and beautiful repose fur those who 
seek to come out of the ecclesiastical tempest, and 
find peace. But, Sic notus Ulysses is that all 
we know of Ignatius Loyola? No! thank God, it 
is not all we know. 

The other aspect is one of a more auspicious 
character. For, after making a merciful allowance 
for some bad temper, bitter pamphlets, sarcastic 
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epistles, absurd exaggerations, and foolish “ tu 
fjuoques /^ — who will deny that it is far better for 
an Empire to be agitated with the Things of 
Eternity, than to bo absorbed in the pleasures of 
time ? And for our parts, we honestly believe, 
that while corn, cash and currency, manufactures, 
exports and imports, saving banks, canals and 
railways, — may and ought to have their fair pre- 
eminence in ])ublic discussion ; yet is it good for 
both the mind and morals of a nation to feel, faiul 
believe also, that with the fashion of this world all 
these themes pass away : while the Principles and 
lb’(‘rogativ(‘s of a Church, reverently contemplated 
as an Organized Instrumentality in the hands 
of the Holy Spirit for bringing an alienated world 
back to Cod, — relate to those Interests and Truths 
which cast their shadows into eternity ; and arc 
Iherefore in themselves, cahailated to act nobly 
on the deepest and most enduring elements of our 
being. 

Meanwhile in behalf of the English Church 
w(‘ dt'sire, with unfeigned humility, but with all 
boldness, — to put in our protest against her being 
considered as responsible for the two extreme 
PARTIES, who arc now contending within her bosom. 
She is Catholic in the profoundcst sense of that 
abused word, and therefore stands aloof from both. 
Eor assuredly if we allow her to be apostolical in 
foundation;^ primitive in rites, and scriptural in her 



318 


THE REFORMER 


creed, — then she is by no means responsible for 
those who condescend to receive her wages, and 
yet resolve the whole of her Polity and Ilitual into 
an ecclesiastical Nullity ; and are ashamed to carry 
out into practice those principles of canonical obe- 
dience under the banner of which they were 
ordained, and in harmony with which they swore 
to exercise all their ministerial functions. 

On the other hand, the catholicity of our Church 
’ stands aloof from that Party who desire to hand 
her over to the putrid embraces of her “ dear 
sister’’ of Rome. No! that nohle Churcli, under 
the shade and shelter of whose catholic doctrine, 
creed, institutes, and sacraments, the bravest, 
wisest and the Best of England’s Churchmen, 
Patriots, Orators, Poets, Statesmen, and Philo- 
sophers have grown and flourished — rejects 
with disdain either of those ultra Parties, who 
now rend her peace and disturb her useful- 
ness. She is a true branch of Christ’s Holy, 
Catholic and Apostolic Church, and there- 
fore she cannot authenticate the self-originated 
ministries of rash Sectarianism, to gratify the 
one ; and as she presents also in the foreground 
of all her services, “ The Lamb of God which 
taketh away the sins of the world,” — she cannot 
put The Atonement in Reserve, to please the 
petrified formalism of the other. 

The author will now take his le#e of the 
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reader, and humbly commit this volume to the 
protecting love and guidance of that high Being 
from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, 
and all just works, do proceed.” Whatever in this 
volume is in harmony with His Word, may He 
condescend to bless it ; whatever is not so, may 
He graciously overrule ; and pardon the sin of the 
writer. Satis me vixisse, arbitrabor, et officium 
lioniinis implesse, si labor mens aliquos homines, 
ab erroribus liberatos ad iter CBclcste direxerit.” 
{Lactantius.) 

Thou, therefore, that sittest in light and glory 
unapproachable, Parent of angels and men ! next, 
thee 1 implore, omnipotent King, Redeemer of 
that lost remnant wliose nature thou didst assume, 
ineffable and everlasting Love ! and thou, the third 
subsistence of divine infinitude, illumining Spirit, 
the joy and solace of created things ! one Triper- 
sonal Godhead ! look upon this thy poor and 
almost spent and expiring Church, leave her not 
thus a prey to these importunate wolves, that 
wait and think long, till they devour thy tender 
flock ; these wild boars, that have broken into thy 
vineyard, and left the print qf their polluting 
hoofs on the souls of thy servants. O let them 
not bring about their designs, that stand now 
at the entrance of the bottomless pit," expect- 
ing the watchword to open and let out those 
dreadful locusts and scorpions, to re-involve us 
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in that cloud of infernal darkness, where wc 
shall never more see the sun of thy truth again, 
never hope for the cheerful dawn, never more 
hear the bird of morning sing. Be moved with 
pity at the afflicted state of this our shaken 
monarchy, that now lies labouring under her 
throes, and struggling against tlu' grudges of more 
dreadful calamities. 

“ Then amidst the hymns and hallelujahs of saints, 
some one may perlia})s ])c heard offering at high 
strains in new and lofty measures, to sing and 
celebrate thy divine mercies and marvellous judg- 
ments in tJiis land throughout all ages ; whereby 
this great and warlike nation, instructed and inured 
to tlie fervent and continual practice of truth and 
righteousness, and casting far from her the rags of 
her old vic(‘a, may press on hard to that high and 
happy emulation to he found the soberest, wisest, 
and most Christian j)eople at that day when thou, 
the eternal and shortly-expected King, slialt open 
the clouds to judge the several kingdoms of this 
world, and distributing national honours and re- 
wards to religious and just commonwealths, shall' 
l>ut an end to all , earthly tyrannies, proclaiming thy 
universal and mild monarchy through heaven and 
earth : where they, undoubtedly, that by their 
labours, counsels, and prayers, have been earnest 
for the common good of ndigion and their country, 
shall receive above the inferior orders of the blessed 
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the regal addition of principalities, legions, and 
thrones into their glorious titles, and in super- 
eminence of beatific vision, progressing the dateless 
and irrcvoluble circle of eternity, shall clasp' inse- 
parable hands with joy and bliss, in overmcasure 
for ever.” 


THE END. 
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